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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI

Dear community members and well-wishers of
NAAM,

I am following up on my earlier communication
regarding the announcement for a public
temporary Naamghar for Naamghar Association
of America (NAAM). Please find that
communication elsewhere in this newsletter. On
behalf of NAAM, I would like to welcome everyone
to our new publicly accessible community
Naamghar in Martinsville, NJ and seek your
graceful presence in the Guru Axon consecration
ceremony on Saturday, November 15, 2025, from
11:00 AM.

The event will start promptly at 11:00 AM with the
pratisthapon of the Guru Axon followed by Nam-
Proxongo. Light refreshments will be served. We
also welcome anyone willing to perform any
Sattriya dance, Borgeet or any other relevant
performance. Please send us an email at:

naaminfo@naamghar.org with your name and the

item to be performed.

Event venue: 1600 Washington Valley Road,
Martinsville NJ 08836.

Date: Saturday, November 15, 2025.
Start time: 11:00 AM. End time: 5:00 PM.

This is a very auspicious opportunity for all the
community members to participate in decorating
and making our sacred Guru Axon a grand symbol
of our community.

We are planning to put one hundred and eight
silver flowers on the Gamosa adorning the steps of
the Guru Axon that represent the Sapta
Baikuntha leading to the Amohi-Ghar where the
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Gunamala is placed. Anyone willing to place
silver flowers on the Guru Axon will be able
to place an order by sending us an email at:
naaminfo@naamghar.org with the person’s name
and quantity of flowers desired. Since we have a
very limited number of flowers, we will reserve the
flowers on a first come first served basis. The cost
of each flower is $20.00 (twenty dollars) and can
be paid at https://naamghar.org/payportal/ or by
cash on the day of the event.

NAAM organized a heartfelt Shraddhanjali
(Tribute) to Zubeen Garg on September 28 at the
premises of the new Naamghar mentioned above:
A Tribute to Zubeen Garg - The Voice of the Soul,
the Pride of Assam (more details with a photo in
another section of the newsletter)

NAAM also led and actively participated with
Naam-Praxanga at the Tirubhav Tithi of Srimanta
Sankardeva organized by NEIACO at the Ved
Mandir premises on September 28, 2025.

Our Naamghar runs on the contributions from the
members of the community. As always, please
donated generously to our Naamghar.

Thank you all,

Sincerely,
Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor-Medhi
Chairman, NAAM

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com
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UPDATES ON THE FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES

DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX
BENEFIT: Coonsider making NAAM
as one of the beneficiaries of your
estate planning and/or donate for
potential tax benefits for the current
tax year (please consult your tax
adviser for details).

If your employer matches your
donation to a charitable
organization (direct or through
payroll deductions), please add
“Naamghar Association of America,
Inc.” as one the beneficiaries.

NAAM is soliciting your donations
via its website
(https://naamghar.org/), NAAM
Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/Naamgh
arAssociationOfAmerica/), and the
“DONATE” button on this page to

fund a community Naamghar in
North America.

NAAM is looking forward to an active
participaiton of the community
(Assamese diaspora) for realizing a
common dream of building a
Naamghar in North America. Please
use the “DONATE” button below
and/or contact Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for
additional information. Thank you!

4+
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Please contribute to NAAM'’s
effort to build a naamghar in
North America:

Safe & Secure

PayPal 7=~
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CONCEPT REPORT ON THE PROPOSED 'SANKARADEVA CULTURAL
CENTER AND NAAMGHAR' IN NEW-JERSEY, USA

By NAAM Executive Committe

The proposed ‘Sankaradeva Cultural
Center and Naamghar’ in New-Jersey, USA,
is an ambitious conceptual project envisioned
on approximately 3 acres of land. This
conceptually proposed complex aims to serve as
a vibrant cultural and spiritual hub that
preserves Assamese heritage while embracing
for the broader community activities.

