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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI 

Dear community members and well-wishers of 
NAAM, 

While the world was opening up and relaxing 
from the Covid pandemic, we hear the news that 
some variant of Covid is still very much there. 
Let us all follow the prescribed guidelines, 
including that of taking vaccines, not only for 
our own safety but also for our loved ones and 
those around us.  

Now coming to this last quarter newsletter of 
2023 from NAAM, it is my pleasure to highlight 
a few key points: 

A) We observed and celebrated Janmotsav of 
Srimanta Sankardeva on December 2, 2023 
with Borgeet, Naam-praxanga and 
Nagaaraa-Naam followed by Prasad for the 
attending Bhakats / Bhakatanis. We have 
included in this newsletter a few photos and 
lyrics of what we sang and performed. 

B) NAAM is still exploring a formal dialog with 
the Board of Trustees of the Ved Mandir of 
East Brunswick, New Jersey for the space for 
a Community Temporary Naamghar for us.  

As you may already know, NAAM is a not-for-
profit trust that was granted 501(c)(3) status in 
2018. We are an organization for the Assamese 
diaspora to celebrate the spiritual traditions and 
the philosophical teachings of the great Neo-
Vaishnavite Saint Srimanta Sankardeva.  

We offer you a forum to express and experience 
these traditions propagated by Srimanta 

Sankardeva, including but not limited to regular 
Naam-Praxangas, singing of devotional songs 
like Borgeet, various performing arts, for 
example Xatriya Dance, Bhaona and many 
more at our annual event, planned for the next 
year around May. We decided that we would 
organize the NAAM annual event at a more 
convenient time for all including the performers 
and the audience.  

We offer everyone the very best wishes for a 
brighter New Year, the Holiday Season and 
upcoming Bhogali Bihu, our Bapoti Xahon. 

Finally, I conclude with a Guru Bhatima 
written by Sri Madhavdeba 
(https://naamkirtan.com/node/401): 

 

  Jai Guru Sankar ……..Xarba Gunakar 

             Jakeri Nahi Anupam 

 Tohari Saranaka……..Renu Xata Kauti 

             Bareko Koruhu Pronam 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor Medhi 

Chairman, NAAM 

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com 
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UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

 
 DONATION TO NAAM FOR TAX 

BENEFIT: Coonsider making NAAM as 
one of the beneficiaries of your estate 
planning and/or donate for potential tax 
benefits for the current tax year (please 
consult your tax adviser for details). 

 If your employer matches your 
donation to a charitable organization 
(direct or thorugh payroll 
deductions), please add “Naamghar 
Association of America, Inc.” as one the 
beneficiaries. 

 NAAM is soliciting your donations via its 
website (https://naamghar.org/), NAAM 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAss
ociationOfAmerica/), and the “DONATE” 
button on this page to fund a community 
Naamghar in North America. 

 

 NAAM is looking forward to an active 
participaiton of the community (Assamese 
diaspora) for realizing a common dream of 
building a Naamghar in North America. 
Please use the “DONATE” button below 
and/or contact Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com  for additional 
information.  Thank you! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contribute to NAAM’s 
effort to build a naamghar in 

North America: 

 

https://naamghar.org/payportal/
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RECENT ACTIVITIES 

Celebrating the Janmotsav of Srimanta Sankardeva 

 

On December 2nd, 2023, NAAM 
observed and celebrated the 575th 
Janmotsav of Srimanta Sankardeva in 
Milltown, New Jersey, USA, with 
Borgeet, Naam-praxanga and Nagaaraa-
Naam followed by Prasad for the 
attending Bhakats / Bhakatanis.  

 
Nagara Naam performance on the occasion of 575th Srimanta 

Sankardeva Janomotsava 

After traditional recitation of Borgeet, 
Naam, and prayer performed by the 
attendees, members of NAAM performed 
a Nagara Naam as part of Srimanta 
Sankardeva Janmotsav celebration this 
year. The team was guided by Sri Bimal 
Rajbanshi, and he provided the lyrics and 
demonstrated the Kamrupiya singing 
style for "Putanaa Bodh".  

