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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI 

Dear community members and well-wishers of 
NAAM, 

We are getting into the Spring of 2024. We see 
the recommendation from CDC for elderly folks 
for continuing to take vaccine for Covid-19. Let's 
do the needful and follow the prescribed 
guidelines not only for our own safety but also 
for the safety of all others around us.  

Now coming to this first quarter newsletter of 
2024 from NAAM, it is my pleasure to highlight 
two books that I came to know about recently.  

 Arup Kumar Dutta’s "Saint Saviour Soul 
Society," published in 2024. The back cover 
page of his book is reproduced with author / 
publisher's permission in another section of 
the newsletter, which is an excellent 
summary of the book. 

 Mayur Bora's "Jatived Pratha Aru 
Sankardeva" (first edition 2014 and second 
edition 2016) is a critical analysis of caste 
and sub-caste and Sankardeva's attitude 
towards casteism. We have obtained 
author's permission to reproduce a chapter 
of his book, which you will see in a later 
section of this newsletter. 

NAAM is organizing to celebrate our Annual 
Fund-Raising Cultural Event of 2024 on 
May 18, 2024. Please see our flyer on this 

subject for more details. We are planning an 
attractive agenda with performers from all over 
the US. While we are exploring artists from 
Assam to inspire our Assamese diaspora in 
North America, this is not guaranteed this year 
due to restricted visa and other costs related 
matters. This event will be open to not only the 
Assamese diaspora, but we are also hoping to 
attract the non-Assamese well-wishers to 
NAAM with all your active solicitation. 

We are planning to organize a talk by Mayur 
Bora sometime this year. While this is not 
confirmed at this time, we want to keep you 
informed that the target time period is mid-
June. We will continue to organize these types 
of activities in the communities to propagate the 
teachings of Sankardeva. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our 
Bohag Bihu in New Jersey organized by the 
north-east local community, NEIACO. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor Medhi 

Chairman, NAAM 

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com 
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UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

 
 NAAM is organizing to celebrate our 

Annual Fund-Raising Cultural Event 
of 2024 is on May 18, 2024. Please see our 
flier on this subject for more details. We are 
planning an attractive agenda with 
performers from all over the US.  

 DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX 
BENEFIT: Coonsider making NAAM as 
one of the beneficiaries of your estate 
planning and/or donate for potential tax 
benefits for the current tax year (please 
consult your tax adviser for details). 

 If your employer matches your 
donation to a charitable organization 
(direct or thorugh payroll 
deductions), please add “Naamghar 
Association of America, Inc.” as one the 
beneficiaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 NAAM is soliciting your donations via its 
website (https://naamghar.org/), NAAM 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAss
ociationOfAmerica/), and the “DONATE” 
button on this page to fund a community 
Naamghar in North America. 

 NAAM is looking forward to an active 
participaiton of the community (Assamese 
diaspora) for realizing a common dream of 
building a Naamghar in North America. 
Please use the “DONATE” button below 
and/or contact Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com  for additional 
information.  Thank you! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contribute to NAAM’s 
effort to build a naamghar in 

North America: 
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES #1 
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES #2 
 

Naam Proxongo Performance Planned 
in the upcoming Rongali Bihu 
Celebration in Chicago, IL 

 
Naam Proxongo are devotional songs that are 
sung within certain tunes and rhythms by all 
classes of Assamese people including kids to 
adults. Most of the Naam Proxongo songs are 
originated from the Borgeet composed by 
Mohapurush Sankardev and Mohapurush 
Madhabdev including their holy books Kirtan 
Ghosa and Naam Ghosa. Moreover, several 
Naam Prxongo have been composed as prayers 
and devotional songs to celebrate traditional 
rituals in the form of various forms of Naam 
such as Diha Naam, Nagara Naam, Thiyo Naam.  

The Thoroughness of feelings and structural 
ordinance of the spiritual lyrics of Naam 
Proxongo make them to conquer the very best 
place of Assamese culture and has made a 
remarkable contribution in the context of 
propagation and spreading Assamese 
authenticity.  

Naam Proxongo brings the whole Assamese 
society refurnishing faith, integrity, cultural and 
social organization with unity and dignity 
wherever they live in the globe. The 
spontaneous spiritual experience of Naam 

Proxongo remains as an integral part of a life of 
an Assamese people and plays a significant role 
to uplift the moral, spiritual, value-based 
thought, character building. The composition, 
tune, rhythms of Naam Proxongo still influences 
the fashionable creative works of modern 
Assamese culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a challenging job to keep alive this 
culture among Assamese people specially when 
we live abroad. A group of community members 
from the Chicago area Assamese diaspora will 
perform a short Naam Proxongo for the 
community.  