In addition to its cultural and social
significance, the project emphasizes financial
sustainability to ensure smooth operations and
long-term maintenance. The inclusion of a
banquet hall for weddings, festivals and social
events along with a dining hall supported by a
well-equipped kitchen, will create avenues for
revenue generation.

The performing art hall may be used for Arts
and varied exhibitions and workshops, further
contributing to financial stability. A dedicated
guest house will provide accommodation for
visitors, artists and scholars to sustain the
complex’s upkeep and day to day expenses,
while the library and administrative office will
support educational and community activities.

Given the present fund constraints, the project
is planned to be executed in a phased manner to
ensure steady progress without compromising
its core vision. As part of this approach, the

dining area and performing arts hall may be
integrated with the banquet hall to optimize
space and resources during the initial phase.
This flexible design strategy will allow the
complex to function efficiently from the outset
while enabling future expansions as additional
funds become available.

By balancing cultural aspirations with practical
execution, the ‘Sankaradeva Cultural
Center and Naamghar’ aspires to be a self-
reliant institution that continues to serve the
Assamese community for generations to come.

NAAM is very pleased to share some
preliminary architectural designs created by
renowned architect firm DESIGN PLENUM
from Guwahati, India, in the next two pages.

Please note that these plans are their conceptual
phases only and we are sharing them with you
for information purposes only.

We hope that this information will motivate you
to open your purses and donate to NAAM so that
the dream of having a Naamghar in North
America is finally realized. Thank you!

4+
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DONATION TIERS FOR NAAM

There are many ways you can donate to NAAM, so please find the options suitable for you.

Donation and Membership Details:

1.

$10,000 (Cash and/or Asset)

a) Category: Subha-anudhyayi

b) Installments: 25 x $400

c¢) Additional Benefits: Reserved
Seating & Life Membership & Blue
Plaque

. $5,000 (Cash and/or Asset)

a) Category: Subha-kamanakari

b) Installments: 25 x $200

¢) Additional Benefits: Life
membership & Green Plaque

. $1,000 (Cash)

a) Category: Mangal-kamanakari
b) Installments: 20 x $50
c) Additional Benefits: White Plaque

. $100 (Cash)

a) Category: Kalyan-kankhi
b) Installments: N/A
c) Additional Benefits: N/A

5. $50 (Cash)
a) Category: Hita-kankhi
b) Installments: N/A
c) Additional Benefits: N/A

Please click on the "DONATE" button below
and/or contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for additional
information.

+
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Please contribute to NAAM’s
effort to build a naamghar in
North America:

Safe & Secure

PayPal =g~
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IDEAS FOR FUND RAISING DRIVE
By NAAM Executive Committee

Please review the information below and give us your constructive thoughts in achieving and exceeding that
target. Please contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for additional information.

+  Common Yearly Ones: ~$80K
* Regular yearly fund raising event
» Dinner with celebrities - $10K
e Cultural functions - $10K
¢ Other (like in Sankardev Tithis) - $10K

« Plaque placement for love ones (say 50 plaques/150) ~ $7.5K

Selling Sankardev Literatures : $5K

e« Misc: $10K
» Materials donation : 5K (like car/boat) — This has lots of legalities and formalities
* Other- $5K

* Special fund-raising events: $30K (virtual/social media/in person)
+ Total for next 3 years : ~$200K
+ Initial Pledges: $350K (Most important one)
* 70% of NE families and 25% of across US/Canada ($100/each as token): $26.5K
* (200x.70) + (500 X 0.25) = 140+125 = 265 families
*+ $50Kx1=$50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $25Kx 2 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $10Kx 15 = $150K- Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $2500 x 20 = $50K- Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $1000 x 50 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix
+ Construction Related : $70K
* Floor tiles (say 50/1000) ~50K (only applicable for new building)
* Brick (only possible for new building — Say $100/200) ~ $20K (applicable for new building)

+ Expected Total in 3 years : $700K (we could get close to $500K in reality if everything
works out)

