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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI

Dear community members and well-wishers of 
NAAM, 

Now that the Summer is over, we are preparing 
for the Spring. This Quarter-3 issue of the 
newsletter highlights several key points, 
specifically our planning for NAAM's Annual 
Cultural event on November 7.  This also serves 
as our annual fundraising event. 

It is my pleasure to highlight a few key points 
and a couple of articles by noted writers: 

A) Devotion (based on her personal 
experience): By Dr. Jayantimala 
Borpujari 

Dr. Borpujari is from Jorhat and is currently 
situated in New Delhi. She wrote an article 
earlier describing her visit to Majuli. When one 
visits this charming place, one would appreciate 
not only its natural beauty but also be 
enlightened by a wealth of knowledge about its 
Xattras, the Vaisnavite Monasteries. A Xattra 
creates an atmosphere where one appreciates 
the love and devotion to God via the learnings 
from Bhagawad. While the rituals may differ 
from one Xattra to another, the message of 
spreading the knowledge of Bhagawad is the 
same. Cultural performances of Raxas and 
Bhaonas may also be noted. A few of the big 
names of Xattras include Auniati, Garamur, 
Dakxinpat, and Natun Kamalabari. 

A few points and her observations on devotion 
based on her personal experience at a 
Naamghar is described in this article, written in 
Assamese,  and published in this newsletter. 

B) The Blessing Ritual of Assam: By 
Pritam Priya Goswami 

Pritam Priya Goswami is an Alumnus of the 
University of Delhi. She has published her 
research on religio-cultural practices in Assam 
in journals such as Academia (source of the 
article in this issue of the NAAM Newsletter). In 
this article, Dr. Goswami explains that blessings 
or asirbad diya is an important event of any 
auspicious day observed in the Assamese 
community life. Blessings range from simple 
one-liners to lengthy speeches to songs. In all 
household and community events as well as in 
events of the community prayer-hall, elaborate 
blessing-seeking and blessing-giving rituals are 
performed by the performer(s) and the audience 
at the beginning and at the end. Although these 
orally preserved blessings are sought from all 
elderly persons, only a few recognized blessing-
givers are found in every village. Such persons 
render the blessing in community gatherings on 
behalf of everybody. 

C) Naam-proxonga for Tirubhav Tithi at 
the Assam Cultural Center of NJ: 

In co-operation with NEIACO (North East 
Indian American Cultural Organization), 
NAAM was happy to jointly organize the 
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Sankardeva Tithi on September 12, 2026. Our 
executive committee has prepared a nice 
summary of the event covered in this newsletter. 
It was excellent to notice the significant and 
active participation of both children and adults 
from the NY/NJ/PA and nearby areas at this 
event. For example: 

• “Recital about Bhaona,” an oral 
presentation, by  Varenya Borah (7th 
grade; daughter of Bhaskar & Rajashree 
Borah). 

• “Srimanta Shankardev: The Great Guru 
and Architect of Assamese Society,” Ryan 
Phukan (7th grade, son of Chandan and 
Jigyasa Roy Phukan). 

• “মহাপুৰুষ �ম� শ�ৰেদৱৰ ৪৫৮ সংখয্ক িতেৰাভাৱ িতিথ 
পালন,” from NAAM executive committee. 

D) Bigger Space for our ‘Shankardeva 
Cultural Center with Naamghar’: 

The proposed ‘Shankardeva Cultural Center 
with Naamghar’ in New Jersey, USA, is an 
ambitious conceptual project envisioned on 
approximately 3 acres of land. This imaginary 
complex aims to serve as a vibrant cultural and 
spiritual hub that preserves Assamese heritage 
while embracing broader community 
engagement across North America. We 
completed one year by the end of August 2026 
at our “rented/covenant” premises 
($500/month) at the Sanctuary+Seeds (S+S) 
Presbyterian Church in Martinsville, NJ.  

Based on the growth pattern of Bhakats and 
Bhakatanis we observed over the past 12 
months, we decided to move to a larger room 
($850/month) on the same premises, effective 
September 2026. Our plan includes using the 
S+S auditorium for our annual cultural and 
fundraising event in 2027, with a seating 
capacity of 120 guests.  

We are getting it for free up to 4 hours of use, 
and then at a subsidized rate of $50/hour for 
additional use.  Large-screen TV and Zoom 
facilities are available for anyone joining us 
from anywhere in North America who cannot 
travel. 

We are seeking donations of $30/month (or 
only $1/day) to our Naamghar from our well-
wishers all across North America. We require at 
least 30 donors to pledge this amount through 
monthly donations to cover our community 
Naamghar's monthly expenses. 

Please write to us at naaminfo@naamghar.org 
about activities in your area and your thoughts 
to drive our mission. One can contribute in one 
of three ways: 

• $ donation (please visit 
www.naamghar.org; also found 
elsewhere in this Newsletter). 

• Devote your time with us in a suitable 
drive of your choice 

• Enrich us with your brilliant ideas 

We look forward to sharing your input with the 
community again in our Q-4 newsletter in 
December 2026.  

Thank you all, 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor-Medhi 

Chairman, NAAM 

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com 
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“NAAMGHAR IN AMERICA” WAS PUBLISHED IN SEVERAL LANGUAGES 
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UPDATES ON THE FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

 

• DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX 
BENEFIT: Consider making NAAM 
one of the beneficiaries of your estate 
planning and/or donate for potential 
tax benefits for the current tax year 
(please consult your tax adviser for 
details). 

• If your employer matches your 
donation to a charitable 
organization (direct or through 
payroll deductions), please add 
“Naamghar Association of America, 
Inc.” as one of the beneficiaries. 

• NAAM is soliciting your donations 
via its website 
(https://naamghar.org/), NAAM 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/Naamgh
arAssociationOfAmerica/), and the 
“DONATE” button on this page to 

fund a community Naamghar in 
North America. 

