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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI

Dear community members and well-wishers of
NAAM,

Now that the Winter season is over, we are
preparing for the Spring.

This Quarter-1 issue of the newsletter being our
first of the year 2025 issue, we wish to highlight
specifically covering our annual cultural event
of the year on May 17, 2025. This also serves as
our annual fund-raising event.

It is my pleasure to highlight a few items that
you will find in this issue of our newsletter:

(A)A Visit to the River Island of Monasteries:
Majuli; By Dr. Jayantimala Borpujari

Dr. Borpujari is from Jorhat and is currently
settled in New Delhi. This article in the
newsletter describes her visit to Majuli in a
manner that anybody would love to visit this
charming place after reading it to appreciate not
only its natural beauty, but also to enlighten
oneself with a wealth of knowledge about its
Satras, the Vaisnavite Monasteries.

A Satra creates an atmosphere where one
appreciates the love and devotion to God via the
learnings from Bhagawad. While the rituals
may differ from one Satra to another, the
message of spreading the knowledge of
Bhagawad is the same. Cultural performances
of Raxas and Bhaonas were also mentioned,
describing in particular the Nrixingha
Mahaprabhu’s Bhaona.

The article also describes nicely how the
nomenclature of many of the Satras evolved as
we know of them today, for example, Auniati,

Naamghar Association of America
NEWSLETTER

January-March 2025

Garamur, Dakxinpat, Natun Kamalabari, to
name a few.

We are in the process of compiling a list of the
names of the various Satras in Majuli (we will
publish this list once all information is vetted),
To the best of our knowledge, about thirty-five
Satras are still housed in Majuli, though about
an equal number got washed away due to flood
over the years.

(B)Sutradhar :NAAM Annual Cultural Event:
Guest speaker from Assam and Invited
artist from Dallas

We are pleased to present a guest speaker from
Assam, Dr. Bishnu Prasad Sarma, MD-Ph.D. as
part of our multicultural program. He was the
Dean, Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine, Srimanta
Sankaradeva University of Health Sciences,
Guwahati, India. He was also the Physician to
the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh. He is an
author of several books and other publications
(additional details about our guest speaker is
available on the flier for the event that you will
see elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter). He
will deliver a lecture on “Health through Herbs.”

As this is also our annual fund-raising event
with a cultural extravaganza, so we have
assembled an exciting group of performers,
including the invited artist Vandita Parikh from
Dallas, TX. She is the recipient of the President’s
Award, Smt Pratibha Patil in 2011. She will be
joined by local artists made up of children and
adults.
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(C)Proposed ‘Shankardeva Cultural Center
with Naamghar’: USA

The proposed ‘Shankardeva Cultural Center
with Naamghar’ in New Jersey, USA, is an
ambitions conceptual project envisioned on
approximately 3 acres of land, preferably 5 to 10
acres considering future expansions. This
proposed complex aims to serve as a vibrant
cultural and spiritual hub that preserves
Assamese heritage while embracing the broader
community engagements in North America.
More details and architectural diagrams are
shown in a different section of the newsletter.

Please write to us at naaminfo@naamghar.org

about activities in your area of your residence as
well as your thoughts to drive our mission. One
can contribute in one of three ways:

e $ donation (please visit www.naamghar.org)

e Devote your time with us in a suitable drive
of your choice
e Enrich us with your brilliant ideas

We look forward to writing with your input to
the community again in our Q2 newsletter in
June 2025.

Sincerely,
Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor-Medhi
Chairman, NAAM

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com

+
m

UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

e Sutradhar:NAAM Annual Cultural Event:
This year’s first fund raising culturl event is
scheduled for May 17, 2025. Your participation
will greatly help NAAM, so we look forwar to
seeing you there. Please see the flier of the event
elsewhre on this issue of the newsletter.

e DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX
BENEFIT: Coonsider making NAAM as one of
the beneficiaries of your estate planning and/or
donate for potential tax benefits for the current
tax year (please consult your tax adviser for
details).

o Ifyour employer matches your donation
to a charitable organization (direct or
through payroll deductions), please add
“Naamghar Association of America, Inc.” as
one the beneficiaries.

e NAAM is soliciting your donations via its

website (https://naamghar.org/), NAAM
Facebook page

(https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociat
ionOfAmerica/), and the “DONATE” button on
this page to fund a community Naamghar in
North America.

e NAAM is looking forward to an active
participaiton of the community (Assamese
diaspora) for realizing a common dream of
building a Naamghar in North America. Please
use the “DONATE” button below and/or contact
Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for additional

information. Thank you!
+
md

Please contribute to NAAM’s
effort to build a naamghar in
North America:

Safe & Secure

PayPal 7=~
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DONATION TIERS FOR NAAM

There are many ways you can donate to NAAM, so please find the options suitable for you.
Donation and Membership Details:

1. $10,000 (Cash and/or Asset)
a) Category: Subha-anudhyayi
b) Installments: 25 x $400
c¢) Additional Benefits: Reserved
Seating & Life Membership & Blue
Plaque

5. $50 (Cash)
a) Category: Hita-kankhi
b) Installments: N/A
c) Additional Benefits: N/A

2. $5,000 (Cash and/or Asset)

a) Category: Subha-kamanakari Please click on the "DONATE" button below
b) Installments: 25 x $200 and/or contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at
c) Additional Benefits: Life binoy.bordoloi @gmail.com for additional
membership & Green Plaque o U
3. $1,000 (Cash)
a) Category: Mangal-kamanakari Please contribute to NAAM’s
b) Installments: 20 x $50 effort to build a naamghar in
c) Additional Benefits: White Plaque North America:
DONATE
4. $100 (Cash) PayPal mm1==
a) Category: Kalyan-kankhi
b) Installments: N/A
c) Additional Benefits: N/A km)
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IDEAS FOR FUND RAISING DRIVE
By NAAM Executive Committee

Please review the information below and give us your constructive thoughts in achieving and exceeding that
target. Please contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for additional information.

+  Common Yearly Ones: ~$80K
* Regular yearly fund raising event
» Dinner with celebrities - $10K
e Cultural functions - $10K
«  Other (like in Sankardev Tithis) - $10K
+ Plaque placement for love ones (say 50 plaques/150) ~ $7.5K
» Selling Sankardev Literatures : $5K

*  Misc: $10K
» Materials donation : 5K (like car/boat) — This has lots of legalities and formalities
e Other - $5K

* Special fund-raising events: $30K (virtual/social media/in person)
+ Total for next 3 years : ~$200K
+ Initial Pledges: $350K (Most important one)
* 70% of NE families and 25% of across US/Canada ($100/each as token): $26.5K
* (200x.70) + (500 x 0.25) = 140+125 = 265 families
* $50Kx1=$50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix
+  $25Kx 2 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $10Kx 15 = $150K- Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $2500 x 20 = $50K- Requires to develop benefits matrix
*  $1000 x 50 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix
* Construction Related : $70K
» Floor tiles (say 50/1000) ~50K (only applicable for new building)
* Brick (only possible for new building — Say $100/200) ~ $20K (applicable for new building)

+ Expected Total in 3 years : $700K (we could get close to $500K in reality if everything
works out)

+
\mﬂ
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SUTRADHAR, NAAM’S ANNUAL CULTURAL FUND-RAISING EVENT

NAAMGHAR ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
e Presents

_ Saturday May 17, 2025 | 3:00 PM — 7:00 PM
154s Mlll Rd, West Windsor annshlp, MNJ 08550

Fresenting Guest Speakar Dr Blshnu Frasad Sarma. MD, PhD. as
” part of our multlcultural program

- H e?a [th th:rnugh:‘Herbs

- Dr. Bishnu Prasad SErI.'I"IE_.._Eﬁ erﬁinent'doctm; academician and researcher from Assam,

s .a.g_iuﬁée_r_..in taking Ayurveda ;_i'ie the masses. He retired ‘as Professor, Department of
Kéyathikitsa, Gm_g"_e.rn_rﬁent Ayurvedic College, Jalukbari, Guwahati. He also served as
the Principal, Gﬁu'ernm'eﬁt Ayurvedic College Guwahati, Dean, Fal:ul*qr of Ayurvedic
Medicine, 5r|manta Sankaradeva Unwersnw of Health Sciences as well as the F'h',rsmlan
and guided sever_al ‘post g_raduate and dnctoral students- Dr. Sarma has been working
tirelesslv tﬂwards'tréﬁzslaﬁonal rieseéirch in the field of nﬂn—{:ﬂmmunicahle diseases.

He is also the recipient of VlSlstha Chlkltsa Award and Paramsand Krlpal Memorial
Award. i ffigt gk | b
; t* Scan the QR code for more information 5 %

%,,+1 979 4657628

_@ www NaamGharGrg ]
Facehuﬂk cnm_fNaamgharﬁ.ssutlatmnofﬁumerlca -
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CONCEPT REPORT ON THE PROPOSED 'SANKARADEVA CULTURAL
CENTER AND NAAMGHAR' IN NEW-JERSEY, USA

By NAAM Executive Committe

The proposed ‘Sankaradeva Cultural
Center and Naamghar’ in New-Jersey, USA,
is an ambitions conceptual project envisioned
on approximately 3 acres of land. This
conceptually proposed complex aims to serve as
a vibrant cultural and spiritual hub that
preserves Assamese heritage while embracing
for the broader community activities.