(information courtesy area resident and NAAM WG 
member, Diganta Kalita) 
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FEATURED ARTICLE #1 

 

শংকৰেদৱৰ জািতেভদ ϕথা সѕকλয় ধҝান-ধাৰণা িকমান ვЯপূণ κ 
By Mayur Bora 
 

জািতেভদ ϕথাৰ লগত থকা শংকৰেদৱৰ বҝΝЅগত , 
আধҝাΝЮক আ সামাΝজক সѕকκৰ িবষেয় খুব 
িবস্তৃতভােৱ চচκা έহাৱা সতেত চকুত নপেৰ। এেক 
সময়েত িকᅀ έতওঁৰ еাৰা ϕচািৰত  'একশৰণ 
নামধম κ 'ৰ িবষেয় কৰা িযেকােনা আেলাচনােত 
বণ κেভদৰ কথােটােৱ িকছΦ  ϕাধানҝ έনােপাৱাৈক 
নাথােক। অৱধািৰতভােৱ িবিভт গেৱষক পΝЦতৰ 
আেলাচনাত এই িবষেয় িকছΦ  মতাоেৰা দৃΜѭেগাচৰ 
হয়। অৱেশҝ আন িকছΦ  িবষয়তৈক জািতেভদ 
সрভκত শংকৰেদৱৰ মেনাভাব িবেѫষণ কেৰােঁত 
পΝЦতসকলৰ έলখা আ বЅবҝত ফুΜট ওেলাৱা 
মতেভদৰ তীϣতা িকছΦ  কম। বণ κϕধান িহр ুসমাজ 
সрভκত έতওঁৰ ভূিমকা পয κােলাচনা কেৰােঁত দুটা 
িবেশষ কথা মনত ৰখা অতҝо ϕেয়াজনীয়। ইয়াৰ 
অনҝথা িযেকােনা έলাকেৰ আেলাচনা অсৰ হѷী 
দশ κনৰ িনিচনা έহাৱাৰ সјাৱনাই অিধক। ϕথম 
কথােটা হ 'ল মধҝযুগৰ সব κভাৰতীয় পয κায়ৰ ভΝЅ 
আেрালনৰ ϕভাৱ। িеতীয় ვЯপূণ κ িবষয়েটা হ 'ল 
শংকৰেদৱৰ পূব κৰ পৰা চিল অহা অসমত ধমλয় 
আ সামাΝজক έϕϠাপট। ইয়াৰ ϕথমেটা িবষয়ৰ 
ওপৰত আিম আগৰ এটা অধҝায়ত িকছΦ  আেলাচনা 
কিৰেছা।ঁ জািতেভদ সрভκত শংকৰেদৱৰ মেনাভাব 
িনেম κাহভােৱ িবচাৰ কিৰবৈল হ 'েল έসই সময়ৰ 
সামাΝজক পটভূিম আ ধমλয় গিত-ϕকৃিত অধҝয়ন 
কৰােটা খুেবই ϕেয়াজনীয়। এটা কথা সতҝ έয 
έপাсৰ শিতকাত অসমৰ সমাজত দৃΜѭেগাচৰ έহাৱা 

