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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI 

Dear community members and well-wishers of 
NAAM, 

The Assamese diaspora in the NY/NJ/PA area 
lost two of its family members which saddened 
us all. However, our faith in Almighty give 
strength to the family members left by the 
departed souls for Moksha (or heavenly abode). 
You will find information on these two 
promising community members elsewhere in 
this newsletter.  

Now that the Fall season is over, we are 
preparing for the Winter. This fourth quarter 
issue of the newsletter is our year-end issue for 
this year. In addition to providing a financial 
update on NAAM’s activities elsewhere in this 
newsletter, it t is my pleasure to highlight a few 
key points: 

A) "NAAM Donations and Donor Analysis" is 
prepared by Suranjoy Hazarika and Dr. 
Purandar Sarmah on behalf of the Executive 
Committee of NAAM. You will notice the 
following key points in their report shown in 
another section of the newsletter: 
a. We have 109 donors over the years from 

2019 when we started the fundraising 
drive for this 501(c)(3) spiritual-cultural 
charity. We raised almost $80,000 over 
the 6-year period, while 75% of the total 
109 donors paid $250 or less. 

b. Only 11 donors accounted for almost 80% 
the total $ donations collected by NAAM 
so far. 

c. At least $1,000 per donor (YTD-
accumulated) by the States in North 
America were from the various states 
outside of the north-east region of 
NY/NJ/PA/DE, which accounted for only 
3 donors. The other states were Illinois 2, 
Missouri 2, Indiana 1, Massachusetts 1, 
California 1, and one from Assam, India.  

d. Our budget targets are $250 K for land and 
$750 K for building. 
 

B) "Fund Raising Drive": ideas have been 
compiled and we are reporting a summary 
statement on these in the newsletter. These 
account for say half a million dollars in 3 
years. Please review and give us your 
constructive thoughts in achieving and 
exceeding that target. 
 

C) Starting Site Visits for Land Acquisition for 
our Naamghar with Cultural Center: We 
started looking at sites by working with real 
estate brokers. Ideally, we want no less than 
5 acres of land. We visited a site recently in 
Mt Laurel, NJ. We started working with 
Nandinee Phookan of Brooklyn, NYC, as the 
architect to guide us. More details are in the 
news section of this newsletter.  
 

D) Focusing on the cultural front, we have 
included two articles, one by Dr. Raktim 
Ranjan Saikia, and another by Dr. Abani Kr. 
Das, both residents of Assam.  
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NAAM offers condolences: We are 
remembering the following two from our 
community with fond memories: 

- Writuparna Sutradhar Khanikar (age 42) 

- Gavin R. Barooah (age 19) 

Please write to us at naaminfo@naamghar.org  
about activities in your area and your thoughts 
to drive our mission. One can contribute in one 
of three ways: 

- Financial donations,  
- Donating your time with us to help us 

accomplish our goals, and  
- Enrich us with your brilliant ideas.  

We look forward to writing with your input to 
the community again in our First-quarter 
newsletter in March 2025.  

Finally, our best wishes remain for the Holiday 
Season. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor-Medhi 

Chairman, NAAM 

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

• DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX 
BENEFIT: Coonsider making NAAM as one of 
the beneficiaries of your estate planning and/or 
donate for potential tax benefits for the current 
tax year (please consult your tax adviser for 
details). 

• If your employer matches your donation 
to a charitable organization (direct or 
through payroll deductions), please add 
“Naamghar Association of America, Inc.” as 
one the beneficiaries. 

• NAAM is soliciting your donations via its 
website (https://naamghar.org/), NAAM 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociat
ionOfAmerica/), and the “DONATE” button on 
this page to fund a community Naamghar in 
North America. 

