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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI

Dear community members and well-wishers of
NAAM,

Now that summer is over, we are preparing for
the Fall. We witnessed several boys and girls
graduate from high school pursuing their
college studies for the next phase of their lives.

It is my pleasure to highlight a few key points:

A) We had the pleasure of the visit of Mayur
Bora, esteemed writer, and public speaker
from Assam during the summer. He was
accompanied by his wife and daughter, and
this was their first visit to the US. He
delivered the keynote address at the ASSNA
(Asom Sahitya Sabha North America)
meeting of Assam Convention — 2024, held
in Nashville, TN in June / July. This was
followed by a live session with Mayur Bora
and the convention delegates on the subject
of Naamghar in America, organized by
NAAM, where I took the lead by working
with the organizers of AC-2024. This was a
session of lively discussion on Srimanta
Sankaradeva. Please see a few photos from
the live session in another section of this
newsletter.

Mayur Bora was then invited by NAAM to a
live session with streaming at the Balaji
temple venue of Bridgewater, NJ, on July-14.
The event was started with an auspicious
Borgeet by Ms. Dimpi Choudhury Alam,
followed by a live Xattriya dance
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B)

C)
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performance by Pracheeta Bora, daughter of
Mayur Bora. NAAM tried to do our best with
diverse audience engagement with an
interactive format and focused topics. While
we did not have multimedia use and post-
talk networking session with the attendees
this time, we saw several articles published
in various newspapers in Assam, and the
event was well covered in various sub-
groups via WhatsApp in North America. A
few photos shown in another section of the
newsletter has captured the moments.

NAAM organized a special session at the
Assam Convention — 2024 to show a movie
on the spiritual and cultural life in the
Xattras in Majuli, titled “In Search of God”,
produced and directed by Dr. Rupam
Sarmah of Washington DC.

Our Naamghar-WG active member from the
Bay area, Ms. Nilanjana Mahanta, has
compiled very nicely the event of a Naam-
proxonga organized in Fremont, CA on
August 4, where I had the pleasure of
actively participating in. Please go to the
articles section for more details. It is written
in Assamese. We would be glad to translate
it to English in the next issue, if we hear such
requests from the audience for doing so and
written to us at naaminfo@naamghar.org. A
few photos from the event are shown in
another section of the newsletter.
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D) The Chicago Assamese community
organized Naam-proxongo on September-
14. A couple photos are included to capture
the moment in our news section.

E) SoCal Bhakats / Bhakatanis organized
Bhada Mohiya naam at the residence of
Dilara Boruah, a WG member, on
September-15

F) NAAM members participated in the
NEIACO organized Sankaradeva Tithi on
September 21. Please see a few photos

G) We are also very pleased to include an article
here from Dr Abani Kumar Das, whose
writings are regularly published in Assamese

and English dailies. He is from Garatari
district of Barpeta, Assam.

Finally, I wanted to wish you all the very best.
Sincerely,

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor Medhi
Chairman, NAAM

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com

+
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UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

e DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX
BENEFIT: Coonsider making NAAM as one of
the beneficiaries of your estate planning and/or
donate for potential tax benefits for the current
tax year (please consult your tax adviser for
details).

o Ifyour employer matches your donation
to a charitable organization (direct or
thorugh payroll deductions), please add
“Naamghar Association of America, Inc.” as
one the beneficiaries.

e NAAM is soliciting your donations via its

website (https://naamghar.org/), NAAM
Facebook page

(https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociat
ionOfAmerica/), and the “DONATE” button on
this page to fund a community Naamghar in
North America.

e NAAM is looking forward to an active
participaiton of the community (Assamese
diaspora) for realizing a common dream of
building a Naamghar in North America. Please
use the “DONATE” button below and/or contact
Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for additional
information. Thank you!
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Please contribute to NAAM'’s
effort to build a naamghar in
North America:

Safe & Secure

PayPal =~
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RECENT ACTIVITIES

Mayur Bora talk - The Uniqueness of
Srimanta Sankaradeva and His Mission
— July 2024

NAAM organized a talk featuring renowned speaker,
author, and critic Sri Mayur Bora on 14t July 2024.
Mayur Bora has eighteen books to his credit and
received several literary awards. He is also an
acclaimed bilingual orator, and his interests span
across Assamese culture, literature, and current
affairs. The event was held in an auditorium at Balaji
Temple, Bridgewater, New Jersey. Mr. Bora
delivered a series of talks across the United States
during his maiden visit.

Mpr. Bora speaking at the event

We are grateful to Mr. Bora for presenting his
insightful and immersive talk on the ‘uniqueness of
Srimanta Sankaradeva and his mission’ and
supporting our cause of building a Naamghar in the
United States. The event was attended by well-
wishers of NAAM and was also streamed online. The
program started with a ‘Banti Prajwalan’ and
felicitation of Mayur Bora by the Chairman of
NAAM, Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, followed by a Borgeet
recitation by Dimpi Choudhury Alam and a Sattriya

Dance performance by Mayur Bora’s daughter,
Pracheeta. Dimpi Choudhury Alam is a member of
the Assamese community residing in Pennsylvania.
Pracheeta Bora is doing her master’s in history at
Indraprastha College, Delhi.