+
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ANNOUNCEMENT FOR PUBLIC TEMPORARY NAAMGHAR FOR NAAM

Dear Well-Wishers of NAAM,

With utmost gratitude to the Almighty and our
revered Gurujona, Naamghar Association  of
America (NAAM) is overjoyed to share a historic
moment in the journey towards establishing a
publicly accessible Naamghar in North
America. Following the maiden visit of the
Satradhikar of Sri Sri Auniati Satra, Dr.
Pitambar Dev Goswami to the United States in
September 2016, we have entered into a
covenant agreement with the organization
Sanctuary & Seed to establish our public
temporary Naamghar, beginning September 1,
2025. Although it took us nearly nine years to
attain this, this important milestone of having a
publicly accessible Naamghar is made possible
by the support and the many small and big
contributions from each one of
you. NAAM would like to express our heartfelt
thanks to the entire community. This sacred
space will serve as a spiritual home for devotees
to gather, perform Naam-Prasanga, pray and
reflect.

The temporary Naamghar will be located at:
1600 Washington Valley Rd
Martinsville, NJ 08836

A humble request to all well-wishers:

While the covenant agreement begins on
September 1st, we kindly ask that you refrain
from visiting the site until further notice. We
will need time to prepare the space and
ceremoniously move in the Guru Axon. In the
coming days, we shall share further details
about our inaugural prayers for establishing the

Guru Axon within this Temporary Naamghar.

Support Our Sacred Mission:

As we take this blessed step forward, it comes
with added expenses. We invite the members of
the community to contribute towards the rental
expenses of our Temporary Naamghar and
towards the long-term goal of establishing our
permanent Naamghar in the US. Your offerings
will help sustain this spiritual endeavor and
ensure its availability for generations to come.

You may donate

at: https://www.naamghar.org/payportal.
Donations are tax-deductible as NAAM is a 501
c(3) organization. Each contribution will be
respectfully recorded and accumulated over
lifetime for each individual or family.

Please stay connected and continue offering
your prayers and support as we walk this
blessed path together.

Thank you.

On behalf of the board of
trustees, Naamghar Association of America Inc.
(NAAM),

Dr. Binoy Kr. Bordoloi Bor Medhi
Chairman

Naamghar Association of America,
Inc. (NAAM)

Web: https://naamghar.org

Email: naaminfo@naamghar.org

+
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A MEMORIAL TRIBUTE (SHRADHANJALI) TO ZUBEEN GARG — VOICE

OF THE SOUL, PRIDE OF ASSAM

A memorial tribute to Zubeen Garg, Voice of the
Soul and pride of Assam, was offered by NAAM on
September 28, 2025 in its temporary Naamghar in
Martinsville, NJ (mentioned earlier). NAAM
Chairman (Bor-Medhi), Dr. Binoy Bordoloi,
narrated the story when Zubeen Garg came to
participate at the first cultural function of NAAM
held on December-2, 2017, when the
Auniati Satradhikar with a few Bhakats came with
the Guru Axon to be delivered to NAAM. Zubeen
sang the Borgeet “Brahma Aadi Kori..” with an
acoustic guitar at the stage to get the function
started.

Pic: attendees at the Zubeen Garg tribute event
organized by NAAM

The following is a summary of the speech delivered
by Chairman on Sept-28:
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The authors is a resident of USA and could be contacted
at hazarikaad@gmail.com
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FEATURED ARTICLE #3
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The authors is a resident of USA and could be contacted
at hazartkaad@gmail.com
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FEATURED ARTICLE #4

Sishu Leela of the Kirtana
By Kamalakshi Hazarika

Bowing in reverence to Bhagwan Sri Krishna, I
pay my respects to Sri Sri Chandrakanta
Mahanta for allowing me to read the beautiful
works of the Kirtana so beautifully composed by
our Bhagavan Swarup Sri Sri Srimanta Sankar
deva. Our deepest gratitude to Sri Sri Mahanta
for rendering to us in English the holy works,
the scriptural works of the Kirtana originally
composed by Srimanta Shankar deva.