• NAAM is looking forward to an active 
participaiton of the community (Assamese 
diaspora) for realizing a common dream of 
building a Naamghar in North America. Please 
use the “DONATE” button below and/or contact 
Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com  for additional 
information.  Thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Please contribute to NAAM’s 
effort to build a naamghar in 

North America: 

 

mailto:naaminfo@naamghar.org
mailto:binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com
https://naamghar.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica/
https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica/
mailto:binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/NAAM2017
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REPORT ON EXPLORATION OF LAND FOR A NAAMGHAR 
By NAAM Executive Committe

NAAM Land Requirements and Current 
Status after a Site Visit at Mt. Laurel, NJ 
on Dec-9-2024: Site visit by Shyam 
DevChoudhury and Dr. Binoy K. 
Bordoloi 

The criteria to meet the requirements for a 
naamghar as set by the NAAM EC are as follows:  

- The site should be least 5 acres 
- It should be at a proximity to several of our 

NAAM members of EC or WG 
- Ample car parking is desirable 
- Ideally it should be in a safe location for families 

to visit.  

The above criteria are sufficiently met by the Mt. 
Laurel, NJ location, e.g., it is a 7-acre site. However, 
it also had the "wetlands issues," which makes it a 
more affordable price with certain caveats 
associated with building in a designated wetland 
area. NAAM's next steps are to identify the fatal 
flaws and the barriers to overcome at reasonable 
costs, including zoning approvability for the 
spiritual-and-cultural premises for the Naamghar 
with a Cultural Center.  

 
Pic.1: Potentail future site of Naamghar 

At this point of time, NAAM is advised by a well-
known Assamese architect, Ms. Nandinee Phookan 
(AIA, LEED AP, NANDINEE PHOOKAN 
ARCHITECTS, 45 MAIN STREET, SUITE 620, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11201) to procure a topological 
survey from a real estate agent.  

 
Pic.2: Bor-medhi Dr. Bordoloi exploring the site. 

Once such a topographical survey map is obtained, 
Ms. Phookan will review where the exact location of 
the wetlands in the site and then can determine if a 
naamghar can be built. Additionally, she 
commented that if only 10% of the site is not 
designated as wetland, then NAAM will have 0.7 
acres minus required buffer zones to build a 
naamghar. So, now NAAM EC is pursuing the 
purchase of topographical map of the site and will 
assess how to proceed after Ms. Phookan gives her 
advice. 

 
Pic.3: NAAM EC member Shyam DevChoudhury 
with Dr. Bordoloi during the site visit.  

We need to purchase a suitable plot of land to build 
a naamghar before we can build a naamghar. So, we 
humbly request your participation in this project to 
make this a reality. Thank you! 

Please contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com   for additional information.    

  

mailto:binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com
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DONATION TIERS FOR NAAM 

There are many ways you can donate to NAAM, so please find the options suitable for you.  

 

Donation and Membership Details: 

1. $10,000 (Cash and/or Asset) 
a) Category: Subha-anudhyayi 
b) Installments: 25 x $400 
c) Additional Benefits: Reserved 

Seating & Life Membership & Blue 
Plaque 
 

2. $5,000 (Cash and/or Asset) 
a) Category: Subha-kamanakari 
b) Installments: 25 x $200 
c) Additional Benefits: Life 

membership & Green Plaque 
 

3. $1,000 (Cash) 
a) Category: Mangal-kamanakari 
b) Installments: 20 x $50 
c) Additional Benefits: White Plaque 
 

4. $100 (Cash) 
a) Category: Kalyan-kankhi 
b) Installments: N/A 
c) Additional Benefits: N/A 
 

 
 
 

5. $50 (Cash) 
a) Category: Hita-kankhi 
b) Installments: N/A 
c) Additional Benefits: N/A 

 

Please use the "DONATE" button below and/or 
contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com   for additional 
information.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please contribute to NAAM’s 
effort to build a naamghar in 

North America: 

 

mailto:binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/NAAM2017
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IDEAS FOR FUND RAISING DRIVE 
By NAAM Executive Committee 

Please review the information below and give us your constructive thoughts in achieving and exceeding that 
target. Please contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for additional information.    

