HTTPS://NAAMGHAR.ORG/

Volume 9/Issues 3

MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI

Dear community members and well-wishers of
NAAM,

Now that the Summer is over, we are preparing
for the Spring. This Quarter-3 issue of the
newsletter highlights several key points,
specifically our planning for NAAM's Annual
Cultural event on November 7. This also serves
as our annual fundraising event.

It is my pleasure to highlight a few key points
and a couple of articles by noted writers:

A) Devotion (based on her personal
experience): By Dr. Jayantimala
Borpuwjari

Dr. Borpujari is from Jorhat and is currently
situated in New Delhi. She wrote an article
earlier describing her visit to Majuli. When one
visits this charming place, one would appreciate
not only its natural beauty but also be
enlightened by a wealth of knowledge about its
Xattras, the Vaisnavite Monasteries. A Xattra
creates an atmosphere where one appreciates
the love and devotion to God via the learnings
from Bhagawad. While the rituals may differ
from one Xattra to another, the message of
spreading the knowledge of Bhagawad is the
same. Cultural performances of Raxas and
Bhaonas may also be noted. A few of the big
names of Xattras include Auniati, Garamur,
Dakxinpat, and Natun Kamalabari.
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A few points and her observations on devotion
based on her personal experience at a
Naamghar is described in this article, written in
Assamese, and published in this newsletter.

B) The Blessing Ritual of Assam: By
Pritam Priya Goswami

Pritam Priya Goswami is an Alumnus of the
University of Delhi. She has published her
research on religio-cultural practices in Assam
in journals such as Academia (source of the
article in this issue of the NAAM Newsletter). In
this article, Dr. Goswami explains that blessings
or asirbad diya is an important event of any
auspicious day observed in the Assamese
community life. Blessings range from simple
one-liners to lengthy speeches to songs. In all
household and community events as well as in
events of the community prayer-hall, elaborate
blessing-seeking and blessing-giving rituals are
performed by the performer(s) and the audience
at the beginning and at the end. Although these
orally preserved blessings are sought from all
elderly persons, only a few recognized blessing-
givers are found in every village. Such persons
render the blessing in community gatherings on
behalf of everybody.

C) Naam-proxonga for Tirubhav Tithi at
the Assam Cultural Center of NJ:

In co-operation with NEIACO (North East
Indian American Cultural Organization),
NAAM was happy to jointly organize the
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Sankardeva Tithi on September 12, 2026. Our
executive committee has prepared a nice
summary of the event covered in this newsletter.
It was excellent to notice the significant and
active participation of both children and adults
from the NY/NJ/PA and nearby areas at this
event. For example:

e “Recital about Bhaona,” an oral
presentation, by Varenya Borah (7th
grade; daughter of Bhaskar & Rajashree
Borah).

e “Srimanta Shankardev: The Great Guru
and Architect of Assamese Society,” Ryan
Phukan (7th grade, son of Chandan and
Jigyasa Roy Phukan).

o “TIFY ANT *WFME 8y M oS oY
“ei,” from NAAM executive committee.

D) Bigger Space for our ‘Shankardeva
Cultural Center with Naamghar’:

The proposed ‘Shankardeva Cultural Center
with Naamghar’ in New Jersey, USA, is an
ambitious conceptual project envisioned on
approximately 3 acres of land. This imaginary
complex aims to serve as a vibrant cultural and
spiritual hub that preserves Assamese heritage
while  embracing = broader = community
engagement across North America. We
completed one year by the end of August 2026
at our “rented/covenant” premises
($500/month) at the Sanctuary+Seeds (S+S)
Presbyterian Church in Martinsville, NJ.

Based on the growth pattern of Bhakats and
Bhakatanis we observed over the past 12
months, we decided to move to a larger room
($850/month) on the same premises, effective
September 2026. Our plan includes using the
S+S auditorium for our annual cultural and
fundraising event in 2027, with a seating
capacity of 120 guests.

