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Volume 7/Issues 1                                                                                                 April - June 2024 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI 

Dear community members and well-wishers of 
NAAM, 

We are getting into the Summer of 2024. We see 
the recommendation from CDC for elderly folks 
for continuing to take vaccine for Covid-19. Let’s 
do the needful and follow the prescribed 
guidelines not only for our own safety but also for 
the safety of all others around us.  

Now coming to this second quarter newsletter of 
2024 from NAAM, it is my pleasure to highlight 
our recent major activity and plans for the near 
future.  

• NAAM organized celebration of our Annual 
Fund Raising Cultural Event of 2024 on May-
18. Please see a few photos of our cultural 
event at a later section of the newsletter. We 
were delighted to have with us Sanjib 
Bhattacharya Ji, an accomplished Manipuri 
Dance Exponent, Guru and well-known 
Choreographer, a recipient of 
two Appreciation Awards from the Presidents 
of India in 2006 and 2011, to grace the 
occasion. He brought with him his team of 
Manipuri performers from New York City as 
well. We thank him especially for coming all 
the way from Cleveland, Ohio to perform for 
us. We also had performances featuring other 
Indian dance forms, namely Bharatnatyam 
and Kathak. We even included a dance team of 
young children of the age group of 4 to 7 years 
to everyone’s delight. Additionally, Gayatree 
Sarma (NJ), Rabin Goswami (DC) and 
Priyadarshini Inman (NC), and other local 
artistes from the Nritya Dhwani Group of our 

Assamese diaspora joined to grace the 
occasion.  

• We have incorporated an article in this issue 
on the experience of Krishnasarana Bhakat 
(Edgar Faingor) about taking initiation in Eka 
Sarana Nama Dharma in his own words 
https://www.sankaradeva.com/blogs/post/2
20.  It is a very touching and interesting article 
on Edgar, who is an Israeli from Russia, trying 
to relocate to Canada. 

• We are planning to host Mr. Mayur Bora, 
Distinguished Writer and Public Speaker from 
Assam. The program includes performances 
of Borgeet and Sattriya Dance to showcase 
Assamese Sattriya culture. The event is to be 
held on July 14th, 2024, Sunday starting at 
3:00 PM with light snacks served at the venue 
and free admission to all on first come 
basis as seats are limited due to hall capacity, 
you are kindly requested to RSVP so we can 
plan the event for everyone’s comfort.  The 
event will be held at the Balaji Temple, 
Bridgewater, New Jersey. Please RSVP 
at www.naamghar.org/event 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our July-
14 event.   

Sincerely, 

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor Medhi 
Chairman, NAAM 
Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com 
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UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

• NAAM organized an Annual Fund-
Raising Cultural Event of 2024 on May 
18, 2024. Details are in multiple locations in 
this newsletter.   

• NAAM is hosting Mr. Mayur Bora, 
Distinguished Writer and Public Speaker 
from Assam on July 14th, 2024 at 3:00 PM 
at the Balaji Temple, Bridgewater, New 
Jersey. Please RSVP at www.naamghar.org/ 
event. 

• DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX 
BENEFIT: Coonsider making NAAM as 
one of the beneficiaries of your estate 
planning and/or donate for potential tax 
benefits for the current tax year (please 
consult your tax adviser for details). 

• If your employer matches your 
donation to a charitable organization 
(direct or thorugh payroll 
deductions), please add “Naamghar 
Association of America, Inc.” as one the 
beneficiaries. 

 

• NAAM is soliciting your donations via its 
website (https://naamghar.org/), NAAM 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAss
ociationOfAmerica/), and the “DONATE” 
button on this page to fund a community 
Naamghar in North America. 