• NAAM is looking forward to the active 
participation of the community 
(Assamese diaspora) for realizing a 
common dream of building a 
Naamghar in North America. Please 
use the “DONATE” button below 
and/or contact Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com  for 
additional information.  Thank you! 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Please contribute to NAAM’s 
effort to build a naamghar in 

North America: 
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CONCEPT REPORT ON THE PROPOSED 'SANKARADEVA CULTURAL 
CENTER AND NAAMGHAR' IN NEW JERSEY, USA 

By NAAM Executive Committee

The proposed ‘Sankaradeva Cultural 
Center and Naamghar’ in New Jersey, USA, 
is an ambitious conceptual project envisioned 
on approximately 3 acres of land. This 
conceptually proposed complex aims to serve as 
a vibrant cultural and spiritual hub that 
preserves Assamese heritage while embracing 
for the broader community activities. 

In addition to its cultural and social 
significance, the project emphasizes financial 
sustainability to ensure smooth operations and 
long-term maintenance. The inclusion of a 
banquet hall for weddings, festivals, and social 
events, along with a dining hall supported by a 
well-equipped kitchen, will create avenues for 
revenue generation.  

The performing arts hall may be used for Arts 
and varied exhibitions and workshops, further 
contributing to financial stability. A dedicated 
guest house will provide accommodation for 
visitors, artists, and scholars to sustain the 
complex’s upkeep and day-to-day expenses, 
while the library and administrative office will 
support educational and community activities. 

Given the present fund constraints, the project 
is planned to be executed in a phased manner to 
ensure steady progress without compromising 
its core vision. As part of this approach, the 

dining area and performing arts hall may be 
integrated with the banquet hall to optimize 
space and resources during the initial phase. 
This flexible design strategy will allow the 
complex to function efficiently from the outset 
while enabling future expansions as additional 
funds become available. 

By balancing cultural aspirations with practical 
execution, the ‘Sankaradeva Cultural 
Center and Naamghar’ aspires to be a self-
reliant institution that continues to serve the 
Assamese community for generations to come. 

NAAM is very pleased to share some 
preliminary architectural designs created by the 
renowned architectural firm DESIGN PLENUM 
from Guwahati, India, in the next two pages.  

Please note that these plans are in their 
conceptual phases only, and we are sharing 
them with you for information purposes only.  

We hope that this information will motivate you 
to open your purses and donate to NAAM so that 
the dream of having a Naamghar in North 
America is finally realized. Thank you! 
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ROOF PLAN 
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FLOOR PLAN 
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DONATION TIERS FOR NAAM 

There are many ways to donate to NAAM, so please choose the option that suits you best.  

 

Donation and Membership Details: 

1. $10,000 (Cash and/or Asset) 
a) Category: Subha-anudhyayi 
b) Installments: 25 x $400 
c) Additional Benefits: Reserved 

Seating & Life Membership & Blue 
Plaque 
 

2. $5,000 (Cash and/or Asset) 
a) Category: Subha-kamanakari 
b) Installments: 25 x $200 
c) Additional Benefits: Life 

membership & Green Plaque 
 

3. $1,000 (Cash) 
a) Category: Mangal-kamanakari 
b) Installments: 20 x $50 
c) Additional Benefits: White Plaque 
 

4. $100 (Cash) 
a) Category: Kalyan-kankhi 
b) Installments: N/A 
c) Additional Benefits: N/A 

 
5. $50 (Cash) 

a) Category: Hita-kankhi 
b) Installments: N/A 
c) Additional Benefits: N/A 

 

Please click on the "DONATE" button below 
and/or contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com   for additional 
information.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please contribute to NAAM’s 
effort to build a naamghar in 

North America: 
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IDEAS FOR FUNDRAISING DRIVE 
By NAAM Executive Committee 

Please review the information below and give us your constructive thoughts on achieving and exceeding that 
target. Please contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for additional information.    

• Common Yearly Ones: ~$80K 

• Regular yearly fundraising event 

• Dinner with celebrities  - $10K 

• Cultural functions - $10K  

• Other (like in Sankardev Tithis) - $10K 

• Plaque placement for loved ones (say 50 plaques/150) ~ $7.5K 

• Selling Sankardev Literatures: $5K 

• Misc:  $10K 

• Materials donation: 5K (like car/boat) – This has lots of legalities and formalities 

• Other - $5K 

• Special fund-raising  events: $30K (virtual/social media/in person) 

• Total for next 3 years:  ~$200K  

• Initial Pledges:  $350K  (Most important one) 

• 70% of NE families and 25% of across US/Canada ($100/each as token):  $26.5K 

• (200 x .70) + (500 x 0.25) = 140+125 = 265 families 

• $50K x 1 = $50K  - Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• $25K x 2 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• $10K x 15 = $150K- Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• $2500 x 20 = $50K- Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• $1000 x 50 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• Construction Related: $70K 

• Floor tiles (say 50/1000) ~50K (only applicable for new building) 

• Brick (only possible for new building – Say $100/200) ~ $20K (applicable for new building) 

• Expected Total in 3 years: $700K (we could get close to $500K in reality if everything 
works out) 

 

mailto:binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com
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FEATURED ARTICLE #1 

ভি�  
By ড৹ জয়�ীমালা েদবী (বৰপজূাৰী) 

 
েমাৰ িব�াস- কমর্ই ধমর্। িকন্ৎত᥆ ধমর্িব�াসৰ ে��ত হয়েতা মই 
ি�শ�। আি�েকা নহওঁ, নাি�েকা নহওঁ- িব�াস অিব�াসৰ মাজত 
েদাদুলয্মান এক ি�শ�। মি�ৰ, নামঘৰ, মছিজদ, দৰগাহ, 
গ‍ৰু�াৰা, গীজর্ াঘৰ, েগা�া সকেলাৈলেক ৈগেছাঁ আৰু েকােনা 
িবেশষ ধমর্ৰ ভগৱানৰ কথা নভবাৈক মূৰ েদাঁৱাইেছাঁ। আৰু 
আটাইতৈক ভাল লােগ বাহাই স�দায়ৰ ল'টাচ েট�লৈল ৈগ। 
েকােনা থাপনা নাই, মূিতর্  নাই, ছিব নাই, িদশৰ কথা নাই; 
েমৗনতাই তাৰ ধমর্। মেন মেন বিহ িয ভগৱানক মন যায় েতওঁেকই 
আৰাধনা কিৰব পািৰ। আনফােল, েসাঁহাতত ফুল, বাওঁহাতত 
িচংৰা, ভিৰত হাইিহল েচে�েলেৰ মহা�মীৰ িদনা দুগর্ােদৱীক 
"সভি�"েৰ পু�া�িল িদয়া ভ�ও লগ পাইেছাঁ। চাকিৰ েপাৱাৰ 
িপছত �থম ঘৰ পািত থােকাঁেত মই থাপনা পতা নািছেলাঁ।  
 