We are getting it for free up to 4 hours of use,
and then at a subsidized rate of $50/hour for
additional use. Large-screen TV and Zoom
facilities are available for anyone joining us
from anywhere in North America who cannot
travel.

We are seeking donations of $30/month (or
only $1/day) to our Naamghar from our well-
wishers all across North America. We require at
least 30 donors to pledge this amount through
monthly donations to cover our community
Naamghar's monthly expenses.

Please write to us at naaminfo@naamghar.org
about activities in your area and your thoughts
to drive our mission. One can contribute in one
of three ways:

e 3 donation (please visit
www.naamghar.org; also found
elsewhere in this Newsletter).

e Devote your time with us in a suitable
drive of your choice

e Enrich us with your brilliant ideas

We look forward to sharing your input with the
community again in our Q-4 newsletter in
December 2026.

Thank you all,

Sincerely,
Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor-Medhi
Chairman, NAAM

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com

+
m
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EVERY PURCHASE SUPPORTS NAAM, EMPOWERING
SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL INITIATIVES!

* (NAAMGHAR ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, INC.), A NON-PROFIT 501C3

SCAN THE QR CODE TO
DONATE

* 66 @e

sSEee 4% @

Dr. Binoy K Bordoloi
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UPDATES ON THE FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX
BENEFIT: Consider making NAAM
one of the beneficiaries of your estate
planning and/or donate for potential
tax benefits for the current tax year
(please consult your tax adviser for
details).

If your employer matches your
donation to a charitable
organization (direct or through
payroll deductions), please add
“Naamghar Association of America,
Inc.” as one of the beneficiaries.

NAAM is soliciting your donations
via its website
(https://naamghar.org/), NAAM
Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/Naamgh
arAssociationOfAmerica/), and the
“DONATE” button on this page to

fund a community Naamghar in
North America.

NAAM is looking forward to the active
participation of the community
(Assamese diaspora) for realizing a
common dream of building a
Naamghar in North America. Please
use the “DONATE” button below
and/or contact Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for
additional information. Thank you!

+
m

Please contribute to NAAM'’s
effort to build a naamghar in
North America:

Safe & Secure

PayPal =g~
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CONCEPT REPORT ON THE PROPOSED 'SANKARADEVA CULTURAL
CENTER AND NAAMGHAR' IN NEW JERSEY, USA

By NAAM Executive Committee

The proposed ‘Sankaradeva Cultural
Center and Naamghar’ in New Jersey, USA,
is an ambitious conceptual project envisioned
on approximately 3 acres of land. This
conceptually proposed complex aims to serve as
a vibrant cultural and spiritual hub that
preserves Assamese heritage while embracing
for the broader community activities.

In addition to its cultural and social
significance, the project emphasizes financial
sustainability to ensure smooth operations and
long-term maintenance. The inclusion of a
banquet hall for weddings, festivals, and social
events, along with a dining hall supported by a
well-equipped kitchen, will create avenues for
revenue generation.

The performing arts hall may be used for Arts
and varied exhibitions and workshops, further
contributing to financial stability. A dedicated
guest house will provide accommodation for
visitors, artists, and scholars to sustain the
complex’s upkeep and day-to-day expenses,
while the library and administrative office will
support educational and community activities.

Given the present fund constraints, the project
is planned to be executed in a phased manner to
ensure steady progress without compromising
its core vision. As part of this approach, the

dining area and performing arts hall may be
integrated with the banquet hall to optimize
space and resources during the initial phase.
This flexible design strategy will allow the
complex to function efficiently from the outset
while enabling future expansions as additional
funds become available.

By balancing cultural aspirations with practical
execution, the ‘Sankaradeva Cultural
Center and Naamghar’ aspires to be a self-
reliant institution that continues to serve the
Assamese community for generations to come.

NAAM is very pleased to share some
preliminary architectural designs created by the
renowned architectural firm DESIGN PLENUM
from Guwahati, India, in the next two pages.

Please note that these plans are in their
conceptual phases only, and we are sharing
them with you for information purposes only.