• NAAM is looking forward to an active 
participaiton of the community (Assamese 
diaspora) for realizing a common dream of 
building a Naamghar in North America. 
Please use the “DONATE” button below 
and/or contact Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com  for additional 
information.  Thank you! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contribute to NAAM’s 
effort to build a naamghar in 

North America: 
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BOR MEDHI’S SPEECH ON THE MAY 18TH, 2024 EVENT 
 

Jai Guru Sankar ……..Xarba Gunakar 
Jakeri Nahi Anupam 

Tohari Saranaka……..Renu Xata Kauti 
Bareko Koruhu Pronam 

 
নম�াৰ, আেপানােলাক সকেলােক �াগতম জনােলা ৷ আিজ 
আমাৰ এই “streaming-as well as a live Multi-
Cultural NAAM Fundraising Event ত ভাগ লবৈল 
অহাৰ কাৰেণ মই  সকেলােক েমাৰ আ�িৰক কৃত�তা 
জনােলা !  
 
On behalf of the Naamghar Association of 
America (NAAM), I am very pleased to welcome 
you all to our Streaming-as well as a -Live Multi-
Cultural and Fundraising Event of 2024.  
 
NAAM is a not-for-profit trust that was granted 
501(c)(3) status in 2018. We are an organization 
for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate the 
spiritual traditions and the philosophical 
teachings of the great Neo-Vaishnavite Saint 
Srimanta Sankardeva.  
 
Through NAAM, we offer you a forum to express 
and experience these rich traditions propagated 
by Srimanta Sankardeva, including but not 
limited to regular devotional Naam-Praxangas, 
Borgeet, and various performing arts, for example 
Xatriya dance, Bhaona and many more at our 
annual events.  
 
In today’s event, we also have performances 
featuring other Indian dance forms, namely 
Bharatnatyam and Kathak. We have even 
included a dance team of young children of the age 
group of 4 to 7 years.  
 
We are delighted to have with us Sanjib 
Bhattacharya Ji, an accomplished Manipuri 
Dance Exponent, Guru and well-known 
Choreographer, a recipient of two Appreciation 
Awards from the Presidents of India in 2006 and 
2011, to grace the occasion. We thank him 
especially for coming all the way from Cleveland, 
Ohio to perform for us today.  

 
 
We are encompassing and embracing the entire 
Assamese community in North America in our 
noble endeavor of NAAM, while the focus is in the 
tri-state area of NY / NJ / PA of the east coast for 
the first community Naamghar. In the future, we 
can have several Naamghars in North America, 
where we have a critical mass of the Assamese 
diaspora and folks interested in having a 
community Naamghar.  
 
নামঘৰ হল অসমীয়া ৰাইজৰ বাপিত সােহান ৷ 
 
Our Naamghar Thapona was established in 2016 
by the Satradhikar Dr. Sri Sri Pitambar Deva 
Goswami of the  Auniati Xattra, one of the oldest 
and largest monasteries in Majuli, Assam. It was 
the maiden visit of a Satradhikar to America. Its 
Guru Āxon was then duly consecrated by Dr. 
Goswami in his second visit in 2017.  
 
We have an active land acquisition plan for the 
construction of our Naamghar, with a Manikut to 
house the Guru-axon and will include a Cultural 
Center with Auditorium, and a Library. We 
seek your support and guidance in realizing our 
mission for the Assamese diaspora. 
 
We have organized an attractive agenda for you 
with devotional songs of Borgeet, classical dance 
forms of Xattriya, Bharatnatyam and Kathak, 
the artistes for whom will be introduced by our 
Emcee Smita Barbora.  
 
Please enjoy. 
********************************************** 
 
Note: the event flier and a few selected 
pictures from the event are in the next page. 
For more pictures of the event, please visit 
https://naamghar.org/events/. Thank you! 
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Event flier 

 

 
Performers #3 and 4 

 
The NAAM EC Team 

 
Performers #5 

 
Performers#1  

Performers #6 
 

Performers #7 

 
Performers #2 

 

 
Audience #1 

 

 
Audience #2 
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
An Invited Talk by Mr. Mayur Bora, Distinguished Writer and Public Speaker, Assam 

 

NAAM is hosting Mr. Mayur Bora, 
Distinguished Writer and Public Speaker 
from Assam. The program includes 
performances of Borgeet and Sattriya 
Dance to showcase Assamese Sattriya 
culture.  