• Common Yearly Ones: ~$80K 

• Regular yearly fund raising event 

• Dinner with celebrities  - $10K 

• Cultural functions - $10K  

• Other (like in Sankardev Tithis) - $10K 

• Plaque placement for love ones (say 50 plaques/150) ~ $7.5K 

• Selling Sankardev Literatures : $5K 

• Misc:  $10K 

• Materials donation : 5K (like car/boat) – This has lots of legalities and formalities 

• Other - $5K 

• Special fund-raising  events: $30K (virtual/social media/in person) 

• Total for next 3 years :  ~$200K  

• Initial Pledges:  $350K  (Most important one) 

• 70% of NE families and 25% of across US/Canada ($100/each as token):  $26.5K 

• (200 x .70) + (500 x 0.25) = 140+125 = 265 families 

• $50K x 1 = $50K  - Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• $25K x 2 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• $10K x 15 = $150K- Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• $2500 x 20 = $50K- Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• $1000 x 50 = $50K - Requires to develop benefits matrix 

• Construction Related : $70K 

• Floor tiles (say 50/1000) ~50K (only applicable for new building) 

• Brick (only possible for new building – Say $100/200) ~ $20K (applicable for new building) 

• Expected Total in 3 years : $700K (we could get close to $500K in reality if everything 
works out) 

 

 

mailto:binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com
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REPORT ON DONATIONS TO BUILD A NAAMGHAR 
By NAAM Executive Committee

 

First, NAAM would like to thank all our donors 
and well-wishers over the years. On behalf of 
NAAM, the Executive Committee (EC) is 
respectfully submitting the following donation 
report for our readers.  

Secondly, we thank all donors, Executive 
Committee members and Working Group (WG) 
members who have been paying their 
membership dues regularly.  

Third, we are encouraged by the fact that several 
of our large donors and well-wishers are not 
from the northeast United States but are from 
states such as California, Massachusetts, 
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, and even Assam.  

Below are some snapshots of where we stand as 
of the end of November 2024. The snapshots 
presented here are self-explanatory. Our main 
sources of funds are as follows (1) Cash 
donations and (2) Executive Committee 
Membership dues (3) Working Group 
Membership dues (4) Ticket sales for cultural 
events, and (5) Miscellaneous fund-raisers.  

It is evident that while our funds have slowly 
grown over the years, we are still very far from 
where we need to be.  

 

Fig.1: Number of donations by dollar 
amount 

 

 

Fig.2: Distribution of large donors 

 
Fig.3: Funds received vs. funds required  

The first major milestone we need to attain is to 
have enough funds to purchase a plot of land to 
build a naamghar. We humbly request your 
participation in this project to make this a 
reality. Thank you! 

Please contact Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com   for additional information.    
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FEATURED ARTICLE #1 
 
অসমীয়া শৰাইৰ িবষেয় িকছ�  িবি�� িচ�া 
By Dr. Raktim Ranjan Saikia 
 

ভাৰতৰ উ�ৰ-পব র্া�লৰ সাং�ৃিতক 
পিৰম�লেটাত  অসমীয়া বাগধাৰাক �িতিনিধ� কিৰবৈল 
িয সমহূ �তীক সতেত ব্যৱহাৰ হয় তাৰ 
িভতৰত “শৰাইৰ”খনৰ �ান এেকবােৰ আগশাৰীত আিহব৷ 
েলাকসং�ৃিতৰ পৰা �পদী সং�ৃিতৈল ধম�য় পিৰম�লৰ 
পৰা ধম র্িনৰেপ� বাতাবৰণৈল সকেলা ঠাইেত এেক 
স�ানৰ �ান অিধকাৰ কৰা শৰাইখনৰ ব্যৱহাৰ অিত 
ব্যাপক হʼেলও ঐিতহািসক আ� ন�নতাি�ক 
দৃ��েকাণৰ পৰা শৰাইখনৰ িবষেয় িবষেয় িবেশষ অধ্যয়ন 
নাই েহাৱা বুিলেলও বঢ়াই েকাৱা নহয়৷ 
 