We hope that this information will motivate you
to open your purses and donate to NAAM so that
the dream of having a Naamghar in North
America is finally realized. Thank you!

4+
md
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FLOOR PLAN
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DONATION TIERS FOR NAAM

There are many ways to donate to NAAM, so please choose the option that suits you best.

Donation and Membership Details:

1.

$10,000 (Cash and/or Asset)

a) Category: Subha-anudhyayi

b) Installments: 25 x $400

c¢) Additional Benefits: Reserved
Seating & Life Membership & Blue
Plaque

. $5,000 (Cash and/or Asset)

a) Category: Subha-kamanakari

b) Installments: 25 x $200

¢) Additional Benefits: Life
membership & Green Plaque

. $1,000 (Cash)

a) Category: Mangal-kamanakari
b) Installments: 20 x $50
c) Additional Benefits: White Plaque

. $100 (Cash)

a) Category: Kalyan-kankhi
b) Installments: N/A
c) Additional Benefits: N/A

5. $50 (Cash)

a) Category: Hita-kankhi
b) Installments: N/A
c) Additional Benefits: N/A

Please click on the "DONATE" button below
and/or contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com

for additional

information.

+
kmﬂ

Please contribute to NAAM'’s
effort to build a naamghar in
North America:

Safe & Secure

PayPal =g~
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IDEAS FOR FUNDRAISING DRIVE
By NAAM Executive Committee

Please review the information below and give us your constructive thoughts on achieving and exceeding that
target. Please contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for additional information.

+  Common Yearly Ones: ~$80K
* Regular yearly fundraising event
»  Dinner with celebrities - $10K
e Cultural functions - $10K
e Other (like in Sankardev Tithis) - $10K
* Plaque placement for loved ones (say 50 plaques/150) ~ $7.5K
* Selling Sankardev Literatures: $5K

Misc: $10K
* Materials donation: 5K (like car/boat) — This has lots of legalities and formalities
e Other - $5K

» Special fund-raising events: $30K (virtual/social media/in person)
+ Total for next 3 years: ~$200K
« Initial Pledges: $350K (Most important one)
«  70% of NE families and 25% of across US/Canada ($100/each as token): $26.5K
e (200x.70) + (500 x 0.25) = 140+125 = 265 families
+ $50Kx1=$50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $25Kx 2 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $10Kx 15 = $150K- Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $2500 x 20 = $50K- Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $1000 x 50 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix
* Construction Related: $70K
» Floor tiles (say 50/1000) ~50K (only applicable for new building)
* Brick (only possible for new building — Say $100/200) ~ $20K (applicable for new building)

+ Expected Total in 3 years: $700K (we could get close to $500K in reality if everything
works out)

4
m
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FEATURED ARTICLE #1
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The author is a resident of Delhi, India, and can be reached at
imbpujari@yahoo.com.

+
\mﬂ

Page | 15


mailto:jmbpujari@yahoo.com

FEATURED ARTICLE #2

The Blessing Ritual of Assam
By Pritam Priya Goswami

Blessings or asirbad diya is an important event of any auspicious day observed in the As-
samese community life. Blessings range from simple one-liners to lengthy speeches to songs.
In all household and community events as well as in events of the community prayer-hall,
elaborate blessing-seeking and blessing-giving rituals are performed by the performer(s) and
the audience at the beginning and at the end. Although these orally preserved blessings are
sought from all elderly persons, there are a few recognized blessing-givers in every village.
Such persons render the blessing in community gatherings on behalf of everybody.

Blessing types:

In the Assamese society blessings are mainly of two types. They are, blessings sought and
blessings given. However, in the placing of a blessing-speech, there is an additional part
uttered by everyone present in the gathering in addition to the seeker and the giver. This is a
chorus or a final request line. Blessings sought, blessings given and the final request line are
discussed below.