 

 

The event is to be held on July 14th, 
2024, Sunday starting at 3:00 PM with 
light snacks served at the venue and free 
admission to all on first come 
basis as seats are limited due to hall 
capacity, you are kindly requested to 
RSVP so we can plan the event for 
everyone’s comfort.  The event will be 
held at the Balaji Temple, 
Bridgewater, New Jersey.  

On this occasion, we are republishing Mr. 
Bora’s article in this issue of the NAAM 
newsletter.  

Please RSVP 
at www.naamghar.org/event 
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FEATURED ARTICLE #1 
 
শংকৰেদৱৰ  জািতেভদ �থা স�ক�য়  ধ্যান-ধাৰণা িকমান ���পূণ র্ 

By Mayur Bora 
 

জািতেভদ �থাৰ লগত থকা শংকৰেদৱৰ ব্য��গত , 

আধ্যা��ক আ� সামা�জক স�কর্ৰ িবষেয় খুব 
িবস্তৃতভােৱ চচর্া েহাৱা সতেত চকুত নপেৰ। এেক 
সময়েত িক� েতওঁৰ �াৰা �চািৰত  'একশৰণ 
নামধম র্ 'ৰ িবষেয় কৰা িযেকােনা আেলাচনােত 
বণ র্েভদৰ কথােটােৱ িকছ�  �াধান্য েনােপাৱাৈক 
নাথােক। অৱধািৰতভােৱ িবিভ� গেৱষক প��তৰ 
আেলাচনাত এই িবষেয় িকছ�  মতা�েৰা দৃ��েগাচৰ 
হয়। অৱেশ্য আন িকছ�  িবষয়তৈক জািতেভদ 
স�ভর্ত শংকৰেদৱৰ মেনাভাব িবে�ষণ কেৰােঁত 
প��তসকলৰ েলখা আ� ব�ব্যত ফু�ট ওেলাৱা 
মতেভদৰ তী�তা িকছ�  কম। বণ র্�ধান িহ� ুসমাজ 
স�ভর্ত েতওঁৰ ভূিমকা পয র্ােলাচনা কেৰােঁত দুটা 
িবেশষ কথা মনত ৰখা অত্য� �েয়াজনীয়। ইয়াৰ 
অন্যথা িযেকােনা েলাকেৰ আেলাচনা অ�ৰ হ�ী 
দশ র্নৰ িনিচনা েহাৱাৰ স�াৱনাই অিধক। �থম 
কথােটা হ 'ল মধ্যযুগৰ সব র্ভাৰতীয় পয র্ায়ৰ ভ�� 
আে�ালনৰ �ভাৱ। ি�তীয় ���পূণ র্ িবষয়েটা হ 'ল 
শংকৰেদৱৰ পূব র্ৰ পৰা চিল অহা অসমত ধম�য় 
আ� সামা�জক ে��াপট। ইয়াৰ �থমেটা িবষয়ৰ 
ওপৰত আিম আগৰ এটা অধ্যায়ত িকছ�  আেলাচনা 
কিৰেছা।ঁ জািতেভদ স�ভর্ত শংকৰেদৱৰ মেনাভাব 
িনেম র্াহভােৱ িবচাৰ কিৰবৈল হ 'েল েসই সময়ৰ 
সামা�জক পটভূিম আ� ধম�য় গিত-�কৃিত অধ্যয়ন 
কৰােটা খুেবই �েয়াজনীয়। এটা কথা সত্য েয 
েপা�ৰ শিতকাত অসমৰ সমাজত দৃ��েগাচৰ েহাৱা 