এই িবষয়ত েমাৰ িব�াস ভ���াদৰ িনিচনা - ভগৱানক য'েত 
িবচৰা যায় ত'েত পাব পািৰ। উৎতᥚৰ-দি�ণ-পূব-পি�ম েকাণ 
িবচািৰ মূিতর্  �িত�া কিৰ বি�-ধূপ �লাই পূজা কৰােৰা �েয়াজন 
নাই - য'ত বিহ থােকাঁ ত'েত মনমি�ৰত সঁুৱিৰ �াথর্না কিৰব 
পািৰ। েতেনৈকেয় আিছেলাঁ। অলপিদনৰ কাৰেণ অহা মা, মাহী, 
েপহী, খুৰীহঁেতও েমাৰ এই বয্ৱ�াত আপিৎতᥚ কৰা নািছল। 
ফুিৰবৈল অহা েকােনাবা েজয্�জেন অৱেশয্ ঘূিৰ-পিক চাই ঘৰত 
ভগৱানৰ থাপনাৰ �েয়াজনীয়তাৰ পৰামশর্ িদিছল। েমাৰ কথা 
আিছল- �িত�া কৰাৰ িপছত বয্�তাৰ বা আন িকবা অজুহাতত 
'পিৰ�াৰ কিৰবৈল সমেয়ই নাই' বুিল ধূিল-বািলৰ আৱৰেণেৰ 
েলেতৰাৈক ৰখাতৈক থাপনা নথকাই ভাল। িয হওক, মা েমাৰ 
লগত দীঘলীয়াৈক থািকবৈল আিহলত েতওঁৰ সুিবধাৰ কাৰেণই 
থাপনাৰ বয্ৱ�া কিৰেলাঁ। িবিভ� সময়ত আলহী থািকবৈল অহা  
 

মানুেহ থাপনাত িনজৰ িনজৰ উপাসয্ েদৱতাৰ মূিতর্  েনেদিখ েমাক 
েনােকাৱাৈকেয় েতেন মূিতর্  আিন �িত�া কিৰ গ'ল বা ঘৰৰ 
েতওঁেলােক ম�লজনক বুিল ভবা ঠাইত ৈথ গ'ল (এই 

'অধম�জনীক' জাতত েতালাৰ দৰকাৰ বুিল ভািবেয়ই চােগ'। 
অথচ, �িতি�য়া িক হ'ব নজনাৰ কাৰেণ মুখ খুিল ক'বৈল 

েকােনও সাহ কৰা নািছল। )। মেয়া েতওঁেলাকৰ িব�াসক স�ান 
জনাই মূিতর্ েবাৰ আঁতৰাই েনেপলাই ৈথ িদিছেলাঁ। চৰকাৰী ঘৰ 
সলাই িদ�ীৰ �াৰকা উপনগৰীত থকা িনজৰ ে�টৈল আেহাঁেত 
লগেত আিনেলাঁ। ফলত, বতর্ মান েমাৰ ঘৰত ভগৱানৰ নামত 
উৎসিগর্ত ঠাইকণত িবিভ� েদৱ-েদৱী বৰ েথপােথিপৈক 
থািকবলগীয়া ৈহেছ। (েমাৰ খৃ�ধম�য় বা�বী এগৰাকীেয় েতেনৈক 
লুকাই-চুৰৈক ৈথ েযাৱা ছিব, �চাৰপুি�কা আিদ লেগ লেগ 
েপলাবলগীয়া কাগজৰ লগত ৈথ েতওঁক আগৈল েতেন কাম 
নকিৰবৈল সকীয়িন িদয়াত িকন্ৎতত েকিতয়াও অকেণা সে�াচ কৰা 

নািছেলাঁ।  
 
েকােনা ধমর্ৰ �িত েমাৰ েকােনা িবে�ষ নাই; মা� আন সময়ত 
অতয্� পেৰাপকাৰী এই ৪৫ বছৰ পুৰণা ঘিন�তাৰ বা�বীগৰাকীৰ 
েগাড়া �চাৰধম� মানিসকতা আৰু বয্ৱহােৰ েমাক িবৰ� কেৰ।) 
আগেত মা থােকাঁেত িনেজ ঘৃৰা-পকা কিৰ থািকব পৰাৈলেক 
থাপনাত চািক, ধূপ, েকিতয়াবা এেকাভািগ ৈনেবদয্ আগ 
বেঢ়াৱােটা েতওঁৰ িনয়মীয়া কাম আিছল। এিতয়া চ'তৰ সং�াি�ৰ 
িদনাৰ বািহেৰ আন সময়ত েসই কাম স�ূণর্ অিনয়মীয়া। েমাৰ 
েকােনা শ‍িচবায়ুেদাষ নাই। পিৰ�াৰ পিৰ��ৈক থািক আমাৰ 
তদাৰক কৰা েছাৱালীেয় আমাৰ ভগৱানৰ থাপনাত এগিছ চািক বা 
এডাল ধূপ �েলাৱাত বাধা থািকব পােৰ বুিল মই নাভােবাঁ। 
গিতেক, েসই কাম এিতয়া পুৱােত গা ধুই আিহ েতওঁেলােকই 
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কেৰ। ধূপৰ ছাই েকিতয়াবা েবিচনত েকিতয়াবা টাবত থকা গছৰ 
গ‍িৰত েপলাওঁ। সমসয্া হয় েকিতয়াবা ক'ৰবাৰ পূজাৰ িনমর্ািল 
�ৰূেপ েপাৱা বা ঘৰত েকিতয়াবা পূজা পািতেল পূজাৰ অৱিশ� 
ফুল-েবলপাত আিদক ৈল। অলপীয়া িনমর্ািলৰ ফুল টাবৰ ফুলপুিলৰ 
গ‍িৰেত িদেলাঁ বাৰু, িকন্ৎতɘ পূজাৰ অৱিশ�? পূজাৰ ঘট, ঘটৰ মুখৰ 
নািৰকল, আমদািল, ফুল সকেলা েগাটাই পুেৰািহেত আঁহত বা 
বৰগছৰ গ‍িৰত েপলাই িদবৈল কয়। নদীত েপেলাৱাৰ িনয়ম যিদও 
চহৰত সহজেত েপাৱাৈক নদী বা আন উটুৱাই ৈল যাব পৰা বাহক 
েনােহাৱাৰ বােব আঁহত বা বৰগেছই িবক�।  
 