1. Blessings sought:

Usually when a young person seeks blessings from an elderly person, he/she only bows down
in front of the person and touches the person’s feet. But in case of religious performances
and community events, the performer seeks blessings of god or the forefathers. To seek the
blessings of god, the performer usually makes a humbling speech through which he/she also
seeks forgiveness for any mistakes unknowingly committed during the performance of the
event. The following example is the blessing-seeking speech put forward by the eldest member
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of the host family who organizes a religious ritual. He/she seeks the blessings of all the invitees
and guests present at the end of the religious rituals. The speech goes as follows,

“Hei probhusokol, dase ki jonabo! Raij bulilei roja, gvati bulilei gonga, bhokot
bulilei iswar. Apunasabar shri chaitanva murti ei obhagar ghorot pododhula
divehi. Apunasabak anibo lagisil kandhe kori, ahise pada choli. Apunasabe
dasor dai-dos marisan kori ganthir guwapan khai santusta hoi dasok uddhar
kori, ashirbad di jai jen™.

(O great ones, what is this servant of yours capable of! The public is as powertful as the
king. the relatives are as holy as the Ganga, bhakars are as omniscient as the gods above. Your
sacred being has today placed the dust under vour feet in this fatetul one’s house. 1| should
have brought you carrving in my back, but vou chose to come walking instead. I request vou
all to kindly forgive me for all my mistakes and to have the beetle-nut and bless this servant
of vours.)

2. Blessings given:

These blessings are also of humbling nature. No blessings are given in a direct manner in
which the blessing-giver puts him/ herself at the authoritative position. The giver only requests
an unknown power or god or the forefathers to bless the seeker. The following is an example
of the blessing-giving speech.

“Ghoror grihasthake mukhva kori, ista-mitra, gvati-kutumb, bondhubargake dhori
grihaborti prani ji keiti ase, sobare proti Shrihari prasanna hoi, nilagar dhou ni-
lagote mar nivai, mari-marak, byvghradi, choradi bhoi durote nibortorman korai,
grahadosh, kaladosh, daivadosh, rashidosh adi doshar pora mukia kori, bhogob-
onito probhu suprasanna hoi monor sotbanchakhini siddhi kori dibo lage ae.”

(Shrihari should be pleased with the host, his family. relatives, friends and all the living
beings present in the house; he should save them from all the near and distant threats, from
epidemics. from tigers. from thieves etc.; he should make them free ot all the malevolence of
the stars, of fate, of the gods, of the zodiacs:; he should bless them all and should tulfill the
wishes of their pure hearts.)

3. The final request:

This is characteristic of all blessing-seeking and blessing-giving rituals except the one-to-one
occasions. When, in a ritual or in a performance-event, a seeker seeks the blessings by putting
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forward a speech, the people present utters the final request line in chorus at the end of the

seeker’s speech. This is done as an approval of the purpose for which the blessings are sought

and also to further the request by placing it in front of god together with the seeker. The final

request lines are usually short one-liners. As examples,

“0’ Hari, 0’ Ram” (O Hari. O Ram) “Java Hari bola, java Rama bola” (Hail
Hari, hail Ram) “Guru Hari santoshar arthey, java Hari bola” (To please Lord
Hari, say hail Hari.)

Blessing occasions:

A few blessing occasions are discussed below.

* One-to-one, in religious ceremonies and life-event ceremonies: The one-to-one blessing

occasions involve one person (usually a younger one) seeking the blessings of another
person (usually an elder one in age and hierarchy). In such occasions, the prime per-
former seeks the blessings of the worshipped god before starting and after completing
the rituals.

On a chance meeting: On a chance meeting with an elderly person, or with an intel-
lectually superior person, a younger person seeks blessings as a humbling gesture. The
blessings are given according to the age and sex of the seeker.

» As part of a ritual: There are elaborate sewa-kora (to bow down) rituals associated with

functions such as weddings. or with the bihus. .

* In festive and other performance occasions: The performers seek the blessings of god

and the audience before a festival is formally started. In festivals such as community
feasts during bihu, harvest-related events, the bhaona rehearsal etc. people seek bless-
ings trom the gods, the deities and the elders.

