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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI 

Dear community members and well-wishers of 
NAAM, 

Now that summer is over, we are preparing for 
the Fall. We witnessed several boys and girls 
graduate from high school pursuing their 
college studies for the next phase of their lives.  

It is my pleasure to highlight a few key points: 

A) We had the pleasure of the visit of Mayur 
Bora, esteemed writer, and public speaker 
from Assam during the summer. He was 
accompanied by his wife and daughter, and 
this was their first visit to the US. He 
delivered the keynote address at the ASSNA 
(Asom Sahitya Sabha North America) 
meeting of Assam Convention – 2024, held 
in Nashville, TN in June / July. This was 
followed by a live session with Mayur Bora 
and the convention delegates on the subject 
of Naamghar in America, organized by 
NAAM, where I took the lead by working 
with the organizers of AC-2024. This was a 
session of lively discussion on Srimanta 
Sankaradeva. Please see a few photos from 
the live session in another section of this 
newsletter. 

Mayur Bora was then invited by NAAM to a 
live session with streaming at the Balaji 
temple venue of Bridgewater, NJ, on July-14. 
The event was started with an auspicious 
Borgeet by Ms. Dimpi Choudhury Alam, 
followed by a live Xattriya dance 

performance by Pracheeta Bora, daughter of 
Mayur Bora. NAAM tried to do our best with 
diverse audience engagement with an 
interactive format and focused topics. While 
we did not have multimedia use and post-
talk networking session with the attendees 
this time, we saw several articles published 
in various newspapers in Assam, and the 
event was well covered in various sub-
groups via WhatsApp in North America. A 
few photos shown in another section of the 
newsletter has captured the moments. 

B) NAAM organized a special session at the 
Assam Convention – 2024 to show a movie 
on the spiritual and cultural life in the 
Xattras in Majuli, titled “In Search of God”, 
produced and directed by Dr. Rupam 
Sarmah of Washington DC.  
 

C) Our Naamghar-WG active member from the 
Bay area, Ms. Nilanjana Mahanta, has 
compiled very nicely the event of a Naam-
proxonga organized in Fremont, CA on 
August 4, where I had the pleasure of 
actively participating in. Please go to the 
articles section for more details. It is written 
in Assamese. We would be glad to translate 
it to English in the next issue, if we hear such 
requests from the audience for doing so and 
written to us at naaminfo@naamghar.org. A 
few photos from the event are shown in 
another section of the newsletter. 
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D) The Chicago Assamese community 
organized Naam-proxongo on September-
14. A couple photos are included to capture 
the moment in our news section. 
 

E) SoCal Bhakats / Bhakatanis organized 
Bhada Mohiya naam at the residence of 
Dilara Boruah, a WG member, on 
September-15 
 

F) NAAM members participated in the 
NEIACO organized Sankaradeva Tithi on 
September 21.  Please see a few photos 
 

G) We are also very pleased to include an article 
here from Dr Abani Kumar Das, whose 
writings are regularly published in Assamese 

and English dailies. He is from Garatari 
district of Barpeta, Assam.  

 
Finally, I wanted to wish you all the very best.   

Sincerely, 

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor Medhi 

Chairman, NAAM 

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

• DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX 
BENEFIT: Coonsider making NAAM as one of 
the beneficiaries of your estate planning and/or 
donate for potential tax benefits for the current 
tax year (please consult your tax adviser for 
details). 

• If your employer matches your donation 
to a charitable organization (direct or 
thorugh payroll deductions), please add 
“Naamghar Association of America, Inc.” as 
one the beneficiaries. 

• NAAM is soliciting your donations via its 
website (https://naamghar.org/), NAAM 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociat
ionOfAmerica/), and the “DONATE” button on 
this page to fund a community Naamghar in 
North America. 

• NAAM is looking forward to an active 
participaiton of the community (Assamese 
diaspora) for realizing a common dream of 
building a Naamghar in North America. Please 
use the “DONATE” button below and/or contact 
Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com  for additional 
information.  Thank you! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Please contribute to NAAM’s 
effort to build a naamghar in 

North America: 
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RECENT ACTIVITIES 
Mayur Bora talk - The Uniqueness of 
Srimanta Sankaradeva and His Mission 
– July 2024 
NAAM organized a talk featuring renowned speaker, 
author, and critic Sri Mayur Bora on 14th July 2024. 
Mayur Bora has eighteen books to his credit and 
received several literary awards. He is also an 
acclaimed bilingual orator, and his interests span 
across Assamese culture, literature, and current 
affairs. The event was held in an auditorium at Balaji 
Temple, Bridgewater, New Jersey. Mr. Bora 
delivered a series of talks across the United States 
during his maiden visit.   