বণ κবাদী মানিসকতা আেপিϠকভােৱ সব κভাৰতীয় 
পয κায়তৈক িকছΦ  কম কেঠাৰ আিছল। 

তথািপ έসই বণ κবাদৰ িবষবাѰই অসমৰ ধমλয় আ 
সামাΝজক জীৱনত যেথѭ আቍকালৰ সΜৃѭ কিৰিছল। 
তথাকিথত হীনকুলীয়া έলাকৰ ঐিহক জীৱন ίহ 
পিৰিছল অতҝо দুখ লখা। ধমλয় িদশেবাৰৰ উপিৰ 
শংকৰেদেৱ সূচনা কৰা সংςামখন খুব 
শΝЅশালীভােৱ পিৰবҝাч ίহিছল অসমৰ সামাΝজক 
আ সাংѴৃিতক পিৰমЦলত। έসই সংςামৰ йিন-
ϕিতйিনেয় একিবংশ শিতকাত অসমীয়ােকা ধনҝ 
কিৰ ৰািখেছ। শংকৰেদৱৰ সব κাЮক সংςামখন 
আিছল সংকীণ κতা , সাϸদািয়কতাৰ িবেд। যুগৰ 
সীমাবдতাই গিতেৰাধকৰ সΜৃѭ কিৰেলও έতেন এখন 
সংςামৰ শΝЅশালী ϕভাৱ সমাজৰ ওপৰত পৰােতা 
έতেনই Ѿাভািৱক। έসই ϕভােব জািতেভদ ϕথাক 
িকদেৰ আ িকমান পয κায়ৈলেক আঘাত কিৰিছল 
έসইেটা িবচাৰ কৰাই আমাৰ মূল উেгশҝ। জািতেভদ 
ϕথাৰ কেঠাৰতাৰ লগত সমাজৰ উЗ έϜণীেকইটাৰ 
দјৰ কথােবাৰ জিড়ত ίহ আিছল। ϗাҁণসকলৰ 
আЮািভমান িযমােন বΝৃд পাইিছল , 
সমানুপািতকভােৱ জািতেভদৰ বχেলপ হােতাৰাই 
সমাজখনক έচিপ ধিৰিছল। έতেন এক পিৰেৱশেত 
এটা দুেঘ κাৰ শাЅ পিৰয়ালত শংকৰেদৱৰ জф। 
কুলত আিছল έতওঁেলাক কায়Ѹ আ বিৃЫত আিছল 
শাসক। গিতেক έতেন এক পিৰেৱশৰ পৰা ওলাই 
আিহ έতওঁ িযদেৰ সমাজৰ έশািষত-িনেѰিষত 
জনগণৰ ίনিতক , আধҝাΝЮক আ সামাΝজক 
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উЫৰণৰ বােব অেহাপুষাথ κ কিৰিছল , έসয়া আিছল 
ϕকৃতাথ κত িবѼয়কৰ। এই কথা সতҝ έয এটা শাЅ 
পিৰয়ালত জф έহাৱা বােব έতওঁৰ জীৱনৰ এটা 
পয κায়ৈলেক ϗাҁণҝ ধম κৰ ϕভাৱ έদিখবৈল έপাৱা 
যায়। িকᅀ আѥয κকৰ কথা- έসইজন বҝΝЅেয় যুগৰ 
দাবীত সমাজৰ সকেলা বণ κ আ ѷৰৰ সাধাৰণ 
মানুহক এেকѩৰবাদী ভΝЅৰসৰ মাধҝেমেৰ এক উЗ 
আধҝাΝЮক িদশৈল উЫৰণ ঘেটাৱাৰ Ѿাথ κত έসই 
ϗাҁণҝ ধম κৰ ϕভাৱৰ মাϏাক কেঠাৰভােৱ ϕশিমত 
কিৰবৈল ওেৰেটা জীৱন সংςাম কিৰ গ 'ল। 
জািতেভদৰ হােতাৰা িকছΦ  পিৰমােণ έসােলাক-
έঢােলাক কিৰ িদ έতওঁ অজϞ সাধাৰণ মানুহৰ জীৱন 
কিৰ তΦ িলেল মিহমামΝЦত। জািতেভদ ϕথা 
সѕূণ κভােৱ йংস নহ 'ল , 'ই সঁচা কথা। িকᅀ 
সমуয়মুখী আ সংѴাৰমুখী মানিসকতাৰ অংশীদাৰ 
কিৰ έতওঁ সাধাৰণ মানুহৰ মনত থকা অসাধাৰণ 
ίবিশѭҝেবাৰক তΦ িল ধিৰেল। ইয়াৰ ফলᅂিতত 
শংকৰেদৱ পাоিৰত ίহ পিৰল সমς অসমীয়া 
জািতৰ পিৰচয় বহনকাৰী এক সЫাৈল। সকেলােৱ 
έতওঁক Ϝдা কেৰ অসমৰ 

সািহতҝ-সংѴৃিত-সভҝতাৰ ϕাণপুষ িহচােপ। িকᅀ 
শংকৰেদেৱ মানুহৰ মন- মননত έশলুৈৱৰ দেৰ লািগ 
থকা বণ κবাদী দৃΜѭেকাণ সѕূণ κভােব έনােহাৱা কিৰব 
έনাৱািৰেল। έসেয়েহ আΝজৰ সমাজেতা শংকৰেদৱৰ 
ϕাসংিগকতা িযদেৰ έদিখবৈল έপাৱা যায় , এেক 
সময়েত জািতেভদৰ দেৰ έনিতবাচক ভাবাদশ κও 
ϕাসংিগক ίহ আেছ। έসইবােব জািতেভদ সрভκত 
έতওঁৰ মেনাভাব বᄿিনѮভােৱ আেলাচনা কৰােটা 
সময়ৰ দাবী বুিল ক 'েলও έবাধকেৰা ঁঅতΦ ҝΝЅ কৰা 
নহ 'ব। িকᅀ এইেটা কথা মনত ৰখা দৰকাৰ έয 
শংকৰেদৱৰ ϕাসংিগকতা বতκমান সময়ত বΝৃд 
έপাৱাৰ সময়েত জািতেভদ ϕথাৰ কু-ϕভাৱ িকছΦ  
পিৰমােণ হ 'েলও ϟাস পাইেছ। নানােবাৰ έনিতবাচক 