The team performing the Nagara Naam 
comprised of Dr. Puran Sarmah as lead 
singer, Sri Utpal Bora on Nagara, Dr. 
Binoy Bordoloi and Sri Shyam 
DevChoudhury on Bortaal, joined by 
supporting singers Sri Suranjoy Hazarika 
and Dr. Jukti Kalita. The team wore 
traditional Assamese attires and 
showcased the traditional ways of 
performing a Nagara Naam in every 
aspect.  

The event was live telecasted on 
Facebook Live.  Interested readers of this 
article may visit Naamghar Association 
of America's Facebook page to watch the 
performance and other programs from 
this year's Srimanta Sankardeva 
Janmotsava celebration. Below is the 
story behind the performed Nagara 
Naam.  

We hope you can better understand 
watching the video in NAAM Facebook 
page after reading the story in English 
first.   
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FEATURED ARTICLE #1 

 

A FEW WORDS ON BORGEET 

By Gayatree Sarma 
 

বৰগীত έবাৰ উЗ মানৰ ίনিতক আ჋ আধҝাΝЮক 

ভাবৰ ওপৰত ϕিতΜѮত ϗজাৱলী ভাষাত ৰিচত শাϿীয় 

ৰাগযুЅ ভΝЅমূলক গীত। মহাপু჋ষ ቉মо 

শВৰেদৱ আ჋ ቉቉ মাধৱ έদেৱ ভΝЅ ধম κ ϕচাৰৰ 

বােব গীত, বাদҝ, নতৃҝ, নাটҝেক ধিৰ িবিবধ কলাৰ 

আϜয় ίলিছল। এই সকেলােবাৰ কলা সমাজৰ মন 

মুিহব পৰা এেকা এেকাΜট সুрৰ পৰѕৰা ჌েপ গঢ় 

ίল অসমৰ সংѴৃিত জগত জািতѴাৰ কিৰ তΦ িলেছ। 
বৰগীত আ჋ নাটৰ গীতেবাৰ িমিল ৰাগ সংগীতৰ এΜট 

নতΦন ধাৰা গঢ় িদেছ। 
 

*িবিৰрা বেন έখলত মধুৰ মূৰাৰী* 
 

বৰগীত: ৰচনা ቉቉ মাধৱেদৱ 

ৰাগ: έবেলাৱাৰ 

তাল: ჌পক তাল 

 

 ቀং: ।। িবিৰрা বেন έখলত মধুৰ মূৰাৰী έমাহন মধুৰ 

হািস মু჋লী বজাৱত । ইিতিন ভূৱন অিধকাৰী ।। 
িবিৰрা বেন έখলত মধৰু মূৰাৰী । পদ ।। সাৰদ ইр ু

িনΝр আনন সুিভত । ৰΝПত মধু মধু হােস ।। অিভনৱ 

জলধৰ তিৰত জিৰত ίযেছ । তনু সুিভত পীত বােস 

।। িবিৰрা বেন έখলত মধুৰ মূৰাৰী ।। ৰতন জিৰত 

মিণ মΝПৰ ৰΝПত । পদ পВজ পৰকাষা । ভকত 

পৰম গিত ভােৱ মেজাক মিত । মাধৱ এቍ অিভলাষা 

।। িবিৰрা বেন έখলত মধুৰ মূৰাৰী έমাহন মধুৰ হািস 

মু჋লী বজাৱত । ইিতিন ভূৱন অিধকাৰী ।। িবিৰрা 
বেন έখলত মধুৰ মূৰাৰী । 
 

Renowned Assamese and Hindustani classical singer in our 
community, Ms Gayatree Sarma performed borgeet on the 
occasion of the Janmotsav of Srimanta Sankardev on 
December 2, 2023 in New Jersey.  

 

The author is a resident of South Brunswick, New 
Jersey and can be reached at 
gayatree_sarma@hotmail.com.  
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FEATURED ARTICLE #2 
 

PUTANAA BODH (ELIMINATION OF PUTANAA) 