 

 

 

Pic.1: Pictures of Xarai (source: Google) 
  
ই�েদৱতাৈল ৈনেবদ্য আগবেঢ়াৱা , েকিতয়াবা ভাওনাৰ 
নাট ৰখা , েকােনা ব্য��ক স�ান জেনাৱা আিদ ময র্্যাদাপূণ র্ 
কামেত শৰাইখিনৰ ব্যৱহাৰ েহাৱা েদখা যায়৷ িক� 
আেহাম বৰু�ী েবাৰত িভ� িভ� িনত্য ব্যৱহায র্ সাম�ীৰ 
নাম চকুত পিৰেলও শৰাই ব্যৱহাৰৰ উে�খ চকু পৰা নাই৷ 
েসইফালৰ পৰা মধ্যযুগত শৰাইৰ ব্যৱহাৰ ধম�য় কায র্েত 
সীমাব� আিছল েযন েবাধ হয়৷ পাচৈলেহ হয়েতা 
ধম র্িনৰেপ� কায র্কলাপত ইয়াৰ ব্যৱহাৰ আৰ� হয়৷  
 
সাধাৰণেত িপতল আ� কােঁহেৰ শৰাই িনম র্াণ কৰা 
হয় যিদও েকিতয়াবা �প আ� তােমেৰও শৰাই িনম র্াণ 
কৰা হয়৷ স� সমূহত কাঠৰ শৰাইেয়া আিম েকিতয়াবা 
েদিখবৈল পাইেছা৷ঁ 

 
শৰাই সে�কর্ িবসতৃ্ত গেৱষণাৰ অভাৱ যিদও 
আেমিৰকা যু�ৰা�ৰ িকম ড�চন নামৰ মিহলা 
গৰাকীেয় শৰাইৰ স�েকর্ িকছ�  �াৰি�ক কামকাজ 
কিৰিছল৷ েযাৰহাটি�ত “িমছন হ��েটল” নােমেৰ 
পিৰিচত “�ী�ান েমিডেকল েচ�াৰ”ৰ অধী�ক 
ডাঃ েকেনথ িভ ড�চনৰ কণ্যা৷ িকম�চন েযাৰহাটৰ 
বাল্যভৱনত িশ�া�হন কিৰিছল৷ নৃত�ৰ ছা�ী িকম 
ড�চেন িবদ্যালয়ত অধ্যয়ন কিৰ থকা সময়ৰ পৰাই 
অসমীয়া সং�ৃিতৰ এক ���পূণ র্ কা�িশ� ‘শৰাইʼখনৰ 
সা�াব্য �তীকী অথ র্, অংিকত পৰ�ৰাগত িচ� 
সমূহ, িনম র্ানৈশলী, ব্যৱহাৰ আিদ িদশ সমূহৰ �িত 
আকিষ র্ত ৈহিছল৷ ধম র্িনৰেপ� আ� ধম�য় এই দুই 
ে��েত ইয়াৰ সমান ভােৱ ব্যৱহাৰ েহাৱাৰ কথােটােৱ 
েতওঁক িবেশষ ভােৱ আকষ র্ণ কিৰিছল৷ গিতেক নৃত�ৰ 
�াতক ছা�ী িহচােপ েতওঁ স�� কিৰব লগা েহাৱা 
গেৱষণাৰ িবষয় িহচােপ শৰাইেক বািচ ৈলিছল৷ অসমৰ 
�িত থকা ভালেপাৱা আ� আ�েহ েতওঁক এই কাম 
কিৰবৈল ে�ৰণা িদিছল৷ েসয়া আিছল ১৯৭৯ চনৰ কথা৷ 
েতিতয়াও িকম ড�চনৰ িপতৃমাতৃ েযাৰহাটেত কম র্ৰত৷ 
েতওঁ অসমৈল আিহ েযাৰহাট, মাজিুল �ৱাহাট� �মণ 
কিৰ শৰাইৰ িবিভ� ব্যৱহাৰ েবাৰৰ িবষেয় েটাকা ��ত 
কৰাৰ উপিৰও শৰাই িনম র্ান কৰা েলাক দুজনমানেকা লগ 
কিৰিছল৷ লগেত েতওঁ সমাজৰ িবিভ� ে�ণীৰ েলাক 
কািৰকৰ, গৃিহনী, েডকাগাভ�, বয়স� েলাক, কৃষক, কৃিষ 
�িমক সকেলােক লগ ধিৰ শৰাই স�েকর্ সা�াৎকাৰ 
ৈলিছল৷ শৰাই স�েকর্ মতামত িবচািৰ েতওঁ 
িহ�,ু ইছলামধম� আ� �ী�ানেলাকেৰা সা�াৎকাৰ �হন 
কিৰিছল৷  
 