The Kirtana is the bedrock of Vaishnavism in
Kamrup in Assam. It is a form of summarized
Bhagavat Purana. The Kirtana is a book of
hymns of varied lengths and meter and with
different melodies sung by the devotees of the
Vaishnava community. The great author started
the book at Batadrava and completed its works
at Patbausi near Barpeta town in Kamarup. The
book begins with the verses that explains
“Caturvimsati Avatara” . It ends in Tatparyya of
the Bhagavat Purana in thirty chapter. The
purpose of the holy works of the Kirtana is to
describe the divine attributes of Shri Krishna
and to sing about the Leela of Bhagwan Krishna.

The twenty-four incarnations of Lord Vishnu
are described in the beginning of the book, in
the chapter called the “Caturvimsati Avatara.”
The Kirtana has hymns composed in devotion to
the ten incarnations known as the Dasa Avatara
of Lord Vishnu. It includes the hymns composed
of the minor incarnations of Bhagwan Vishnu as
well. The holy book holds Twentynine chapters
and ends in chapter thirty. Two hymns in the
Bhagavata Tatparrya explains the quintessence
of the Bhagavata. Our reverend guru tells us that
Nama Dharma is the repeated chanting of the
Lord’s name that destroys our sins and the evils

of Kali Yuga. In the second hymn, by the mouth
of sage Suka wisdom is imparted that Sri
Krishna is the supreme Lord of the world. It is
through Sravana and Kirtana that men become
devotees and obtains the grace of Bhagwan.

Suka deva, a great bhakta of the lord, practiced
Gyan yoga. However, he practiced devotion
when he realized that love for supreme is the
home of bliss. Our guru has said that bhakti is
the highest path. To achieve the elevated
position of bhakti, one may find Prema bhakti or
Rasamayi bhakti. To practice bhakti yoga our
guru has prescribed different ways. Sri Sri
Shankar Deva has laid great importance on
performing Archana where he has listed the
activities of Sri Krishna. The Ekasarna dharma
is described as a communion with Lord
Narayana by practicing Nama dharma or bhakti
dharma.

Sishu Leela:

The Sishu Leela chapter of Kirtana describes the
sportive activities of Bala Krishna. When Sri
Krishna is born Vasudeva holds Bala Krishna
and the chains on his legs fall off, and the door
opens. Vasudeva then lifts Sri Krishna and
carries him outside into the stormy night. On his
way the river Yamuna parts to pave a way for
Vasudeva to go to Gokul and the celestial
serpent spreads its hood to shelter the baby in
the rain. When Vasudeva arrives at Nanda’s
house, he lovingly places Bala Krishna beside
Yashoda and brings her daughter back to the
Mathura. Thus, Sri Krishna is born to destroy
the evil Kamsa, the oppressor of the good.

The evil Kamsa summoned many Daityas to
harm Bala Krishna, but Sri Hari defeated and
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killed them. The Kirtana sings the glory of Sri
Krishna when he gave death to the demoness
Putana.

The demon Cakravata had stolen Sri Krishna
and had taken him to the skies, but Bala Krishna
killed him by squeezing his throat. Mother
Yashoda was calmed by getting Sri Krishna
back.

The divine lord once yawned and revealed to Ma
Yashoda the entire universe within his stomach.
At this, Mother Yashoda trembled and she,
being amazed, closed her eyes. The sage Garga
performing all birth ceremonies gave the balak
the name Krishna.

Sri Krishna often created mischief in the house
of the milk maids. The maids complained to
Yashoda ma about Sri Krishna’s misdeeds that
he would let loose the cows and then drink the
milk and the curd stealthily. In houses where he
did not find anything he would beat the
children, make a nuisance and flee. Mother
Yashoda would often listen to the maids and
smile at the sportive activities of her beloved
son.