In addition to its cultural and social
significance, the project emphasizes financial
sustainability to ensure smooth operations and
long-term maintenance. The inclusion of a
banquet hall for weddings, festivals and social
events along with a dining hall supported by a
well-equipped kitchen, will create avenues for
revenue generation.

The performing art hall may be used for Arts
and varied exhibitions and workshops, further
contributing to financial stability. A dedicated
guest house will provide accommodation for
visitors, artists and scholars to sustain the
complex’s upkeep and day to day expenses,
while the library and administrative office will
support educational and community activities.

Given the present fund constraints, the project
is planned to be executed in a phased manner to
ensure steady progress without compromising
its core vision. As part of this approach, the

dining area and performing arts hall may be
integrated with the banquet hall to optimize
space and resources during the initial phase.
This flexible design strategy will allow the
complex to function efficiently from the outset
while enabling future expansions as additional
funds become available.

By balancing cultural aspirations with practical
execution, the ‘Sankaradeva Cultural
Center and Naamghar’ aspires to be a self-
reliant institution that continues to serve the
Assamese community for generations to come.

NAAM is very pleased to share some
preliminary architectural designs created by
renowned architect firm DESIGN PLENUM
from Guwahati, India, in the next two pages.

Please note that these plans are their conceptual
phases only and we are sharing them with you
for information purposes only.

We hope that this information will motivate you
to open your purses and donate to NAAM so that
the dream of having a Naamghar in North
America is finally realized. Thank you!

4+
md
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FLOOR PLAN
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The author is resident of Delhi, India, and could be contacted at jmbpujari@yahoo.com.
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RECENT ACTIVITIES UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Some of these activities, such as the upcoming Please stay tuned!
fund-raising cultural event, etc. are reported

+
above. m
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Q&A

Q: What is NAAM?

A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. (NAAM)
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and cultural
organization formed to construct and manage a
Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate
and perform the spiritual traditions and
philosophical teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva.
With strong ties with all the Satras of Assam, NAAM
seek to provide a forum for learned spiritual leaders
and traditional artistes to share their knowledge and
talent with the current and future generations of the
Assamese diaspora.

Q: What are the immediate goals of NAAM?
A: Some of the immediate goals of NAAM include
spreading awareness on NAAM initiatives, build a
digital media platform, plan for fund raising, and
participate regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM
seeks volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora
across the United States to achieve these goals.
Please join us (details at the bottom of this
newsletter). In our planning activity, the first

priority is to identify what is needed to establish a
temporary Naamghar. This will make the Guru
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the public,
while we work on the longer-term project of building
a permanent Naamghar.

Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other
organizations?

A: NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with all
community organizations which are willing to help
achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to have
meaningful discussion with all organizations in our
community; please contact us if you would like to be
a part of this conversation (contact details at the
bottom).

+

m

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP
(WG): We need your help in achieving the
dream of building a Naamghar in North
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone
who is interested in building the Naamghar.

If you are interested in getting involved actively
in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.
The WG meets regularly via

teleconference/video conference to discuss
various issues that are related to NAAM and its
mission and goals.

4+
m
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS

Following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals
who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The
current WG members are:

e Tutumoni Baishya, Assam Malabika Brahma, NJ e Priyadarshini Inman, NC (EC

Niraj Barbara, PA (EC
member)

Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ
(Editor, NAAM Newsletter)

Pranab Bora, WI

Lolit Bora, PA
Subhasini Bora, NC
Dr. Babul Borah, OH
Utpal Borah, VA
Enakshi Baruah, IL
Gautom Lal Baruah, IL
Dilara Boruah, CA

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, NJ
(Bor-medhi, Chairperson,
NAAM)

Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ
Monidipa Bordoloi, CA
Susanto Bordoloi, CT
Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA

Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org
Website: www.naamghar.org

Debojit Chowdhury, CA

Niren Choudhury, NJ (EC
member)

Dr. Bikul Das, MA
Namita Das, VA
Dr. Pradip Das, MO
Rupam Das, Assam

Shyam DevChoudhury, PA
(Secretary, EC member)

Dr. Saswati Datta, OH
Hemanga Dutta, NJ
Panchali Dutta, NJ
Sawmick Dutta, CA
Prandeep Gogoi, NJ

Ajoy Hazarika, NY
Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ

Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ (EC
member)

Contact Us

member)

Sridevi Jaggannath, NC
Diganta Kalita, IL

Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ
Lalita Kalita, IL

Rashmi Kalita, CA
Sangaurav Kaushik, NC
Nilanjona Mahanta, CA
Nabanita Mazumdar, WA
Chayanika Mohan, NC
Shakhyar Neog, NJ

Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL
Lekhika Pathak, Assam
Anu Perlmutter, VA
Nilakshi Phukan, NC
Gayatree Prasad, CA

Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ
(Treasurer, EC member)

Vavani Sarmah, CA

Facebook: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica
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