িকম ড�চেন এিতয়াও এিতয়াও �াতক মহলাৰ শৰাই 
স�ক�য় �ক� �িতেবদনখন সংৰ�ণ কিৰ লগত 
ৰািখেছ৷ অৱেশ্য �াৰি�ক পয র্ায়ৰ গেৱষণা েহাৱাৰ কাৰেণ 
েতেখেত েসই �ক� �িতেবদনখন �কাশ নকিৰেল৷ 
েমাৰ েবােধেৰ শৰাইৰ িবষেয় অিধক গেৱষণাৰ থল আেছ৷ 
 
The author is an assistant professor in the Department of 
Geology, J.B. College, Jorhat, and could be contacted at 
raktimrsaikia@gmail.com.  

  

mailto:raktimrsaikia@gmail.com
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FEATURED ARTICLE #2
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The author is a resident of Assam, India.  
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NAAM OFFERES SINCERE CONDOLENCES 
 

Gavin R. Barooah 

 

It is with profound sadness that we announce the 
passing of Gavin R. Barooah of Ledgewood, New 
Jersey, on November 28, 2024, at the age of 19. 
Gavin's sudden departure leaves an irreplaceable 
void in the lives of his family, friends, and all who 
had the privilege of knowing him. 

Gavin was born on October 27, 2005, in Denville, 
New Jersey, to Himal and Shanda (Baune) Barooah. 
He graduated from Roxbury High School in 2024, 
where he made a lasting impact on both his peers 
and his community. Gavin’s love for ice hockey was 
a defining part of his life. He began his journey in the 
sport through Roxbury’s youth program, and his 
dedication and skill propelled him to become a 
standout player throughout his high school years. 
His leadership qualities shone brightly when he was 
named captain of the Roxbury High varsity hockey 
team in his senior year. Gavin received multiple 
honors in the All-Haas Division in MCSSIHL 
throughout his hockey career, including first-team 
defenseman of the year in 2023-2024 and 2024 
MVP. These accolades were a testament to his 
dedication, but it was his kindness, empathy, and 
ability to bring joy to everyone around him that 
made him truly special. 

In addition to his passion for hockey, Gavin was 
deeply committed to fitness and athletics. He 
worked as an Assistant Manager at Alpha Fitness in 
Ledgewood, NJ, where he was recently promoted, a 
milestone that filled him with pride. Gavin’s 
determination, work ethic, and love for his family 
and friends were the cornerstones of his character. 

Known for his vibrant personality, he had an 
extraordinary ability to make everyone feel welcome 
and appreciated. His heart was big, his smile 
perpetual, and his spirit contagious. Gavin's love and 
support for those around him left a lasting impact on 
all who knew him. At just 19, he had already touched 
so many lives - not just as a gifted ice hockey player 
and captain, but as a loving son, brother, nephew, 
cousin, and friend. Although Gavin’s physical 
presence is no longer with us, his memory will live 
on forever in our hearts. 