কথাই আৱিৰ থকা অসমীয়া সমাজখনৰ বােব এয়া 
িনѥয়ৈক এক ზভংকৰ বাতκা। অৱেশҝ সাϸিতক 
সময়ত জািতেভদ ϕথাৰ কু-ϕভাৱ কিম অহাৰ পূণ κ 
কৃিতЯ শংকৰেদৱৰ ওপৰত আেৰাপ কিৰেল সতҝৰ 
অপলাপ কৰাৰ έলখীয়ােহ হ 'ব। আধুিনক জীৱনৰ 
িবিভт কাৰকৰ সΝљিলত ϕভাৱৰ খুрাতেহ এই 
ϕভাৱ িকছΦ  কিমেছ। έসইেবাৰ কাৰকৰ কথা আিম 
বতκমান আেলাচনাৰ মাজৈল আিনব িবচৰা নাই। 
তদুপিৰ শংকৰেদৱৰ ধম κ ϕচাৰক মূল উেгশҝ কিৰ 
গΜঠত έকতেবাৰ ধমλয় সংগঠনৰ ϕিতΝοয়াশীল 
অতΦ ҝৎসােহও বতκমান অসমৰ ςামҝ সমাজত এক 
ওেভাতা বণ κ িবেеষৰ সΜৃѭ কিৰেছ। িবিভт সমসҝাই 
জমুুিৰ িদ ধৰা অসমীয়া সমাজৰ বােব ই এটা 
িনৎসাহজনক বতৰা। ϗাҁণ কুলত জф έহাৱা 
িযেকােনা έলাকেক সেрহৰ দৃΜѭেৰ έচাৱা এেনেবাৰ 
সংগঠেন έসেয়েহ অসমীয়া িহр ুসমাজৰ ϕিতেটা 
জািত-উপজািতেক িনজৰ আদশ κৰ ϕিত সমােন 
আকিষ κত কৰাত িবফল ίহেছ। ϗাҁণҝবাদক ϕিতহত 
কিৰবৈল ίগ একধৰণৰ নৱϗাҁণҝবােদ এেনেবাৰ 
সংগঠনৰ একাংশ έনতাক এেনধৰেণ আοাо 
কিৰেছ έয বቍ সময়ত έতওঁেলােক পাহিৰ ίগেছ 
শংকৰেদেৱ হ 'ল অসমীয়া পিৰশীিলত জীৱনেবাধেৰা 
অনҝতম মহানায়ক। এেন এক έϕϠাপটত 
জািতেভদ সрভκত শংকৰেদেৱ έপাষণ কৰা 
মানিসকতা অধҝয়নৰ িবষয়েটা িকছΦ  পিৰমােণ 
Ѻশ κকাতৰ হ 'েলও অতҝо ვЯপণূ κ বুিল িবেবচনা 
কিৰব পািৰ। 

 
The author resides in Assam, and could be contacted at 
mayurbora@yahoo.com.  
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FEATURED BOOK #1
 

SAINT; SAVIOUR; SOUL; SOCIETY  

By Arup Kumar Dutta 
 

This is an imaginative depiction of the 
life, teachings and legacy of Mahapurush 
Srimanta Sankardeva, saint poet of 
Assam, the greatest individual this part 
of India has ever produced. Though 
written in a story-telling style, the book is 
accurately based on material gleaned 
from various treatises by erudite 
scholars, as well as the Charit-puthis or 
biographies, written on the saint. 

Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva made 
a seminal impact on the formation and 
development of Assamese society and the 
socio-cultural evolution of this region. 
During the mid-15th century, a pall of 
spiritual darkness had settled over the 
land, so much so that it became notorious 
to the outside world as a land of sorcery 
and black-magic. 

It was at this critical juncture that 
Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva, the 
saviour of our souls and our society, was 
born (1449 CE) to rid Assam from the 
prevailing degradation, bring about 
religious reform and usher in a socio-
cultural renaissance. Ekasaran 
Namdharma, a religion of universal love 
and tolerance, was the greatest gift given 
by him to Assamese society and forms the 
bulwark of the legacy he left behind. 