Performance:

Blessing rituals are performed with certain bodily postures and with a shorai as accompani-

ment.
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Posture:

The posture of the seeker is of humbling nature. The seeker bows down in front of the giver.
kneeling down on the floor with folded hands touching the feet of the giver. This posture is
known as sewa kora which has an underlined connotation of “seeking something” such as a
blessing. a favor or forgiveness. If the seeker is a woman, she covers her head with her sador
or a gamocha while bowing. The male seeker usually spreads both sides of the gamocha.
which he wears in his neck, on the ground in front of him to receive the blessings.

The giver usually stands or sits on a dhora spread on the floor, or a pira or a chair. This
is done in order to elevate the position of the blessing-giver, even by an inch. than the seeker.
He touches the bowing head of the seeker with one or both of his hands, while uttering the
blessing line or speech. After completing the blessing line or speech. the giver says. “Hoise
aruw’ (It is done) and slightly lifts the head of the seeker with his hands to indicate the end to
the ritual.

A husori troupe performs the blessing-giving ritual in various steps. The initial proverbial
lines and the following blessing-speech are uttered by the expert blessing-giver of the troupe.
After the speech, the next part which is lyrical is sung by one or more members of the troupe.
while one other member stands up and dances along with it. The dancer sits down once the
Iyrical part is over and joins the rest of the group, including the blessing-giver. in uttering the
final request line chorus.

Utterance:

The blessing-lines and blessing-speeches are uttered by a single person. Blessings in reli-
gious and community events are lengthy prose pieces uttered with a particular jargon. But
the blessings sought and given lyrically are sung by everyone present along with the seeker
and the giver, as the lyrical blessing-seeking is performed considering god as the supreme
blessing-giver to who everyone bows.

Accomp animents:

An elaborate blessing-seeking ritual. in all occasions, is accompanied by a shorai which is
filled with a pair of beetle-nut and beetle-leaf properly cut and arranged with a certain amount
of money while the seeker bows down kneeling in front of the giver with a shorai placed in
front of an elder person ineach other’s family. The shorai includes a beetle-nut and beetle-leaf
pair arranged in a typical way known as thuriuwa and a gift for the person.

The existence of any folklore item for a long time in society is dependent on its usability
or function that it serves in a society at a given point of time. The present study of Blessings
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in Assam is an attempt not only to look at the functionality of the ritual, but also at the various
important factors related to the performance of the same. A systematic study of oral blessings
as ‘oral texts” and also as “texts in performance’ will surely divulge a number of relevant and
undiscovered facts about the ritual which contribute to the functionality of the ritual even at
the present times, as a very important part of the Assamese community life.
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FEATURED ARTICLE #3

Recital about Bhaona
By Varenya Borah

Namaskar!

Today I want to tell you about something very
special from Assam called Bhaona.

Bhaona is a traditional form of Assamese theater
that has been performed for more than 500 years.

Ms. Borah presenting

It was started by Srimanta Sankardeva, one of
the most important cultural and spiritual figures
of Assam.

A Bhaona is a lot of fun to watch because it
combines acting, music, dance, colorful costumes,
and sometimes even amazing masks.

The stories are usually about gods, kings, heroes,
and demons, and many come from Indian
mythology.

Bhaonas are often performed in a Namghar,
which is a special community gathering and
prayer hall in Assam.

One of my favorite things about Bhaona is the
traditional music, especially the sound of
the khol, a type of drum, and the taal.

But Bhaona is not just a show—it is also a fun way
for people to learn stories, values, and traditions
passed down for generations.

In fact, my grandparents are organizing a Bhaona
in Assam in a few weeks. It’s called “Narasingha
Avatar”. I learned so much about it from them
recently.

I live here in America, but as a theatre lover,
Bhaona is one of the traditions that connects me
deeply to Assam.

Thank you!

The author is known in the community by her nickname, Kuht,
and is the daughter of Rajashree and Bhaskar Borah, residents
of New Jersey. Her parents can be reached at
bhaskar.borah@gmail.com.