বণ র্বাদী মানিসকতা আেপি�কভােৱ সব র্ভাৰতীয় 
পয র্ায়তৈক িকছ�  কম কেঠাৰ আিছল। 

তথািপ েসই বণ র্বাদৰ িবষবা�ই অসমৰ ধম�য় আ� 
সামা�জক জীৱনত যেথ� আ�কালৰ সৃ�� কিৰিছল। 
তথাকিথত হীনকুলীয়া েলাকৰ ঐিহক জীৱন ৈহ 
পিৰিছল অত্য� দুখ লখা। ধম�য় িদশেবাৰৰ উপিৰ 
শংকৰেদেৱ সূচনা কৰা সং�ামখন খুব 
শ��শালীভােৱ পিৰব্যা� ৈহিছল অসমৰ সামা�জক 
আ� সাং�ৃিতক পিৰম�লত। েসই সং�ামৰ �িন-
�িত�িনেয় একিবংশ শিতকাত অসমীয়ােকা ধন্য 
কিৰ ৰািখেছ। শংকৰেদৱৰ সব র্া�ক সং�ামখন 
আিছল সংকীণ র্তা , সা�দািয়কতাৰ িব�ে�। যুগৰ 
সীমাব�তাই গিতেৰাধকৰ সৃ�� কিৰেলও েতেন এখন 
সং�ামৰ শ��শালী �ভাৱ সমাজৰ ওপৰত পৰােতা 
েতেনই �াভািৱক। েসই �ভােব জািতেভদ �থাক 
িকদেৰ আ� িকমান পয র্ায়ৈলেক আঘাত কিৰিছল 
েসইেটা িবচাৰ কৰাই আমাৰ মূল উে�শ্য। জািতেভদ 
�থাৰ কেঠাৰতাৰ লগত সমাজৰ উ� ে�ণীেকইটাৰ 
দ�ৰ কথােবাৰ জিড়ত ৈহ আিছল। �া�ণসকলৰ 
আ�ািভমান িযমােন বৃ�� পাইিছল , 
সমানুপািতকভােৱ জািতেভদৰ ব�েলপ হােতাৰাই 
সমাজখনক েচিপ ধিৰিছল। েতেন এক পিৰেৱশেত 
এটা দুেঘ র্াৰ শা� পিৰয়ালত শংকৰেদৱৰ জ�। 
কুলত আিছল েতওঁেলাক কায়� আ� বৃি�ত আিছল 
শাসক। গিতেক েতেন এক পিৰেৱশৰ পৰা ওলাই 
আিহ েতওঁ িযদেৰ সমাজৰ েশািষত-িনে�িষত 
জনগণৰ ৈনিতক , আধ্যা��ক আ� সামা�জক 
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উ�ৰণৰ বােব অেহাপু�ষাথ র্ কিৰিছল , েসয়া আিছল 
�কৃতাথ র্ত িব�য়কৰ। এই কথা সত্য েয এটা শা� 
পিৰয়ালত জ� েহাৱা বােব েতওঁৰ জীৱনৰ এটা 
পয র্ায়ৈলেক �া�ণ্য ধম র্ৰ �ভাৱ েদিখবৈল েপাৱা 
যায়। িক� আ�য র্কৰ কথা- েসইজন ব্য��েয় যুগৰ 
দাবীত সমাজৰ সকেলা বণ র্ আ� �ৰৰ সাধাৰণ 
মানুহক এেক�ৰবাদী ভ��ৰসৰ মাধ্যেমেৰ এক উ� 
আধ্যা��ক িদশৈল উ�ৰণ ঘেটাৱাৰ �াথ র্ত েসই 
�া�ণ্য ধম র্ৰ �ভাৱৰ মা�াক কেঠাৰভােৱ �শিমত 
কিৰবৈল ওেৰেটা জীৱন সং�াম কিৰ গ 'ল। 
জািতেভদৰ হােতাৰা িকছ�  পিৰমােণ েসােলাক-
েঢােলাক কিৰ িদ েতওঁ অজ� সাধাৰণ মানুহৰ জীৱন 
কিৰ ত� িলেল মিহমাম��ত। জািতেভদ �থা 
স�ূণ র্ভােৱ �ংস নহ 'ল , 'ই সঁচা কথা। িক� 
সম�য়মুখী আ� সং�াৰমুখী মানিসকতাৰ অংশীদাৰ 
কিৰ েতওঁ সাধাৰণ মানুহৰ মনত থকা অসাধাৰণ 
ৈবিশ�্যেবাৰক ত� িল ধিৰেল। ইয়াৰ ফল�িতত 
শংকৰেদৱ �পা�িৰত ৈহ পিৰল সম� অসমীয়া 
জািতৰ পিৰচয় বহনকাৰী এক স�াৈল। সকেলােৱ 
েতওঁক ��া কেৰ অসমৰ 