The Mahapurush was a great orator and 
evangelist, a poet, translator, lyricist, 
singer, music composer, dancer, 
choreographer, painter, sculptor, 
dramatist, thespian, creator of stage 
props and techniques, artisan, weaver, 
craftsman and much else. Saint; Saviour; 
Soul; Society attempts to familiarize 
readers, particularly from outside 
Assam, with this multitalented 
personality who can be counted among 
the greatest religious propagators and 
social reformers India has ever produced. 

The author is a resident of Assam and could be 
contacted at dutta.arupkumar@gmail.com.  
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FEATURED BOOK #2
 

STORIES OF BHAGWAD 

By Kamalaxi Hazarika  
 

A new book (2023), cover page of which 
is shown below, is written by one of our 
community members, Kamalakshi 
(Rinki) Hazarika.  

This book is geared towards young 
children of Assamese and/or Indian 
diaspora who may not be familiar with 

mythological stories. So, anyone with 
young children or grandchildren would 
find this book useful to teach their young 
ones about great stories from the 
Bhagawat Gita. Those who are interested 
in receiving a copy of this book requested 
to contact NAAM at: 
Naaminfo@Naamghar.org  OR 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com.  The 
suggested minimum contribution to 
NAAM is $10 (plus any shipping cost, if 
applicable). 

 

The author is a resident of Delaware and could be 
contacted at kamalakshihazarika@gmail.com  
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Q&A 

Q: What is NAAM? 
A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. (NAAM) 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and cultural 
organization formed to construct and manage a 
Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate 
and perform the spiritual traditions and 
philosophical teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva. 
With strong ties with all the Satras of Assam, NAAM 
seek to provide a forum for learned spiritual leaders 
and traditional artistes to share their knowledge and 
talent with the current and future generations of the 
Assamese diaspora. 
 
Q:  What are the immediate goals of NAAM? 
A:   Some of the immediate goals of NAAM include 
spreading awareness on NAAM initiatives, build a 
digital media platform, plan for fund raising, and 
participate regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM 
seeks volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora 
across the United States to achieve these goals. 
Please join us (details at the bottom of this 
newsletter).  In our planning activity, the first 

priority is to identify what is needed to establish a 
temporary Naamghar.  This will make the Guru 
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra 
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the public, 
while we work on the longer-term project of building 
a permanent Naamghar. 
 
Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other 
organizations? 
A:  NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with all 
community organizations which are willing to help 
achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to have 
meaningful discussion with all organizations in our 
community; please contact us if you would like to be 
a part of this conversation (contact details at the 
bottom). 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?  

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP 
(WG): We need your help in achieving the 
dream of building a Naamghar in North 
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone 
who is interested in building the Naamghar.   

 
If you are interested in getting involved actively 
in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by 

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.  
The WG meets regularly via 
teleconference/video conference to discuss 
various issues that are related to NAAM and its 
mission and goals. 
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS 

Following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals 

who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The 

current WG members are: 

 Iswar Agarwalla, NC 
 Tutumoni Baishya, Assam 
 Niraj Barbara, PA 
 Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ 
 Pranab Bora, WI 
 Lolit Bora, PA 
 Subhasini Bora, NC 
 Dr. Babul Borah, OH 
 Utpal Borah, VA 
 Dilara Boruah, CA 
 Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, NJ 

(Bor-medhi) 
 Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ 
 Monidipa Bordoloi, CA 
 Susanto Bordoloi, CT 
 Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA 
 Malabika Brahma, NJ 

 Debojit Chowdhury, CA 
 Niren Choudhury, NJ 
 Dr. Bikul Das, MA 
 Namita Das, VA 
 Dr. Pradip Das, MO 
 Rupam Das, Assam 
 Shyam DevChoudhury, PA 

(Secretary) 
 Dr. Saswati Datta, OH 
 Hemanga Dutta, NJ 
 Panchali Dutta, NJ 
 Sawmick Dutta, CA 
 Prandeep Gogoi, NJ 
 Ajoy Hazarika, NY 
 Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ 
 Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ 
 Priyadarshini Inman, NC 

 Diganta Kalita, IL  
 Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ 
 Lalita Kalita, IL 
 Rashmi Kalita, CA 
 Sangaurav Kaushik, NC 
 Nilanjona Mahanta, CA 
 Nabanita Mazumdar, WA 
 Chayanika Mohan, NC 
 Shakhyar Neog, NJ 
 Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL 
 Lelkhika Pathak, Assam 
 Anu Perlmutter, VA 
 Nilakshi Phukan, NC 
 Gayatree Prasad, CA 
 Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ 

(Treasurer) 
 Vavani Sarmah, CA 

Contact Us 

Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org  

Website: www.naamghar.org  

Facebook: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