Joyously in Vajra, Sri Krishna enacts various
sports in the guise of a child. Once, the children
falsely accused Sri Krishna of swallowing a lump
of earth. Yashoda caught the hands of her son
and reproached him, then she asked Bala
Krishna to open his mouth. Krishna told his
mother that all his friends and even Balo were
lying about him. He opened his mouth and Lo!
Mother Yashoda saw the entire universe with
the seas, oceans, trees, all creatures and herself.
In amazement she began to pray to her son. Sri
Krishna realized that his mother had discovered
the Lord in him. He removed her maya and Ma
Yashoda regained her composure.

When Yashoda ma once did not attend to her
son, she lost him to mischief. Bala Krishna,
being angry, broke the pitchers of curd and
eating it also gave it to the monkeys. Mother

Yashoda ran after her son with a stick. Sri
Krishna, who being the universe, could not be
caught easily until she was tired. Hari then
allowed himself to be tied to a mortar seeing the
plight of his mother. When Yashoda ma had
gone to do her household duties, Sri Krishna
pulled the mortar forward. As he pulled it along,
it uprooted two Arjuna trees. The sons of Kuvera
were trapped in those trees and being released
from their curse, bowed to Vanamali and left.

Sri Krishna delighted all by singing and dancing
with the Gopis. A hawker selling fruits once
offered to sell her fruits. The lord offered her
paddy for fruits. The lady offered fruits to the
balak who blessed her and her basket filled with
gold and silver. A demon disguised as a calf had
once rushed at Gopal who made him depart. Sri
Krishna caught him with his hind legs and flung
him into a tree.

Once Bakasura had swallowed Sri Krishna to the
utter consternation of the cowherd boys but
then he fell unconscious with a burning
sensation and released Sri Krishna. When he
tried to swallow bala Krishna again he was split
like a reed and given death. Dhenuka also
perished at the hands of Sri Krishna.

Boma, the son of Danava Maya had trapped the
cowherds in a cave with a stone. Sri Hari killed
the demon and released all the boys. Once when
all the cattle and the cowherds were surrounded
by wild forest fire, Bhagwan through divine
power brought them to Gokula saving their
lives. When Nanda was swallowed up by a
serpent, Gopal saved Nanda by touching the
serpent and releasing him from a curse.

During sleep Sri Krishna had taken the Gopa
and Gopis to Vaikuntha. Hari showed them the
glory of the denizens of Vaikuntha and delivered
them back to Gokula. The servant of Baruna had
carried off Nanda, but Sri Krishna brought him
back whereupon Nanda related their greatness
to all in Braja. Indra had rained seven days;
when Gopala_with a_single hand uprooted
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mount Gobardhan and provided shelter, Indra
was humbled and installed Govinda as the king
of the cattle. In another sportive activity Sri
Krishna stole the garments of the milk maids
when they went for a ritual in the Yamuna and
after much fun returned them their clothes.

When the wicked asura Agha assumed a huge
form and the calves and cowherds unknowingly
entered the stomach of Agha, Sri Krishna
followed and then inflated the stomach to burst
it. The asura thereby merged with the divine. All
regained life once they came out of Agha but
then Brahma came and stole the calves and the
cowherds away and concealed them in a cave.
When Sri Hari revealed to Brahma, his beautiful
four-armed form, Brahma was stounded and
touched Hari’s feet in adoration and began to
pray to Hari as —‘Krishna, Krishna.’

May all listen to the accounts of Sri Hari and
reach salvation.

He who suffers the consequence of his past
actions but awaits thy mercy and adores thy
feet with heart and word and body deserves
salvation. Prostrating before Hari and signing
his glory the creator surrendered to Sri Krishna
and became free from delusion.

Bowing before Sri Krishna, Sri Sankara sings
this — “Let all sing the songs of Hari and Hari
only be free from sins.”