সািহত্য-সং�ৃিত-সভ্যতাৰ �াণপু�ষ িহচােপ। িক� 
শংকৰেদেৱ মানুহৰ মন- মননত েশলুৈৱৰ দেৰ লািগ 
থকা বণ র্বাদী দৃ��েকাণ স�ূণ র্ভােব েনােহাৱা কিৰব 
েনাৱািৰেল। েসেয়েহ আ�জৰ সমাজেতা শংকৰেদৱৰ 
�াসংিগকতা িযদেৰ েদিখবৈল েপাৱা যায় , এেক 
সময়েত জািতেভদৰ দেৰ েনিতবাচক ভাবাদশ র্ও 
�াসংিগক ৈহ আেছ। েসইবােব জািতেভদ স�ভর্ত 
েতওঁৰ মেনাভাব ব�িন�ভােৱ আেলাচনা কৰােটা 
সময়ৰ দাবী বুিল ক 'েলও েবাধকেৰা ঁঅত� ্য�� কৰা 
নহ 'ব। িক� এইেটা কথা মনত ৰখা দৰকাৰ েয 
শংকৰেদৱৰ �াসংিগকতা বতর্মান সময়ত বৃ�� 
েপাৱাৰ সময়েত জািতেভদ �থাৰ কু-�ভাৱ িকছ�  
পিৰমােণ হ 'েলও �াস পাইেছ। নানােবাৰ েনিতবাচক 

কথাই আৱিৰ থকা অসমীয়া সমাজখনৰ বােব এয়া 
িন�য়ৈক এক �ভংকৰ বাতর্া। অৱেশ্য সা�িতক 
সময়ত জািতেভদ �থাৰ কু-�ভাৱ কিম অহাৰ পূণ র্ 
কৃিত� শংকৰেদৱৰ ওপৰত আেৰাপ কিৰেল সত্যৰ 
অপলাপ কৰাৰ েলখীয়ােহ হ 'ব। আধুিনক জীৱনৰ 
িবিভ� কাৰকৰ স��িলত �ভাৱৰ খু�াতেহ এই 
�ভাৱ িকছ�  কিমেছ। েসইেবাৰ কাৰকৰ কথা আিম 
বতর্মান আেলাচনাৰ মাজৈল আিনব িবচৰা নাই। 
তদুপিৰ শংকৰেদৱৰ ধম র্ �চাৰক মূল উে�শ্য কিৰ 
গ�ঠত েকতেবাৰ ধম�য় সংগঠনৰ �িত��য়াশীল 
অত� ্যৎসােহও বতর্মান অসমৰ �াম্য সমাজত এক 
ওেভাতা বণ র্ িবে�ষৰ সৃ�� কিৰেছ। িবিভ� সমস্যাই 
জমুুিৰ িদ ধৰা অসমীয়া সমাজৰ বােব ই এটা 
িন�ৎসাহজনক বতৰা। �া�ণ কুলত জ� েহাৱা 
িযেকােনা েলাকেক সে�হৰ দৃ��েৰ েচাৱা এেনেবাৰ 
সংগঠেন েসেয়েহ অসমীয়া িহ� ুসমাজৰ �িতেটা 
জািত-উপজািতেক িনজৰ আদশ র্ৰ �িত সমােন 
আকিষ র্ত কৰাত িবফল ৈহেছ। �া�ণ্যবাদক �িতহত 
কিৰবৈল ৈগ একধৰণৰ নৱ�া�ণ্যবােদ এেনেবাৰ 
সংগঠনৰ একাংশ েনতাক এেনধৰেণ আ�া� 
কিৰেছ েয ব� সময়ত েতওঁেলােক পাহিৰ ৈগেছ 
শংকৰেদেৱ হ 'ল অসমীয়া পিৰশীিলত জীৱনেবাধেৰা 
অন্যতম মহানায়ক। এেন এক ে��াপটত 
জািতেভদ স�ভর্ত শংকৰেদেৱ েপাষণ কৰা 
মানিসকতা অধ্যয়নৰ িবষয়েটা িকছ�  পিৰমােণ 
�শ র্কাতৰ হ 'েলও অত্য� ���পূণ র্ বুিল িবেবচনা 
কিৰব পািৰ। 