Editor’s Note: This was presented by Miss Borah on occasion of
the celebration of the Sankaradeva Tithi on September 12, 2026,
by the NEIACO (North East Indian American Cultural
Organization) and NAAM.
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FEATURED ARTICLE #4

Srimanta Shankardev: The Great Guru and Architect of

Assamese Society
By Ryan Phukan

Srimanta Shankardeva (1449-1568) was one of

the greatest spiritual leaders, social reformers,
philosophers, artists, writers, and cultural
visionaries in Assam's history. His contribution to
Assamese society was profound and lasting. At a
time when society was divided by caste, social
hierarchy, and religious differences, Shankardev
promoted a message of equality, compassion,
devotion, and unity.

Shankardev founded the Ekasarana Naam
Dharma, a form of devotional Vaishnavism
centered on devotion to one God, Lord Krishna.
His teachings emphasized that every individual,
regardless of caste, social status, or background,
could seek God through devotion, prayer, and
good conduct. His message helped create a more
inclusive and spiritually united Assamese society.
His philosophy placed humanity, kindness, and
devotion above social divisions and religious
rituals.

His contribution was not limited to religion.
Shankardev played a central role in shaping
Assamese literature, music, theatre, dance, and
cultural identity. He wrote important literary
works, including devotional poems, plays, and
translations and adaptations of religious texts.

His Borgeets, a collection of devotional songs,
remain an important part of Assamese spiritual
and musical tradition. Through his writings and
artistic works, he helped strengthen and enrich
the Assamese language.

Shankardev also introduced Ankiya Naat, a
unique form of Assamese religious theatre that
combined drama, music, dance, and devotion.
His cultural creations eventually contributed to
traditions such as Sattriya dance, which is now
recognized as one of India’s classical dance forms.
These artistic traditions continue to preserve and
celebrate Assamese culture throughout the world.

Mr. Phukan presenting

One of Shankardev’s most important
contributions was the establishment of the
Namghar and Sattra institutions. The

Namghar became much more than a place of
worship; it served as a community center where
people gathered for prayer, discussion, cultural
activities, and social cooperation. The Sattra
system helped preserve religious teachings,
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literature, music, dance, and artistic traditions
for generations. Together, these institutions
played a vital role in building a strong sense of
community and collective identity among the
Assamese people.

More than five centuries after his lifetime,
Srimanta Shankardev remains one of the
strongest foundations of Assamese civilization
and identity. His teachings of equality, peace,
compassion, cultural unity, and devotion
continue to inspire people across generations. He
was not merely a religious guru but a visionary
who transformed the spiritual, social, and cultural
landscape of Assam. His legacy lives on in the
Namghar, Sattra, Borgeet, Bhaona, Sattriya
dance, Assamese literature, and, most
importantly, in the values and cultural identity of
the Assamese people.

Srimanta Shankardev’s life reminds us that
religion and culture can become powerful forces
for unity, dignity, and social harmony. As we
remember and celebrate his extraordinary legacy
today, NEIACO, an organization
established by people from Northeast
India and based in the northeastern

United States, joins the community in
honoring the great Srimanta Shankardev
and preserving the values, culture, and
traditions that he gave to Assamese
society.

Through those NEIACO,
Sankardeva’s teachings and cultural legacy
continue to connect Assamese and Northeast
Indian communities across generations and
across the world. His extraordinary contribution
has made him not only one of Assam’s greatest
sons, but also one of India’s most remarkable
spiritual and cultural reformers.

efforts, such as

The author is the son of Jigyasa Roy Phukan and Chandan
Phukan. His parents can be reached at
chandan.phukan@gmail.com,

Editor’s Note: This was presented by Mr. Phukan on the
occasion of the celebration of the Sankaradeva Tithi on
September 12, 2026, by the NEIACO (North East Indian
American Cultural Organization) and NAAM.
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RECENT ACTIVITIES
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Sutradhar: Annual Multicultural
Event

This year’s Sutradhar, NAAM’s annual
multicultural Music & Dance Festival event, will
take place on November 7, 2026, from 2-6 pm
at the First Presbyterian Church of Dutch Neck
154 South Mill Rd., West Windsor, NJ 0855.