 

 
Mr. Bora speaking at the event 

We are grateful to Mr. Bora for presenting his 
insightful and immersive talk on the ‘uniqueness of 
Srimanta Sankaradeva and his mission’ and 
supporting our cause of building a Naamghar in the 
United States. The event was attended by well-
wishers of NAAM and was also streamed online. The 
program started with a ‘Banti Prajwalan’ and 
felicitation of Mayur Bora by the Chairman of 
NAAM, Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, followed by a Borgeet 
recitation by Dimpi Choudhury Alam and a Sattriya 

Dance performance by Mayur Bora’s daughter, 
Pracheeta. Dimpi Choudhury Alam is a member of 
the Assamese community residing in Pennsylvania. 
Pracheeta Bora is doing her master’s in history at 
Indraprastha College, Delhi.  

 
Ms. Pracheeta Bora performing at the event 

 
A section of the audience at the event 

In his speech, Mr. Bora eloquently highlighted the 
unique multi-faceted talents of Srimanta 
Sankaradeva and his contributions to the Assamese 
culture and way of life of the Assamese society across 
the spectrum of architecture, sculpture, music, 
dance, poetry, and literature. The speech was 
followed by an interactive question and answer 
session with members of the audience. The event 
was conducted on behalf of NAAM by Niraj Barbara. 
The full recording of the event is available in the 
NAAM YouTube channel here: 
https://youtu.be/TrJyMUkoLzY?si=csefBxH4cpZu
uBHe 
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“In Search of God” at the Assam 
Convention, July 2024  

 

Dr Rupam Sarmah showed the movie “In Search of 
God” at the 2024 Assam Convention. Pictured above 
are (L-R): Dr. Sarmah, Ms. Namita Das, Dr. Binoy 
Bordoloi, and Mr. Satyen Das (M/s das are 
Naamghar-WG members).  

 

 

Naam -proxongo in Fremont , CA - 
August 2024 

জয় �� শংকৰ!  

��জনাই েদখুৱাই েযাৱা পথৰ অনুস�ান আ� ভ��ৰসৰ চচর্া 
আিম সব র্দা, অিবৰত কিৰবৈল েচ�া কেৰা ঁকাৰণ আিম জােনা েয 
এই পথত আেছ আ��ক �শাি�, থলুৱা ভাষা সািহত্য-সং�ৃিতৰ 
�িত দািয়�েবাধ আ� আেবগ, েগৗৰেৱা�ল ভিৱষ্যতৰ 
যু��স�ত দশ র্ন, ই��য়দমনৰ বােব �েয়াজনীয় ঈ�ীত 
মেনাশ�� আ� পৰেম�ৰৰ চৰণত নতিশেৰ পিৰ েৰাৱা 
িনভর্য়ানুভৱী আ�াৰ িবৰল মানিসক সুখৰ স�ান৷ হয়েতা ইয়াৰ 
বােবই সমেয় সমেয় আিম অেনেকই, �ােয় িবচিলত হওঁ 
ব্য�তাভৰা সাংসািৰক জীৱনৰ মাজত এেকাটা িদন িবচািৰ 
হাবাথুিৰ খাই৷ মানিসক আবজর্না��প দুঃ���াসমূহৰ পৰা 
েযাজন আতঁৰত ি�িত ৈল ��জনাৰ অপূব র্ সৃ��ৰা�জ, েযেন 
বৰগীত, কীতর্ন-েঘাষাৰ উদ্ধৃিত পাঠ কিৰেয়ই হওক বা গীত-
ে�াকৰ সুৰত িমলাই েখাল-বৰকাহঁ আিদৰ িননােদই হওক 
এেকাটা িদন সীিমত শ��েৰ আিম শাি�পূণ র্তােৰ অিতবািহত 
কৰাৰ আ�হ কেৰা,ঁ েতৰাৰ আশীব র্াদ�াথ� হওঁ৷  