 
The author resides in Assam and could be contacted at 
mayurbora@yahoo.com.  
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FEATURED ARTICLE #2
 

LONG JOURNEY TO THE TRUE INNER SELF - A PERSONAL REFLECTION 
By Krishnasarana Bhakat (Edgar Faingor) 
 

I am originally from Moscow, Russia, born in a 
non-religious family. From my early teenage 
years, I was interested in spirituality, as I had 
pressing questions regarding the nature of our 
being, and the meaning of life. As Russia is 
historically and predominantly a Christian 
country, naturally at first, I was exploring 
Christianity, and joined a course in a Catholic 
Church. Later on, I felt the need to study other 
spiritual paths, and therefore engaged in long-
term studies of Hinduism and then Buddhism. 
While still in Moscow, I became interested in the 
teachings of Gaudiya Vaishnavism and Vedanta 
and visited the Hare Krishna temple as well as 
Ramakrishna Mission centre. I was also reading 
about Buddhism, and even-though the concept 
of the anatman (no-self) was always alien to 
me, the other aspects of Buddhism were indeed 
captivating, particularly its emphasis on 
compassion and equality of all beings. 

As I really wanted to see Indian spirituality 
firsthand, in 2005 I travelled to Nepal. 
Unfortunately, I faced a somewhat 
discriminatory treatment in Pashupatinath 
temple, as I was denied admission to this holy 
place, due to not being a Hindu. This was a 
rather unexpected and painful experience to me, 
as I have always looked for equality and 
egalitarianism. Unable to recover from this 
traumatic experience, I switched my attention 
to Buddhism, which was open and welcoming. I 
joined some retreats both in Tibetan Buddhist 
tradition, as well as Southern Buddhism 
(Vipassana meditation). I also participated in 
some academic study programs in Kathmandu, 
where I was involved in teaching English 
language, and met my would-be wife, a 
Nepalese. We got married, and our son was born 

in 2010. We moved to Thailand, where I joined 
the International Buddhist College to deepen 
my knowledge of Buddhism. Though practicing 
and studying Buddhism with as much 
dedication as possible, time and again I felt 
some crucial things missing, particularly the 
clearly formulated idea of God and and also the 
devotional aspect. Most importantly, the notion 
of an eternal soul (spirit, atman) is absent in 
Buddhism. But for me this has always been a 
very significant and focal aspect, which has 
proven indispensable with time. As I did not 
want to hop from one religion to another, I was 
trying to put up with these disagreements, but 
the internal dissatisfaction was growing more 
and more within me. 