Gavin is survived by his loving parents, Himal and 
Shanda (Baune) Barooah; his brothers, 
Brandon and Ethan Barooah, and his sister-in-law, 
Jane (Spitnale) Barooah; his grandmother, Debra 
(Baune) Jones; his uncle, Rumon Barooah, and his 
wife, Joysree Barooah; his aunt, Pomee Barooah; his 
aunt, Brittny Volmer, and her husband, Cody 
Volmer; his uncle, Lance Jones, and his wife 
Chemroen Jones; as well as several cousins, friends, 
and teammates who will carry his memory with 
them always. Gavin's best friends, Michael Agathis 
and Dylan Profaca, were like brothers to him, and 
they shared a bond that will never be broken. Gavin 
was deeply loved by his late grandfather, Aroon 
Barooah, who sadly passed away just two days before 
Gavin. He will be deeply missed by his family, 
friends, former teammates, and the entire Roxbury 
High School community.  

Gavin’s untimely departure has left a deep wound, 
felt profoundly by all who knew him. His family 
appreciates the outpouring of love and support 
during this incredibly difficult time. 

A naam-proxonga is planned to observe Gavin’s 
passing. 

Reproduced with permission with minor modifications 
from the published obituary. 
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NAAM OFFERES SINCERE CONDOLENCES 
 

Writuparna Sutradhar Khanikar 

 

The Assamese community was deeply saddened by 
the untimely passing of Writuparna Sutradhar 
Khanikar on November 7, 2024. To all who knew 
Writuparna (Writu), she was a beloved wife, mother, 
daughter, sister, and a wonderful friend who left far 
too soon. Writu has left behind a legacy of love, 
compassion, and positivity for all whose lives she 
touched.  

Writu was born in Assam, India, July 8, 1982, to 
Abani Kumar Sutradhar and Miju Sutradhar. Her 
journey through life was marked by extraordinary 
achievements. She graduated with a B. Tech in 
Mechanical Engineering from IIT Guwahati and 
then went on to earn an MBA from IIT Kharagpur. 
Her professional journey began in Kolkata, where 
she worked at Deloitte for a year before marrying her 
soulmate - Prakash Khanikar in 2008. They then 
made Chicago their home for 12 years. In Chicago, 
Writu became an active and cherished member of 
the Assamese community. She embraced her 
cultural roots and often performed Assamese dances 
with her friends in the community, spreading joy 
and unity. During her time in Chicago, she worked 
in various technology companies, showcasing her 
brilliance and dedication. 

Writu was a devoted mother to her two beautiful 
daughters, Tanvi and Trisha, both born in Chicago. 
She dedicated herself to their happiness and growth, 
providing them with love, guidance, and unwavering 
support. 

In 2017, the family moved to New Jersey when her 
younger daughter Trisha was just three months old. 

Despite the challenges of relocation, Writu's 
resilience and grace shone through and she soon 
found herself surrounded by a tight-knit circle of 
friends whom she made her new family. 

A true foodie at heart, Writu expressed her love 
through cooking, hosting and feeding others. Food 
was her love language. Writu never forgot the 
birthday of anyone close to her, always making 
everyone feel special and cherished. Her positivity 
was unwavering, even in the face of unimaginable 
adversity. She showed immense grace and resilience 
during her lows, inspiring all who knew her. 

Writu was a warm and compassionate friend. She was 
always open to new adventures and embraced life 
with enthusiasm. Her positive energy was infectious, 
lifting the spirits of everyone around her. Writu loved 
life! Her love for different cultures found expression 
in a series of books she co-authored with her 
husband, aimed at educating young kids about 
festivals around the world. Through this effort, she 
introduced us to the adorable character "Little Bindi," 
who traveled places to meet new people and 
experience local cultures. These books, titled 
"Festivals Without Borders" will forever remain a 
significant part of Writuparna's legacy. 

Though her time with us was far too short, 
Writuparna's impact on our lives will be everlasting. 
Her memory will live on in the hearts of her family 
and friends, and her legacy of love, positivity, and 
cultural appreciation will continue to inspire us all. 