এই �েচ�াৰ বােব যিদও আমাক েকিতয়াও এেকাটা িবেশষ িদন 
নালােগ, অসমৰ পৰা �ায় বাৰেহজাৰ মাইল দৰূত থািক 
কম র্ব্য�তা তথা িবেদশৰ পিৰি�িত সােপে� স�াহাি�ক 
এেকাটা িদন সকেলােৰ সুিবধােথ র্ িমলাই �বাসী অসমীয়া 

সমােজ িযমানদৰূ স�ৱ িমিলত হওঁ ��ৰ চৰণত �িণপাত 
জনাই এেকাভািগ নামকীতর্ন কৰাৰ উে�েশ্য! চািৰ আগ�, 
দুেহজাৰ েচৗিবশ চন, েদওবাৰ৷ েকিলফিণ র্য়াৰ চান �া��ে�াৰ 
ওচৰৰ ি�ম� চহৰত আগ� মাহৰ এ�ট েৰৗে�া�ল িদন৷ 
মহাপু�ষ �ম� শংকৰেদৱ আ� �� মাধৱেদৱক েসিৱ 
তথ্য�যু��ৰ বােব িবখ্যাত িচিলকন উপত্যকাত এই 
�ভিদনেটােত বৰগীত, েঘাষাপাঠ, নামকীতর্ন, েখাল, 
হাতচাপিৰ, নাগৰা আ� বৰকাহঁৰ বিল� শে�েৰ আ� ধূপচািক, 
মাহ�সাদৰ অনুপম সুৰিভেৰ পিৰেবশ�ট অিত পিব� ৈহ পিৰল| 

 

The “thapona” at the event 

 

Bor-medhi, Dr. Bordoloi, with others performing 
naam-proxongo at the event 

বৰেদাৱাৰ পৰা েকইবাদশকেৰা আেগ উ�ঠ অহা উদ্যমী 
অসমীয়া শৰত নাথৰ ঘৰৰ েচাতাল৷ ঘৰৰ বৰজীয়াৰী কিবতাই 
এইবাৰ উ�িশ�াৰ বােব িব�িবদ্যালয়ৈল গমন কৰাৰ পূেব র্ 
ৰাইজৰ আশীব র্াদ �াথ র্না কিৰ পিৰয়াল�টেয় আেয়াজন কৰা এই 
মা�িলক অনু�ান�টৰ নামৰ আতঁ ধেৰ নামঘৰ এচিছেয়চন অৱ 
আেমিৰকাৰ বৰেমিধ ড° িবনয় বৰদৈলেদেৱ (�াথ র্না আ� 
েঘাষা) আ� ব�নৰ পৰা অহা িবিশ� গেৱষক তথা িচিকৎসক 
ডা° িবকুল দােস (েঘাষা আ� েভাৰতাল) ৷ িনমি�ত �ায় আন 
এশজন ভ��াণ অিতিথৰ অন্যতম আিছল � ��নয়ন বৰা 
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(েখাল), স�ীৱ েগা�ামী (আৰ�িণৰ বৰগীত), েহমা�লাল দাস 
(নাগাৰা), েহমা� নাথ (নাগাৰা), �ণৱ শম র্া, আিদ৷  