In 2017 my family and I moved to Israel, as it is 
my second citizenship. I started exploring other 
spiritual traditions, particularly various Hindu 
denominations. Those were long years of 
reading, analyzing, researching and 
communicating with teachers of a number of 
schools of Sanatana Dharma. From my very first 
encounter with Hinduism back in the late 90's, 
Bhagavad Gita was always the pivotal text, 
exhorting irresistible attraction on me, and its 
message deeply resonated with my internal 
feelings and understanding. Bhagavata Purana 
has also been truly magnetizing, as the work 
akin to Bhagavad Gita, with its fascinating 
spiritual stories of pure devotion and surrender 
to the Absolute Truth. So naturally I was more 
interested in the schools of Hinduism which are 
based on, or guided by these two texts, which of 
course brought me closer to Vaishnavism. With 
further research and communication, it became 
very clear that most of the existing Vaishnava 
lineages are extremely demanding in terms of 
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the required level of austerity, or at times very 
difficult to approach and join. Though having 
spent many years as a spiritual practitioner and 
truth seeker, I could never boast of any deep 
spiritual realization or ascetic prowess – I am a 
rather simple, common person, with multitude 
of weaknesses and limitations. So, my search 
also required that the desired spiritual tradition 
be fit for such a commoner like me. 

Once, while I was rather heavily distressed by 
the inability to find such a lineage, I was going 
through a list of Vaishnava traditions in 
Wikipedia, and suddenly saw something I never 
knew of before: Ekasarana Nama Dharma, 
which was listed under "Other traditions". The 
name immediately drew my attention, as I 
understood that this was directly pointing to the 
famous sloka in the Bhagavad Gita (18.66), 
which always struck me as the core summary, 
the very heart and essence of complete devotion 
and surrender to the Lord. I vividly recall the 
excitement with which I was reading through 
the description of this tradition of Assamese 
Vaishnavism and nodding my head in complete 
agreement to the doctrines of Ekasarana Nama 
Dharma. It was simply amazing and 
unbelievable: all what I myself held true was 
there in this formerly unknown spiritual 
tradition! Starting with the reduction of Vedic 
ritualism, continuing to its simple and 
accessible nature, and then the absolute focus 
and surrender to a single Supreme Reality, 
whose manifestations are equally true and 
valuable – all of these were just perfect, and 
completely balanced. I was truly elated by this at 
the time of first encounter, just as I am still 
elated at present! Even such more nuanced 
elements as the emphasis on the dasya mood of 
devotion and the sole focus on Lord Krishna as 
the only object of reverence were exactly what I 
hold proper and realistic for myself. Also, the 
figure of Srimanta Sankaradeva, who is the 
founder of Ekasarana Nama Dharma, was 
appearing as a true saint and brilliant 

progenitor of Assamese culture – a grand 
person of the highest caliber. It was too good to 
be true, and yet it was indeed true. 

What followed was a very pointed investigation 
into the details of the doctrine of Ekasarana 
Nama Dharma and searching for the contacts 
within the tradition. I was very fortunate to find 
the website www.sankaradeva.com, which 
brought me in contact with Dr Sanjib Kumar 
Borkakoti – an acclaimed scholar and author of 
a great number of books on Ekasarana Nama 
Dharma – who would very kindly and patiently 
answer my incessant questions. It took a year 
and a half of further research, contemplation 
and internal work for me to finally make sure 
that this is the path I wish to follow. 
Dr Borkakoti offered his most precious 
assistance in organising the Sarana ceremony 
for me, which took place on April 2, 2024, in Bali 
Satra, Koliabor. Hiro Prasad Mahanta Prabhu 
was exceptionally benevolent to me by 
officiating the Sarana, and also granting me a 
new Hindu name of Krishnasarana Bhakat. The 
ceremony itself was an unforgettable event 
which had – and is still having – the most 
positive and joyful impact on me on all levels. I 
am thus forever grateful to Dr Sanjib Kumar 
Borkakoti, Hiro Prasad Mahanta Prabhu and 
the wonderful devotees I met at the Sarana 
ceremony, as well as at Bordowa Than the next 
day. The kindness and friendliness of these 
wonderful people is perhaps the best indicator 
of the spiritual strength of Ekasarana Dharma, 
which I have never witnessed before in my years 
of living in Nepal and Thailand. May the light of 
the great tradition championed by Srimanta 
Sankaradeva be spread, and may all beings 
receive its liberating power! 