িহ�ুসকলৰ িব�াসত আঁহত গছ আৰু বৰগছৰ গ‍িৰত পূজা কৰা 
হয় বােবই হয়েতা পূজাৰ অৱিশ�, জলাশয়ৰ অভাৱত, এই 
দুেজাপা গছৰ গ‍িৰত েপেলাৱাৰ পৰামশর্ িদয়া হয়- েগাট খাই ৈগ 
থািকেল কাল�মত সােৰা হ'বৈগ পােৰ। িপেছ পচন সাৰ কৰােৰা 
এটা িনয়ম আেছ। ৰা�াৰ কাষৰ গছৰ গ‍িৰত দ'েমাৱা জাবৰ 
আৱজর্ নােহ হ'ব, সাৰ নহয়। �াৰকাৰ ৰা�াৰ দাঁিতেয় দাঁিতেয় 
আহত আৰু বৰ গছৰ অভাৱ নাই, তথািপও মই আমাৰ ঘৰত 
েকিতয়াবা পূজা কেৰাৱাৰ িপছত ব�েবাৰ েমানা এটাত ভৰাই িদ 
পুেৰািহতজনেক অনুেৰাধ কিৰিছেলাঁ ৈল ৈগ েতওঁেলাকৰ মি�ৰৰ 
অৱিশ� সাম�ীৰ লগেত ৈথ িদবৰ কাৰেণ। পুৱা �াৰকাৰ ৰা�াত 
েখাজ কােঢ়াঁেত দাঁিতৰ আঁহতগছ, বৰগছৰ গ‍িৰত দ'ম ৈহ থকা 
ফুল, তুলসী, েবলপাত, সৰু সৰু পূজাৰ ঘট, নািৰকল েদিখ মনত 
দুেখই হয় েন মানুহৰ িব�াসৰ �িত িবতৃ�াই হয় িঠক বুিজব 
েনাৱােৰাঁ। পূজাৰ অৱিশ�ৰ মাজত থােক মা� েকইঘ�ামান 
আগেত অিত আ�েহেৰ ঘৰৈল আিন �িত�া কিৰ েষাড়েশাপচােৰ 
সভি�েৰ পূজা কৰা ই� েদৱ বা েদৱীৰ মূিতর্  আৰু ছিব। চকুৰ 
আগেত গছৰ গ‍িৰত েঢকুৰা কুকুেৰ এটা েঠং ডািঙ সৰুপানী েচাৱা, 
বা বিহ ৈল বৰপানী েচাৱা েদিখেছাঁ। তাৰ িপছত তােক ঢািকবৈল 
আগ েঠেঙেৰ ফুল-পাত খঁুচিৰ েগােটই ৰা�ােত িসঁচৰিত কেৰ। 
েসইেবাৰ একাষৰীয়া কিৰ পাৰ ৈহ যাওঁেত ভােবাঁ, িনজৰ ম�ল 
কামনা কিৰ পুজা আগ বঢ়াই িপছত পূজাৰ অৱিশ�িখিন 
অলাগতীয়াল বুিল য'েত ত'েত েপলাই পিৰেৱশ ন� কৰা মানুেহ 

পুণয্ অজর্ ন কিৰব পােৰ েন? �হেদাষ খ�ণ কিৰবৈল আগ বেঢ়াৱা 
পূজাৰ অৱিশ� েবােল িতিনআিলৰ মূৰত এিৰব লােগ। �াৰকাৰ 
েকইবাটাও িতিনআিল বা চািৰআিলৰ মূৰত এেন ফুলৰ দ'ম 
েদিখেছাঁ- েকিতয়াবা গাড়ীেয় েচেপটা কিৰ েযাৱা, েকিতয়াবা 
কুকুেৰ টািন পিলিথনৰপৰা আধা উিলয়াই েথাৱা। এবাৰ েতেন এটা 
েটােপালাৰ ওপেৰেৰ যাব েখােজাঁেত, এেকলেগ েখাজ কঢ়া েমাৰ 
ভনীৰ িনিচনা, ৰি�তাই টািন আঁতৰাই িতিনআিলৰ মূৰৰ েতেন 
েটােপালাত ভিৰ িদ েহাৱা ভােয়কৰ অথ�ৰৰ কথা ক'েল। িনজৰ 
ঘৰৰ অম�ল আিলৰ মূৰত এিৰ আনৈল েঠলা এয়া েকেন ধৰণৰ 
ভি�? (কণর্াটকেতা েবােল এেন জনিব�াস আেছ। ) কয় েবােল, 

"মািনেল ধান, নামািনেল পতান"। আিলৰ মূৰৰ পূজাৰ অৱিশ� 
ফুলৰ কথােটা অ�িব�াস হ'ব পােৰ। এৰা, হ'বও পােৰ। অ�িব�াস 
নামােনা বুিল ক'েলও িকন্ৎতᥚ ৰি�তাই ঘৰেত �মাণ েপাৱা বুিল 
েকাৱাৰ িপছত েতওঁ লগত নাথািকেলও এিতয়া মই আিলৰ 
সংেযাগ�লৰ ফুলৰ েটােপালা েডই নাযাওঁ, কাষ কািটেহ যাওঁ। 
 