The registration fee for the event is only $25
(twenty-five dollars).
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Monthly naam-proxonga

The upcoming monthly naam-proxonga events
are as follows, and NAAM cordially invites you
to join these monthly events:

e October 12, 2026 2:00 PM ET
e November, 2026 2:00 PM ET (TBD)
e December, 2026 2:00 PM ET (TBD)

+
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Q&A

Q: What is NAAM?

A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc.
(NAAM) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and
cultural organization formed to construct and
manage a Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora
to celebrate and perform the spiritual traditions
and philosophical teachings of Srimanta
Sankardeva. With strong ties with all the Satras
of Assam, NAAM seeks to provide a forum for
learned spiritual leaders and traditional artistes
to share their knowledge and talent with the
current and future generations of the Assamese
diaspora.

Q: What are the immediate goals of
NAAM?

A: Some of the immediate goals of NAAM
include spreading awareness. on NAAM
initiatives, building a digital media platform,
planning for fundraising, and participating
regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM seeks
volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora
across the United States to achieve these goals.

Please join us (details at the bottom of this
newsletter). In our planning activity, the first
priority is to identify what is needed to establish
a temporary Naamghar. This will make
the Guru Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri
Auniati Satra Satradhikar, more easily
accessible to the public, while we work on the
longer-term  project of  building a
permanent Naamghar.

Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other
organizations?

A: NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with
all community organizations that are willing to
help achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to
have meaningful discussions with all
organizations in our community; please contact
us if you would like to be a part of this
conversation (contact details at the bottom).

+
m

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP
(WG): We need your help in achieving the
dream of building a Naamghar in North
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to anyone
interested in building the Naamghar.

If you are interested in getting involved actively
in NAAM’s mission, please join NAAM by

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.
The WG meets regularly via

teleconference/video conference to discuss
issues related to NAAM and its mission and
goals.

4+
m
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS

The following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals
who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The
current WG members are:

e Tutumoni Baishya, Assam

Debojit Chowdhury, CA e Priyadarshini Inman, NC (EC

Niraj Barbara, PA (EC
member)

Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ
(Editor, NAAM Newsletter)

Enakshi Baruah, IL
Gautom Lal Baruah, IL
Pranab Bora, WI

Lolit Bora, MO
Subhasini Bora, NC
Dr. Babul Borah, OH
Utpal Borah, PA
Dilara Boruah, CA

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, NJ
(Bor-medhi, Chairperson,
NAAM)

Monidipa Bordoloi, CA
Susanto Bordoloi, CT
Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA
Malabika Brahma, NJ

Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org

Niren Choudhury, NJ (EC
member)

Dr. Aswini Choudhury, NY
Neeruj Choudhury, NY

Dr. Bikul Das, MA

Namita Das, VA

Dr. Pradip Das, MO
Rupam Das, Assam

Shyam DevChoudhury, PA
(Secretary, EC member)

Dr. Saswati Datta, OH
Hemanga Dutta, NJ
Panchali Dutta, NJ
Sawmick Dutta, CA
Prandeep Gogoi, NJ

Ajoy Hazarika, NY
Kamalakshi Hazarika, DE

Suranjoy Hazarika, DE (EC
member)

Contact Us

Website: www.naamghar.org

member)

Sridevi Jaggannath, NC
Diganta Kalita, IL

Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ
Lalita Kalita, IL

Rashmi Kalita, CA
Sangaurav Kaushik, NC
Nilanjona Mahanta, CA
Nabanita Majumdar, WA
Chayanika Mohan, NC
Shakhyar Neog, NJ

Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL
Lekhika Pathak, Assam
Anu Perlmutter, PA
Nilakshi Phukan, NC
Gayatree Prasad, CA

Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ
(Treasurer, EC member)

Vavani Sarmah, CA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica
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