�থেমই ৰাইেজ আিহ চাহ জলপান খায় দুআষাৰ কথাবতৰা 
পােত, ইজেন িসজনৰ খবৰখািত লয়৷ তাৰ িপছেতই নামৰ �ভ 
আৰ�িণ হয় অ�লেটাৰ সুখ্যাত ক�িশ�ী স�ীৱ েগা�ামীৰ 
বৰগীত “পােৱ পিৰ হিৰ“ ৰ �াৰা৷ গৃহ�ই েচাতালত ত�ু তিৰ চকী 
পািৰ িদেয় যােত ই��ক ৰাইেজ দুপৰীয়া ছাতঁ �জেৰাৱাৰ লগেত 
নামেতা অংশ�হণ কিৰব পােৰ৷ উ�ল ব�ৱাই নামতী সকলক 
মাই�েফানৰ েযাগাৰ কিৰ িদয়াৰ লগেত সম� শ�িবভাগৰ  
িনয়ািৰৈক েচাৱািচতা কেৰ৷ লচ এে�লচৰ পৰা অহা �েসন�জৎ 
েচিতয়া তথা �ানীয় উেদ্যাগী ব�ু বৰকত আিল আ� েতওঁৰ 
পিৰবাৰ চািয়কাই অনু�ান�ট েকেমৰাত ব�ী কিৰ ৰখাত 
আগভাগ লয়৷ চ� বুৰীয়া মানস চিলহাই েকউিদশ খু�টনা�ট মািৰ 
েচাৱাৰ লগেত সময়মেত জলপান আিদেৰা ব্যৱ�াৰ তদাৰক 
কিৰ যেথ� সহায় কেৰ৷ স�ানীয় বৰেমিধ বৰদৈল ডাঙৰীয়াই 
�াথ র্নােৰ নামৰ আৰ�িণ কৰাৰ িপছেতই ডা° িবকুল দাসৰ 
েনতৃ�ত েখাল, তাল, নাগাৰা, হাত চাপিৰেৰ মুখিৰত কিৰ 
সুচা��পত নামকীতর্নভািগ আগবঢ়াই িনয়া হয়৷ নামৰ েশষত 
গৃহ� আ� ভকতসকেল �সাদ আগবঢ়ায় আ� ৰাইজক 
িবতৰণ কেৰ৷  তাৰ িপছেতই ডা° িবকুল দােস ২০১৩ চনেত 
েকিলফিণ র্য়াত �াপন কৰা �ৱালকুিচৰ পৰা অনা � � 
ঈ�ৰহাট� স�ৰ �� আসনৰ িবষেয়ও দুআষাৰ ৰাইজক 
অৱগত কৰায়, এই আসনখিন িবগত দহ�ট বছেৰ এই�ানেত 
আেটামেটাকািৰৈক সস�ােনেৰ ৰখা ৈহেছ৷ নামঘৰ 
এচিছেয়চনৰ বৰেমিধ বৰদৈলেদৱৰ উপি�িতেয় অনু�ান�টৰ 
েশাভাবধ র্ন কৰাৰ লগেত েতেখেতও ইয়ােত েকিলফিণ র্য়াৰ 
ৰাইজৰ ৈসেত চা-িচনািক হয়৷ েশষত সি�য়া েহাৱাৰ লেগ লেগ 
ৰাইজক ঘ�ৱাভােৱ ��ত কৰা অসমীয়া ৈনশ আহােৰেৰ 
আপ্যায়ন কেৰাৱা হয়৷ মুঠৰ ওপৰত এ�ট ব্যিত�মী উপল� 
হ’েলও উ�িদনা অনুস্ট�পীয়াৈক ি�ম� চহৰত 
নামকীতর্নভািগ সফলতােৰ স�� ৈহ যায়৷ তাৰবােব গৃহ�ৰ 
পিৰয়ালৰ তৰফৰ পৰা সকেলাৈল েসৱা আ� িবেশষ 
কৃত�তােৰ এই স� েলখা�ট যু�েতাৱা হ’ল৷ আগৈলও যােত 
এেন নাম�স� আ� সজ ধম�য় িচ�াচচর্ােৰ আমাৰ অসমীয়া 
ৰাইেজ মহাপু�ষীয়া চহকী সং�ৃিতৰ জিৰয়েত অসমৰ 
িশপাদালৰ ৈসেত পৰবত� �জ�ৰ স�কর্েটা কটকট�য়া কিৰ 
ৰািখব পােৰ তােৰই �াথ র্নােৰ, জয় ৰাম েবালা৷ জয় হিৰ েবালা৷৷ 
কৃ�! 

Reported by নীলা�না মহ�, ি�ম�, েকিলফিন র্য়া; Ms. 
Mahanta can be reached at joon.mn@gmail.com.  

 

Naam -proxongo in SoCal, CA – 
September 2024 

A Bhada Mohiya (ভাদ মহীয়া) naam-proxongo 
was organized by Dilara Boruah at her residence 
in Covina, CA on Sept-15. She and a few of her 
friends made phone calls to the SoCal residents 
for the occasion.  

 

 

A few moments from the event 

At the event, a group of about 40 to 50 Bhakats 
- Bhakatanis (ভকত - ভকতনী) gathered. The 
same occasion was also utilized offering a Xarai 
(শৰাই) in memory of her late husband Habibur 
R. Boruah. A few pictures taken there is shown 
here that captured the event. 

Reported by Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, Bor-medhi, NAAM. 
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NAAM -Proxongo in Chicago, IL, 
September 2024 

On September 14th, a naam-proxongo was 
organized by the Assamese community residing 
in the Chicago area.  