িব�াসত েবােল ভগৱান থােক। আৰু ৰি�তাৰ িব�াসক মই স�ান 
কেৰাঁ। এিদন পুৱা েখাজ কািঢ় থােকাঁেত �থেম েদিখেলাঁ এজন 
সু�ৰ েপাছাক পিৰিহত মানুেহ হাকুিটয়াই হাকুিটয়াই পা�াব 
েনচেনল েব�ৰ েবৰাত েসউজীয়া পাতৰ মাজত বগা বুটাৰ দেৰ 
িজিলিক থকা গ‍িটমালী ফুলেবাৰ িছিঙ েজপত ভৰাইেছ। েবয়া 
লািগ গ'ল। িদ�ীৰ ৪৫ িড�ী েচি�ে�ডৰ ওপৰ গৰমত ফুল 
ফুলাবৈল মালীৰ িকমান ক� হয় েচােৰ িক বুিজব? চুিৰ কৰা ফুলৰ 
পূজােৰ ভগৱান স�� হ'ব েন? 'ভি�'েৰ ভগৱানৰ �িতকৃিতত 
আিজ অপর্ণ কৰা ফুল কাইৈলেতা জাবৰৰ দ'মত পিৰব! িনিছঙা 
হ'েল ফুল েকইপােহ দুিদনৈল েচৗহদেটা েপাহৰাই সুগ�েৰ 
আেমালেমালাই ৰািখেলেহঁেতন। এেনৈক চুিৰ কিৰ ফুল েকইপাহ 
ন� কৰাৰ িক �েয়াজন আিছল? এই িবষেয়, িপছত, স��ীয়া 
দুজনমানৰ লগত কথা পািত থােকাঁেত এজেন গভীৰ 
আৎম�তয্েয়েৰ ক'েল েকােনাবা েকােনাবা ঠাইত েবােল চুিৰ কিৰ 
অপর্ণ কৰা ফুল পােলেহ ভগৱান স�� হয় বুিল জনিব�াস আেছ। 
হ'বও পােৰ; েতওঁ বহুᥚত েদশ-িবেদশ ঘূিৰ অেনক স�দায়ৰ 
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মানুহৰ লগত ভাব িবিনময় কিৰেছ। আন এজেন গ�ীৰ মুেখেৰ 
ক'েল- 'েতামােলােক বুজা নাই, চুিৰ কৰা ফুেলেৰ পূজা কৰাজনক 
ভগৱােন সহায় কিৰবই। েতওঁৰ ক�ৰ �ীকৃিত িদব নালািগব 
জােনা? ধৰা পৰাৰ ভয়, ধৰা পিৰেল শাি� েপাৱাৰ ভয়! িকমান 
েটনছন! বুিজবৈল েচ�া কিৰবা আেকৗ।' েমাৰ হাঁিহ উিঠিছল। 
হয়েতা! ভগৱান েয দয়ালু! েতেৱাঁ িকন্ৎতᥤ বৰ েটনছনত থািকব 
লােগ েদই ভ�সকলৰ কৃপাত। েতওঁেলাকৰ গহীন কটা�যু� 
কথা শ‍িন মেন মেন হাঁিহ উিঠল। িয হওক, েসইিদনা ভি� আৰু 
চুিৰৰ িক স�কর্  থািকব পােৰ মনেত গ‍ণা-গঁথা কিৰ েডৰ 
িকেলািমটাৰমান আগ বঢ়াৰ িপছত েদিখেলাঁ ফুটপাথৰ মাজত 
বৰগছ এেজাপাৰ গ‍িৰত এখন িতিনফুট/আৈঢ়ফুট আকাৰৰ ৰাম-
সীতা-ল�ণৰ ছিব -- হয়েতা ৰামনবমী পূজাৰ েশষত কাম 
নাইিকয়া ব� বুিল েকােনাবাই তােত িবসজর্ ন িদেল। কাষেত মািট 
খঁুচিৰ থকা এটা কুকুৰ। ৰা�াৰ িসফােল চাই েদিখেলাঁ 
�ম�গৱদগীতােমলাৰ িবশাল ম�প। তাৰ মােন দুিদনমান িপছত 
আৱজর্ নাৰ �পৰ মাজত িবৰাজ কিৰব আন এক ভগৱান �কৃ�ৰ 
এেৰহা �িতকৃিত।  
 
মই ভােবাঁ ধম�য় িব�াস আৰু ভি�ৰ স�কর্  মানুহৰ অ�ৰৰ 

লগত। এই স�কর্ ক বািহয্কতাৰ অল�ােৰেৰ সজাই �েয়াজন 
েশষ েহাৱা বুিল ভািবেলই অল�াৰেবাৰ জাবৰ বুিল েপলাই িদয়া 

িব�াস আৰু ভি�ত ��া আেছ েন? কািল পুৱা মা� আমাৰ 
আবািসক চচাইটীৰ জামাদাৰজেন ডা�িবনৰপৰা উঠাই েতওঁ 
সভি�েৰ সামিৰ েথাৱা গেণশ, হনুমানৰ মূিতর্ , ৰাম-সীতাৰ ছিব 
েদখুৱাই ৈকিছল- "পতা নহীঁ েলাগ ভগৱানেকা কুয্ ঁকূড়াদান েম 
েফঁকেত েহঁ; অ�া নহীঁ লগতা। ইচিলেয় সেমত কৰ ৰখা হঁু᥆।" 
সঁচাৈক ভগৱান আেছ যিদ পূজাৰ নামত েভেকাভাওনা কৰা 
মানুহৰ ভাগৰ পুণয্ আচলেত এওঁেলাকৰেহ �াপয্। েমাৰ িনজৰ 
ধম�য় িব�াসৰ ি�িত ি�শ�ৰ দেৰ বুিল ৈকেছাঁ যিদও িব�াসীসকেল 
ভি�ৰ নামত ভগৱানৰ �িতকৃিতক কৰা অপমান এক অ�মনীয় 
অপৰাধ বুিল েমাৰ ধাৰণা। লগেত, িনজৰ ঘৰ পিৰ�াৰ কিৰ, িনজৰ 
বােব অলাগতীয়াল ৈহ পৰা ব� আৱজর্ নাৰ পািচত, গছৰ গ‍িৰত 
অথবা ৰা�াৰ মাজত দ'ম কৰােটা পিৰ�াৰ-পিৰ��তাৰ �িত এক 
কটা� মা�।  
 