A naam-proxonga was performed by members of the 
NAAM on November 17, 2024, for the shradha 
ceremony of Writu. It was attended by many well-
wishers from the Assamese diaspora from NY/NJ/PA 
as well as others from the region.    
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RECENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Some of these activities, such as site visits, 
naam-proxonga, etc. are reported above. 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

Please stay tuned!  
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Q&A 
Q: What is NAAM? 
A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. (NAAM) 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and cultural 
organization formed to construct and manage a 
Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate 
and perform the spiritual traditions and 
philosophical teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva. 
With strong ties with all the Satras of Assam, NAAM 
seek to provide a forum for learned spiritual leaders 
and traditional artistes to share their knowledge and 
talent with the current and future generations of the 
Assamese diaspora. 
 
Q:  What are the immediate goals of NAAM? 
A:   Some of the immediate goals of NAAM include 
spreading awareness on NAAM initiatives, build a 
digital media platform, plan for fund raising, and 
participate regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM 
seeks volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora 
across the United States to achieve these goals. 
Please join us (details at the bottom of this 
newsletter).  In our planning activity, the first 

priority is to identify what is needed to establish a 
temporary Naamghar.  This will make the Guru 
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra 
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the public, 
while we work on the longer-term project of building 
a permanent Naamghar. 
 
Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other 
organizations? 
A:  NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with all 
community organizations which are willing to help 
achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to have 
meaningful discussion with all organizations in our 
community; please contact us if you would like to be 
a part of this conversation (contact details at the 
bottom). 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?  

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP 
(WG): We need your help in achieving the 
dream of building a Naamghar in North 
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone 
who is interested in building the Naamghar.   

 
If you are interested in getting involved actively 
in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by 

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.  
The WG meets regularly via 
teleconference/video conference to discuss 
various issues that are related to NAAM and its 
mission and goals. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Naaminfo@Naamghar.org
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS 
Following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals 
who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The 
current WG members are: 

• Iswar Agarwalla, NC 
• Tutumoni Baishya, Assam 
• Niraj Barbara, PA (EC 

member) 
• Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ 

(Editor, NAAM Newsletter) 
• Pranab Bora, WI 
• Lolit Bora, PA 
• Subhasini Bora, NC 
• Dr. Babul Borah, OH 
• Utpal Borah, VA 
• Dilara Boruah, CA 
• Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, NJ 

(Bor-medhi, Chairperson, 
NAAM) 

• Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ 
• Monidipa Bordoloi, CA 
• Susanto Bordoloi, CT 
• Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA 
• Malabika Brahma, NJ 

• Debojit Chowdhury, CA 
• Niren Choudhury, NJ (EC 

member) 
• Dr. Bikul Das, MA 
• Namita Das, VA 
• Dr. Pradip Das, MO 
• Rupam Das, Assam 
• Shyam DevChoudhury, PA 

(Secretary, EC member) 
• Dr. Saswati Datta, OH 
• Hemanga Dutta, NJ 
• Panchali Dutta, NJ 
• Sawmick Dutta, CA 
• Prandeep Gogoi, NJ 
• Ajoy Hazarika, NY 
• Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ 
• Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ (EC 

member) 
• Priyadarshini Inman, NC (EC 

member) 

• Sridevi Jaggannath, NC 
• Diganta Kalita, IL  
• Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ 
• Lalita Kalita, IL 
• Rashmi Kalita, CA 
• Sangaurav Kaushik, NC 
• Nilanjona Mahanta, CA 
• Nabanita Mazumdar, WA 
• Chayanika Mohan, NC 
• Shakhyar Neog, NJ 
• Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL 
• Lekhika Pathak, Assam 
• Anu Perlmutter, VA 
• Nilakshi Phukan, NC 
• Gayatree Prasad, CA 
• Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ 

(Treasurer, EC member) 
• Vavani Sarmah, CA 

Contact Us 
Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org  

Website: www.naamghar.org  
Facebook: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica  
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