The author could be contacted at 
edgar.faingor@gmail.com. 
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Q&A 
Q: What is NAAM? 
A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. (NAAM) 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and cultural 
organization formed to construct and manage a 
Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate 
and perform the spiritual traditions and 
philosophical teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva. 
With strong ties with all the Satras of Assam, NAAM 
seek to provide a forum for learned spiritual leaders 
and traditional artistes to share their knowledge and 
talent with the current and future generations of the 
Assamese diaspora. 
 
Q:  What are the immediate goals of NAAM? 
A:   Some of the immediate goals of NAAM include 
spreading awareness on NAAM initiatives, build a 
digital media platform, plan for fund raising, and 
participate regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM 
seeks volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora 
across the United States to achieve these goals. 
Please join us (details at the bottom of this 
newsletter).  In our planning activity, the first 

priority is to identify what is needed to establish a 
temporary Naamghar.  This will make the Guru 
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra 
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the public, 
while we work on the longer-term project of building 
a permanent Naamghar. 
 
Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other 
organizations? 
A:  NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with all 
community organizations which are willing to help 
achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to have 
meaningful discussion with all organizations in our 
community; please contact us if you would like to be 
a part of this conversation (contact details at the 
bottom). 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?  

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP 
(WG): We need your help in achieving the 
dream of building a Naamghar in North 
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone 
who is interested in building the Naamghar.   

 
If you are interested in getting involved actively 
in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by 

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.  
The WG meets regularly via 
teleconference/video conference to discuss 
various issues that are related to NAAM and its 
mission and goals. 
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS 
Following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals 
who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The 
current WG members are: 

• Iswar Agarwalla, NC 
• Tutumoni Baishya, Assam 
• Niraj Barbara, PA 
• Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ 
• Pranab Bora, WI 
• Lolit Bora, PA 
• Subhasini Bora, NC 
• Dr. Babul Borah, OH 
• Utpal Borah, VA 
• Dilara Boruah, CA 
• Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, NJ 

(Bor-medhi) 
• Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ 
• Monidipa Bordoloi, CA 
• Susanto Bordoloi, CT 
• Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA 
• Malabika Brahma, NJ 
• Debojit Chowdhury, CA 

• Niren Choudhury, NJ 
• Dr. Bikul Das, MA 
• Namita Das, VA 
• Dr. Pradip Das, MO 
• Rupam Das, Assam 
• Shyam DevChoudhury, PA 

(Secretary) 
• Dr. Saswati Datta, OH 
• Hemanga Dutta, NJ 
• Panchali Dutta, NJ 
• Sawmick Dutta, CA 
• Prandeep Gogoi, NJ 
• Ajoy Hazarika, NY 
• Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ 
• Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ 
• Priyadarshini Inman, NC 
• Sridevi Jaggannath, NC 
• Diganta Kalita, IL  

• Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ 
• Lalita Kalita, IL 
• Rashmi Kalita, CA 
• Sangaurav Kaushik, NC 
• Nilanjona Mahanta, CA 
• Nabanita Mazumdar, WA 
• Chayanika Mohan, NC 
• Shakhyar Neog, NJ 
• Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL 
• Lelkhika Pathak, Assam 
• Anu Perlmutter, VA 
• Nilakshi Phukan, NC 
• Gayatree Prasad, CA 
• Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ 

(Treasurer) 
• Vavani Sarmah, CA 

Contact Us 
Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org  

Website: www.naamghar.org  
Facebook: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica  
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