নতুন িদ�ী / ১০ জুন, ২০২২ [েলিখকাৰ "েপাহৰৰ স�ানত" (অ�ৰণ 
�কাশন, ২০২২) নামৰ ��ত �কািশত �ব�ৰ সংেশািধত ৰূপ।] 
 
The author is a resident of Delhi, India, and can be reached at 
jmbpujari@yahoo.com.  
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FEATURED ARTICLE #2 
 
The Blessing Ritual of Assam 
By Pritam Priya Goswami 
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The author is a resident of India and can be reached at pritampriya@gmail.com.  
 
 
Editor’s note: This article was originally published in Academia Letters, July 2021.  
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FEATURED ARTICLE #3 
 
Recital about Bhaona 
By Varenya Borah  
 
Namaskar!  
 
Today I want to tell you about something very 
special from Assam called Bhaona. 
 
Bhaona is a traditional form of Assamese theater 
that has been performed for more than 500 years. 
 

 

Ms. Borah presenting 
 
It was started by Srimanta Sankardeva, one of 
the most important cultural and spiritual figures 
of Assam. 
 
A Bhaona is a lot of fun to watch because it 
combines acting, music, dance, colorful costumes, 
and sometimes even amazing masks. 
 
The stories are usually about gods, kings, heroes, 
and demons, and many come from Indian 
mythology. 

 
Bhaonas are often performed in a Namghar, 
which is a special community gathering and 
prayer hall in Assam. 
 
One of my favorite things about Bhaona is the 
traditional music, especially the sound of 
the khol, a type of drum, and the taal. 
 
But Bhaona is not just a show—it is also a fun way 
for people to learn stories, values, and traditions 
passed down for generations. 
 
In fact, my grandparents are organizing a Bhaona 
in Assam in a few weeks. It’s called “Narasingha 
Avatar”. I learned so much about it from them 
recently.  
 
I live here in America, but as a theatre lover, 
Bhaona is one of the traditions that connects me 
deeply to Assam. 
 
Thank you! 
 
The author is known in the community by her nickname, Kuhi, 
and is the daughter of Rajashree and Bhaskar Borah, residents 
of New Jersey. Her parents can be reached at 
bhaskar.borah@gmail.com.  
 
 
Editor’s Note: This was presented by Miss Borah on occasion of 
the celebration of the Sankaradeva Tithi on September 12, 2026, 
by the NEIACO (North East Indian American Cultural 
Organization) and NAAM.  
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FEATURED ARTICLE #4 
 
Srimanta Shankardev: The Great Guru and Architect of 
Assamese Society 
By Ryan Phukan 
 
Srimanta Shankardeva (1449–1568) was one of 
the greatest spiritual leaders, social reformers, 
philosophers, artists, writers, and cultural 
visionaries in Assam's history. His contribution to 
Assamese society was profound and lasting. At a 
time when society was divided by caste, social 
hierarchy, and religious differences, Shankardev 
promoted a message of equality, compassion, 
devotion, and unity. 

Shankardev founded the Ekasarana Naam 
Dharma, a form of devotional Vaishnavism 
centered on devotion to one God, Lord Krishna. 
His teachings emphasized that every individual, 
regardless of caste, social status, or background, 
could seek God through devotion, prayer, and 
good conduct. His message helped create a more 
inclusive and spiritually united Assamese society. 
His philosophy placed humanity, kindness, and 
devotion above social divisions and religious 
rituals. 

His contribution was not limited to religion. 
Shankardev played a central role in shaping 
Assamese literature, music, theatre, dance, and 
cultural identity. He wrote important literary 
works, including devotional poems, plays, and 
translations and adaptations of religious texts.  

His Borgeets, a collection of devotional songs, 
remain an important part of Assamese spiritual 
and musical tradition. Through his writings and 
artistic works, he helped strengthen and enrich 
the Assamese language. 

 

Shankardev also introduced Ankiya Naat, a 
unique form of Assamese religious theatre that 
combined drama, music, dance, and devotion. 
His cultural creations eventually contributed to 
traditions such as Sattriya dance, which is now 
recognized as one of India’s classical dance forms. 
These artistic traditions continue to preserve and 
celebrate Assamese culture throughout the world. 

 

Mr. Phukan presenting 

One of Shankardev’s most important 
contributions was the establishment of the 
Namghar and Sattra institutions. The 
Namghar became much more than a place of 
worship; it served as a community center where 
people gathered for prayer, discussion, cultural 
activities, and social cooperation. The Sattra 
system helped preserve religious teachings, 
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literature, music, dance, and artistic traditions 
for generations. Together, these institutions 
played a vital role in building a strong sense of 
community and collective identity among the 
Assamese people. 

More than five centuries after his lifetime, 
Srimanta Shankardev remains one of the 
strongest foundations of Assamese civilization 
and identity. His teachings of equality, peace, 
compassion, cultural unity, and devotion 
continue to inspire people across generations. He 
was not merely a religious guru but a visionary 
who transformed the spiritual, social, and cultural 
landscape of Assam. His legacy lives on in the 
Namghar, Sattra, Borgeet, Bhaona, Sattriya 
dance, Assamese literature, and, most 
importantly, in the values and cultural identity of 
the Assamese people. 