 
The “thapona” at the event 

 

Naam-proxongo being performed at the event 

The event was successfully accomplished by 
several performances such as Naam, Prarthana, 
and Borgeet on the holy evening. A couple 
photos are included to capture the moment." 

Reported by Lalita and Diganta Kalita 

 

 

 

 

 

Srimanta Sankaradeva Tirubhab Tithi 
celebrated in New Jersey 

On September 21, 2024, in observance of the 
Tirubhab Tithi of Srimanta Sankaradeva, the 
members of the Assamese community held a 
naam-proxongo the auditorium of the Kingston 
Presbyterian Church in Kingston, New Jersey.  

 

The “thapona” at the Tithi 

 

 

Another view of the “thapona” at the Tithi 
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This event was organized by NAAM’s sister 
organization North East Indian American 
Cultural Organization (NEIACO) and conducted 
by Purandar Sharmah of NAAM. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 
Please stay tuned! 

 

Attendees at the Tithi#1 

 

Attendees at the Tithi#2 
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The author is a resident of  Assam, India. 
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Q&A 
Q: What is NAAM? 
A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. (NAAM) 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and cultural 
organization formed to construct and manage a 
Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate 
and perform the spiritual traditions and 
philosophical teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva. 
With strong ties with all the Satras of Assam, NAAM 
seek to provide a forum for learned spiritual leaders 
and traditional artistes to share their knowledge and 
talent with the current and future generations of the 
Assamese diaspora. 
 
Q:  What are the immediate goals of NAAM? 
A:   Some of the immediate goals of NAAM include 
spreading awareness on NAAM initiatives, build a 
digital media platform, plan for fund raising, and 
participate regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM 
seeks volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora 
across the United States to achieve these goals. 
Please join us (details at the bottom of this 
newsletter).  In our planning activity, the first 

priority is to identify what is needed to establish a 
temporary Naamghar.  This will make the Guru 
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra 
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the public, 
while we work on the longer-term project of building 
a permanent Naamghar. 
 
Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other 
organizations? 
A:  NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with all 
community organizations which are willing to help 
achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to have 
meaningful discussion with all organizations in our 
community; please contact us if you would like to be 
a part of this conversation (contact details at the 
bottom). 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?  

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP 
(WG): We need your help in achieving the 
dream of building a Naamghar in North 
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone 
who is interested in building the Naamghar.   

 
If you are interested in getting involved actively 
in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by 

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.  
The WG meets regularly via 
teleconference/video conference to discuss 
various issues that are related to NAAM and its 
mission and goals. 
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS 
Following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals 
who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The 
current WG members are: 

• Iswar Agarwalla, NC 
• Tutumoni Baishya, Assam 
• Niraj Barbara, PA 
• Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ 
• Pranab Bora, WI 
• Lolit Bora, PA 
• Subhasini Bora, NC 
• Dr. Babul Borah, OH 
• Utpal Borah, VA 
• Dilara Boruah, CA 
• Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, NJ 

(Bor-medhi) 
• Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ 
• Monidipa Bordoloi, CA 
• Susanto Bordoloi, CT 
• Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA 
• Malabika Brahma, NJ 
• Debojit Chowdhury, CA 

• Niren Choudhury, NJ 
• Dr. Bikul Das, MA 
• Namita Das, VA 
• Dr. Pradip Das, MO 
• Rupam Das, Assam 
• Shyam DevChoudhury, PA 

(Secretary) 
• Dr. Saswati Datta, OH 
• Hemanga Dutta, NJ 
• Panchali Dutta, NJ 
• Sawmick Dutta, CA 
• Prandeep Gogoi, NJ 
• Ajoy Hazarika, NY 
• Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ 
• Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ 
• Priyadarshini Inman, NC 
• Sridevi Jaggannath, NC 
• Diganta Kalita, IL  

• Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ 
• Lalita Kalita, IL 
• Rashmi Kalita, CA 
• Sangaurav Kaushik, NC 
• Nilanjona Mahanta, CA 
• Nabanita Mazumdar, WA 
• Chayanika Mohan, NC 
• Shakhyar Neog, NJ 
• Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL 
• Lelkhika Pathak, Assam 
• Anu Perlmutter, VA 
• Nilakshi Phukan, NC 
• Gayatree Prasad, CA 
• Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ 

(Treasurer) 
• Vavani Sarmah, CA 

Contact Us 
Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org  

Website: www.naamghar.org  
Facebook: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica  
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