A section of the audience at the event

In his speech, Mr. Bora eloquently highlighted the
unique multi-faceted talents of Srimanta
Sankaradeva and his contributions to the Assamese
culture and way of life of the Assamese society across
the spectrum of architecture, sculpture, music,
dance, poetry, and literature. The speech was
followed by an interactive question and answer
session with members of the audience. The event
was conducted on behalf of NAAM by Niraj Barbara.
The full recording of the event is available in the
NAAM YouTube channel here:
https://youtu.be/TrJyMUkoLzY?si=csefBxH4cpZu

uBHe
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“In Search of God” at the Assam
Convention, July 2024

Dr Rupam Sarmah showed the movie “In Search of
God” at the 2024 Assam Convention. Pictured above
are (L-R): Dr. Sarmah, Ms. Namita Das, Dr. Binoy
Bordoloi, and Mr. Satyen Das (M/s das are
Naamghar-WG members).
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Naam -proxongo in Fremont , CA -
August 2024
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Bor-medhi, Dr. Bordoloi, with others performing
naam-proxongo at the event
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Mahanta can be reached at joon.mn@gmail.com.
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Naam -proxongo in SoCal, CA —
September 2024

A Bhada Mohiya (9IM Tl%ﬂ'[) naam-proxongo
was organized by Dilara Boruah at her residence
in Covina, CA on Sept-15. She and a few of her
friends made phone calls to the SoCal residents

i
e

for the occasion.

m \J /

A few moments from the event

At the event, a group of about 40 to 50 Bhakats

- Bhakatanis (W39 - \‘343\9?‘{\0 gathered. The
same occasion was also utilized offering a Xarai

(“WT?) in memory of her late husband Habibur
R. Boruah. A few pictures taken there is shown
here that captured the event.

Reported by Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, Bor-medhi, NAAM.
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NAAM -Proxongo in Chicago, IL, Srimanta Sankaradeva Tirubhab Tithi

September 2024 celebrated in New Jersey
On September 14t%h, a naam-proxongo was On September 21, 2024, in observance of the
organized by the Assamese community residing Tirubhab Tithi of Srimanta Sankaradeva, the

in the Chicago area. members of the Assamese community held a

naam-proxongo the auditorium of the Kingston
Presbyterian Church in Kingston, New Jersey.

28 M f_"’f.f/i' ! _:y._l.,?

Naam-proxongo being performed at the event

The event was successfully accomplished by
several performances such as Naam, Prarthana,
and Borgeet on the holy evening. A couple
photos are included to capture the moment."

Reported by Lalita and Diganta Kalita

Another view of the “thapona” at the Tithi
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This event was organized by NAAM’s sister UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

organization North East Indian American
Cultural Organization (NEIACO) and conducted
by Purandar Sharmah of NAAM. Please stay tuned!
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Attendees at the Tithi#2
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Q&A

Q: What is NAAM?

A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. (NAAM)
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and -cultural
organization formed to construct and manage a
Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate
and perform the spiritual traditions and
philosophical teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva.
With strong ties with all the Satras of Assam, NAAM
seek to provide a forum for learned spiritual leaders
and traditional artistes to share their knowledge and
talent with the current and future generations of the
Assamese diaspora.

Q: What are the immediate goals of NAAM?
A: Some of the immediate goals of NAAM include
spreading awareness on NAAM initiatives, build a
digital media platform, plan for fund raising, and
participate regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM
seeks volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora
across the United States to achieve these goals.
Please join us (details at the bottom of this
newsletter). In our planning activity, the first

priority is to identify what is needed to establish a
temporary Naamghar. This will make the Guru
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the public,
while we work on the longer-term project of building
a permanent Naamghar.

Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other
organizations?

A: NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with all
community organizations which are willing to help
achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to have
meaningful discussion with all organizations in our
community; please contact us if you would like to be
a part of this conversation (contact details at the
bottom).

4
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP
(WG): We need your help in achieving the
dream of building a Naamghar in North
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone
who is interested in building the Naamghar.

If you are interested in getting involved actively
in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.
The WG meets regularly via

teleconference/video conference to discuss
various issues that are related to NAAM and its
mission and goals.
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS

Following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals
who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The
current WG members are:

e Iswar Agarwalla, NC e Niren Choudhury, NJ e Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ
e Tutumoni Baishya, Assam e Dr. Bikul Das, MA e Lalita Kalita, IL
e Niraj Barbara, PA e Namita Das, VA ¢ Rashmi Kalita, CA
e Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ e Dr. Pradip Das, MO e Sangaurav Kaushik, NC
e Pranab Bora, WI e Rupam Das, Assam e Nilanjona Mahanta, CA
e Lolit Bora, PA e Shyam DevChoudhury, PA e Nabanita Mazumdar, WA
¢ Subhasini Bora, NC (Secretary) e Chayanika Mohan, NC
e Dr. Babul Borah, OH  Dr. Saswati Datta, OH e Shakhyar Neog, NJ
e Utpal Borah, VA e Hemanga Dutta, NJ e Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL
e Dilara Boruah, CA  Panchali Dutta, NJ e Lelkhika Pathak, Assam
e Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, NJ e Sawmick Dutta, CA e Anu Perlmutter, VA
(Bor-medhi) e Prandeep Gogoi, NJ e Nilakshi Phukan, NC
e Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ e Ajoy Hazarika, NY o Gayatree Prasad, CA
e Monidipa Bordoloi, CA e Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ e Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ
e Susanto Bordoloi, CT e Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ (Treasurer)
e Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA e Priyadarshini Inman, NC e Vavani Sarmah, CA
e Malabika Brahma, NJ e Sridevi Jaggannath, NC
e Debojit Chowdhury, CA e Diganta Kalita, IL
Contact Us

Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org

Website: www.naamghar.org
Facebook: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica
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