Srimanta Shankardev’s life reminds us that 
religion and culture can become powerful forces 
for unity, dignity, and social harmony. As we 
remember and celebrate his extraordinary legacy 
today, NEIACO, an organization 
established by people from Northeast 
India and based in the northeastern 

United States, joins the community in 
honoring the great Srimanta Shankardev 
and preserving the values, culture, and 
traditions that he gave to Assamese 
society.  

Through efforts, such as those NEIACO, 
Sankardeva’s teachings and cultural legacy 
continue to connect Assamese and Northeast 
Indian communities across generations and 
across the world. His extraordinary contribution 
has made him not only one of Assam’s greatest 
sons, but also one of India’s most remarkable 
spiritual and cultural reformers. 

 
The author is the son of Jigyasa Roy Phukan and Chandan 
Phukan. His parents can be reached at 
chandan.phukan@gmail.com,  
 
 
Editor’s Note: This was presented by Mr. Phukan on the 
occasion of the celebration of the Sankaradeva Tithi on 
September 12, 2026, by the NEIACO (North East Indian 
American Cultural Organization) and NAAM.  
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RECENT ACTIVITIES 

মহাপুৰুষ �ম� শ� ৰেদৱৰ ৪৫৮ সংখয্ক  িতেৰাভাৱ িতিথ পালন 

েযাৱা ১২ েছে��ৰ, শিনবােৰ িনউ জাছ�ৰ অসম কিমউিনিট 

হাউচত NEIACO-ৰ উেদয্াগত তথা �বাসী অসমীয়াৰ সহেযাগত 

জগতগ‍ৰু মহাপুৰুষ �ম� শ�ৰেদৱৰ ৪৫৮ সংখয্ক িতেৰাভাৱ িতিথ 

ভি� আৰু ��ােৰ পালন কৰা হয়। িতিথৰ লগত সংগিত ৰািখ 

আেয়াজন কৰা হয় এক িবেশষ কাযর্সূচীৰ। 

অনু�ানৰ আৰ�িণেত নৱ�জ�ৰ কণ-কণ িশশ‍সকলক অসমীয়া 

স�ীয়া সং�ৃিতৰ ৈসেত পিৰচয় কৰাই িদয়াৰ উেদ্দেশয্ এক 

মেনােমাহা সাং�ৃিতক অনু�ান অনুি�ত হয়। অনু�ানত িশশ‍সকেল 

েঘাষা, বৰগীত আৰু মহাপুৰুষ �ম� শ�ৰেদৱৰ জীৱন-দশর্ন 

স�ক�য় ব�বয্ পিৰেৱশন কেৰ। 

 
Pic. 1: Bhakats participating in the Tithi 

�� মাধৱেদৱ গ‍ৰুজনাৰ নামেঘাষাৰ পৰা কৃি� দৎতɘই “মুি�েতা 

িন�ৃহ িযেটা” পিৰেৱশন কিৰ উপি�ত সকেলােক আ�ত কেৰ। 

অ’ৰা শমর্া আৰু আভা শমর্া ভ�ী�েয় “েকিল কেৰ বৃ�াবেন” 

পিৰেৱশন কেৰ। উে�খয্ েয অ’ৰাই িনেজই হাৰমিনয়ামত সংগত 

কেৰ। ৰায়ন ফুকেন মহাপুৰুষ �ম� শ�ৰেদৱৰ জীৱনী স�েকর্  

ব�বয্ আগবঢ়ায়। অনয়া েচৗধুৰীেয় জ�া�মী িবষয়ক ব�ৃতা �দান 

কেৰ। 

ইয়াৰ উপিৰ মািহকা বৰকাকিতেয় মহাপুৰুষ �ম� শ�ৰেদৱ 

িবৰিচত বৰগীত “শ‍ন শ‍নেৰ সুৰ” পিৰেৱশন কিৰ উপি�ত 

সকেলােক আ�ত কেৰ। আনহােত, কঁুিহ বৰাই ভাওনা স�ভর্ ত 

ব�বয্ আগবঢ়াই উপি�ত সকেলােৰ মন জয় কেৰ। িশশ‍সকলৰ 

এই �েচ�াই �বাসৰ মািটেতা অসমীয়া ভাষা, সািহতয্ আৰু 

সং�ৃিতৰ চচর্ া অবয্াহত ৰখাৰ লগেত নৱ�জ�ক িনজৰ িশপাৰ 

ৈসেত সংযু� কৰাৰ এক সু�ৰ িনদশর্ন দািঙ ধেৰ। 

 
Pic. 2: Ms. Mahika Borkotoky performing a Borgeet 

েজয্�সকলৰ ফালৰ পৰা মিনদীপা েচিতয়া, িড�ী েচৗধুৰী আলম 

আৰু �ৱ দােসও এিটৈক বৰগীত পিৰেৱশন কেৰ। েতওঁেলাকৰ 

সুৰীয়া পিৰেৱশেন অনু�ানৰ আধয্ািৎমমক পিৰেৱশ অিধক গভীৰ কিৰ 

েতােল। উ� অনু�ানিট আঁত ধেৰ মানসী বৰাই। 

ইয়াৰ পাছেত অনুি�ত হয় িবেশষ নাম-�সংগ। বৰকাঁহৰ 

মংগল�িন আৰু হিৰনামৰ �িনেয় সম� পিৰেৱশ ভি�ৰেসেৰ 

মুখিৰত কিৰ েতােল। �বাসৰ মািটত এেকলেগ নাম-�সংগত 

অংশ�হণ কিৰ উপি�ত ভ�সকেল মহাপুৰুষজনাৰ �িত ��া 

িনেবদন কেৰ। অনু�ানৰ অ�ত ভ�সকলৰ মাজত নাম-�সাদ 

িবতৰণ কৰা হয়। 

ইফােল, ১৯ েছে��ৰত অসমীয়াৰ িহয়াৰ আমঠু, �য়াত জুিবন 

গাগর্ৰ �ৃিত িদৱস উপলে� অনু�ানত �াণৰ িশ�ীজনক পুনৰ এবাৰ 
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েসাঁৱৰণ কৰা হয়। �বাসী অসমীয়াই এেকলেগ “মায়ািবনী” গীত 