Author’s note: I pay my respects to Dr. Sri Binoy Kumar
Bordoloi and to all respected members of NAAM and the
executive committee of The Namghar Association of America
for allowing me to render a summary of the Sishu Leela
Adhyayan of the holy works of our Kirtana. I beg to be forgiven
for any errors or omission made in reciting the holy works. Jai
guru Sankara.

The authors is a resident of USA and could be contacted
at kamalakshi.hazarika@gmail.com

+
Lm)

Page | 19


mailto:kamalakshi.hazarika@gmail.com

RECENT ACTIVITIES

Some of these activities, such as the
recently completed Tithi celebration on
September 28, 2025, organized by
NEIACO, and a memorial tribute to
Zubeen Garg (Shradhanjali) organized
by NAAM, etc. are reported above.

4
m

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Please stay tuned!
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Q&A

Q: What is NAAM?

A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. (NAAM)
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and cultural
organization formed to construct and manage a
Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate
and perform the spiritual traditions and
philosophical teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva.
With strong ties with all the Satras of Assam, NAAM
seek to provide a forum for learned spiritual leaders
and traditional artistes to share their knowledge and
talent with the current and future generations of the
Assamese diaspora.

Q: What are the immediate goals of NAAM?
A: Some of the immediate goals of NAAM include
spreading awareness on NAAM initiatives, build a
digital media platform, plan for fund raising, and
participate regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM
seeks volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora
across the United States to achieve these goals.
Please join us (details at the bottom of this
newsletter). In our planning activity, the first

priority is to identify what is needed to establish a
temporary Naamghar. This will make the Guru
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the public,
while we work on the longer-term project of building
a permanent Naamghar.

Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other
organizations?

A: NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with all
community organizations which are willing to help
achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to have
meaningful discussion with all organizations in our
community; please contact us if you would like to be
a part of this conversation (contact details at the
bottom).

+
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP
(WG): We need your help in achieving the
dream of building a Naamghar in North
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone
who is interested in building the Naamghar.

If you are interested in getting involved actively
in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.
The WG meets regularly via

teleconference/video conference to discuss
various issues that are related to NAAM and its
mission and goals.
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS

Following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals
who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The
current WG members are:

e Tutumoni Baishya, Assam Malabika Brahma, NJ e Priyadarshini Inman, NC (EC

Niraj Barbara, PA (EC
member)

Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ
(Editor, NAAM Newsletter)

Enakshi Baruah, IL
Gautom Lal Baruah, IL
Pranab Bora, WI

Lolit Bora, PA
Subhasini Bora, NC
Dr. Babul Borah, OH
Utpal Borah, VA
Dilara Boruah, CA

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, NJ
(Bor-medhi, Chairperson,
NAAM)

Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ
Monidipa Bordoloi, CA
Susanto Bordoloi, CT
Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA

Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org

Website: www.naamghar.org

Debojit Chowdhury, CA

Niren Choudhury, NJ (EC
member)

Dr. Bikul Das, MA
Namita Das, VA
Dr. Pradip Das, MO
Rupam Das, Assam

Shyam DevChoudhury, PA
(Secretary, EC member)

Dr. Saswati Datta, OH
Hemanga Dutta, NJ
Panchali Dutta, NJ
Sawmick Dutta, CA
Prandeep Gogoi, NJ
Ajoy Hazarika, NY
Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ

Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ (EC
member)

Contact Us

member)

Sridevi Jaggannath, NC
Diganta Kalita, IL

Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ
Lalita Kalita, IL

Rashmi Kalita, CA
Sangaurav Kaushik, NC
Nilanjona Mahanta, CA
Nabanita Mazumdar, WA
Chayanika Mohan, NC
Shakhyar Neog, NJ

Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL
Lekhika Pathak, Assam
Anu Perlmutter, VA
Nilakshi Phukan, NC
Gayatree Prasad, CA

Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ
(Treasurer, EC member)

Vavani Sarmah, CA

Facebook: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica
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