পিৰেৱশন কিৰ �য়াত িশ�ীজনৰ �িত ��া�িল িনেবদন কেৰ। 

সকেলােৰ বােব মুকিল এই অনু�ানত উেমশ তহিবলদাৰ, িড�ী 

েচৗধুৰী আলম আৰু েসৗেৰন শমর্াই জুিবন গাগর্ৰ এেকািটৈক জনি�য় 

গীত পিৰেৱশন কিৰ গভীৰ ��া�িল �াপন কেৰ। 

এেনদেৰই িনভাঁজ, সুৱদী-সুৰীয়া অসমীয়া ভাষা-সং�ৃিতৰ চচর্ ােৰ 

�বাসৰ মািটত �বাসী অসমীয়াই এিট িবেশষ িদন �ৰণীয় কিৰ 

েতােল। এেন অনু�ানৰ জিৰয়েত এফােল মহাপুৰুষ �ম� 

শ�ৰেদৱৰ অমৰ আদশর্ আৰু অসমীয়া স�ীয়া সং�ৃিতৰ চচর্ া 

অবয্াহত থােক, আনফােল নৱ�জ�ৰ মাজত িনজৰ ভাষা, সং�ৃিত 

আৰু িশপাৰ �িত এক গভীৰ সংেযাগ গঢ় ৈল উেঠ। 

 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Sutradhar: Annual Multicultural 
Event 
This year’s Sutradhar, NAAM’s annual 
multicultural Music & Dance Festival event, will 
take place on November 7, 2026, from  2-6 pm 
at the First Presbyterian Church of Dutch Neck 
154 South Mill Rd., West Windsor, NJ 0855.   

The registration fee for the event is only $25 
(twenty-five dollars). 

 

 

 

Monthly naam-proxonga 
The upcoming monthly naam-proxonga events 
are as follows, and NAAM cordially invites you 
to join these monthly events: 

• October 12, 2026 2:00 PM ET 
• November,  2026 2:00 PM ET (TBD) 
• December, 2026 2:00 PM ET (TBD) 
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Q&A 

Q: What is NAAM? 
A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. 
(NAAM) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and 
cultural organization formed to construct and 
manage a Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora 
to celebrate and perform the spiritual traditions 
and philosophical teachings of Srimanta 
Sankardeva. With strong ties with all the Satras 
of Assam, NAAM seeks to provide a forum for 
learned spiritual leaders and traditional artistes 
to share their knowledge and talent with the 
current and future generations of the Assamese 
diaspora. 
 
Q:  What are the immediate goals of 
NAAM? 
A:   Some of the immediate goals of NAAM 
include spreading awareness on NAAM 
initiatives, building a digital media platform, 
planning for fundraising, and participating 
regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM seeks 
volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora 
across the United States to achieve these goals. 

Please join us (details at the bottom of this 
newsletter).  In our planning activity, the first 
priority is to identify what is needed to establish 
a temporary Naamghar.  This will make 
the Guru Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri 
Auniati Satra Satradhikar, more easily 
accessible to the public, while we work on the 
longer-term project of building a 
permanent Naamghar. 
 
Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other 
organizations? 
A:  NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with 
all community organizations that are willing to 
help achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to 
have meaningful discussions with all 
organizations in our community; please contact 
us if you would like to be a part of this 
conversation (contact details at the bottom). 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?  

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP 
(WG): We need your help in achieving the 
dream of building a Naamghar in North 
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to anyone 
interested in building the Naamghar.   

 
If you are interested in getting involved actively 
in NAAM’s mission, please join NAAM by 

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.  
The WG meets regularly via 
teleconference/video conference to discuss 
issues related to NAAM and its mission and 
goals. 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:Naaminfo@Naamghar.org
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS 
The following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals 
who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The 
current WG members are: 

• Tutumoni Baishya, Assam 
• Niraj Barbara, PA (EC 

member) 
• Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ 

(Editor, NAAM Newsletter) 
• Enakshi Baruah, IL 
• Gautom Lal Baruah, IL 
• Pranab Bora, WI 
• Lolit Bora, MO 
• Subhasini Bora, NC 
• Dr. Babul Borah, OH 
• Utpal Borah, PA 
• Dilara Boruah, CA 
• Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, NJ 

(Bor-medhi, Chairperson, 
NAAM) 

• Monidipa Bordoloi, CA 
• Susanto Bordoloi, CT 
• Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA 
• Malabika Brahma, NJ 

• Debojit Chowdhury, CA 
• Niren Choudhury, NJ (EC 

member) 
• Dr. Aswini Choudhury, NY 
• Neeruj Choudhury, NY 
• Dr. Bikul Das, MA 
• Namita Das, VA 
• Dr. Pradip Das, MO 
• Rupam Das, Assam 
• Shyam DevChoudhury, PA 

(Secretary, EC member) 
• Dr. Saswati Datta, OH 
• Hemanga Dutta, NJ 
• Panchali Dutta, NJ 
• Sawmick Dutta, CA 
• Prandeep Gogoi, NJ 
• Ajoy Hazarika, NY 
• Kamalakshi Hazarika, DE 
• Suranjoy Hazarika, DE (EC 

member) 

• Priyadarshini Inman, NC (EC 
member) 

• Sridevi Jaggannath, NC 
• Diganta Kalita, IL  
• Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ 
• Lalita Kalita, IL 
• Rashmi Kalita, CA 
• Sangaurav Kaushik, NC 
• Nilanjona Mahanta, CA 
• Nabanita Majumdar, WA 
• Chayanika Mohan, NC 
• Shakhyar Neog, NJ 
• Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL 
• Lekhika Pathak, Assam 
• Anu Perlmutter, PA 
• Nilakshi Phukan, NC 
• Gayatree Prasad, CA 
• Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ 

(Treasurer, EC member) 
• Vavani Sarmah, CA 

Contact Us 
Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org  

Website: www.naamghar.org  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica  
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