By Purandar Sarmah and Shyam DevChoudhuri 
 

Kongsa was a daemon king of Mathura. 
Since Mother Earth could not tolerate the 
atrocities committed by Kongsa and other 
daemons anymore, so she prayed to Lord 
Brahmaa to give relief. He was pleased with 
her prayer and assured her that Lord Bishnu 
would take a human incarnation to 
eliminate all these daemons. After the 
wedding of sister Daibaki with Basudeva, 
Kongsa was piloting a chariot to drop his 
sister at her husband’s palace. At that time a 
heavenly voice warned him that he would 
meet his demise at the hands of Daibaki’s 
eighth son.  So, he returned to Mathura and 
made his sister Daibaki and in-law Basudeva 
prisoners. Whenever they gave birth to a 
child, Kongsa would come and eliminate 
them. Their eighth son was not an ordinary 
human. His Almighty Lord Bishnu himself 
took human incarnation and was born as a 
child to Daibaki. He also sent Jogamaaya 
who lived in heaven to the King Nanda’s 
palace. As a result, Jogamaaya was born as a 
child of Jashodaa, wife of King Nanda in 
Gokul. After Lord Bishnu was born as a 
child, he guided father Basudeva to 
exchange him with Jogamaaya who was 
born in Gokul. 

So, when Kongsa came to know that his 
sister gave birth to the eighth child, he came 
to eliminate the child. As in the past he tried 
to thrash the child; but the child slipped 
from his hands and like a fairy flew away to 
heaven. From heaven she warned – 
transgressor Kongsa – you better be aware 
immediately that your nemesis was alive 

and was safe in King Nanda’s palace. Kongsa 
could not believe the strange illusion that 
happened when he tried to eliminate the 
child. Kongsa went back to his palace and 
recalled that he thrashed six children of his 
sister so far and never before that kind of 
strange things happened. He carefully 
thought of the next course of action. He 
called his daemon sister Putanaa and 
ordered her to go to Gokul where his enemy 
was born. Putanaa was asked to come back 
to Mathura immediately after eliminating 
his foe. After she got the order from Kongsa, 
Putanaa changed her appearance and 
turned to a beautiful woman.  

Putanaa went to Gokul where King Nanda 
lived and started eliminating newly born 
children one by one after giving poison 
traced nipple in their mouth. Wherever she 
heard a child’s cry, she went to that home. 
She carefully picked up the child and put 
poison traced nipple in the mouth. So, when 
a child sucked her breast, child was no more 
alive. Putanaa took advantage of mother 
being away from a child either to run 
household chores or to get water from 
ponds/rivers. Immediately after eliminating 
a child in one house, she didn’t waste any 
time and moved to the next house. Thus, she 
terrorized the entire City of Gokul. Parents 
and other family members cried loudly after 
they found that their newly born babies were 
no longer alive. On the contrary, Putanaa 
was very happy that she could eliminate so 
many children without being get caught. 



 

Page | 6 
 

Finally, she came to the palace of King 
Nanda.  

They had a naming ceremony on that day in 
King Nanda’s palace and the atmosphere 
around the palace filled with joy and 
merriment. In the meantime, Putanaa 
arrived in Nanda’s palace. She looked 
around and could not find anyone there. She 
took a seat on a flat wooden stool which was 
lying on the floor. After completing the 
naming ceremony, the people of Gokul left 
the palace and went home. The astrologer 
Saint Garga asked the king to come and to 
take a seat next to him. He conveyed the king 
that since the child was born in Basudeva’s 
home, so his name would be Baasudeva. 
Whereas the child would be known as 
Krishna. During his lifetime he would 
assume hundreds and thousands of names. 
Saint Garga reminded the king to pay his 
dues to conclude his visit. 

No one was around Krishna as his mother 
Jashodaa and aunt Rohini both were busy 
doing household chores. Putanaa was 
delighted to see that no one was around 
Krishna. Krishna was crying relentlessly 
inside his room. Putanaa picked up Krishna 
from his bed very carefully and put on her 
lap. Elusive Putanaa was not aware that her 
days were numbered. She put her poisonous 
nipple in the mouth of Krishna. But the 
poisonous nipples were nothing to Krishna 

as the entire universe was inside him. Lord 
Bishnu with a human incarnation and as a 
child knew who she was and the reason 
behind her putting a poisonous nipple in his 
mouth. So, he sucked her breast hard 
enough to make sure Putanaa would not be 
alive anymore. Thus, she met her end, and 
her hands and legs were shaking before her 
body fell on the ground. 

One of the enemies of the world was 
eliminated and when Jashodaa saw a lifeless 
Putana in her son’s room, she was in 
distress. After Putanaa lost her life, her 
actual appearance as a daemon woman was 
revealed. Jashodaa and Rohini both were 
extremely surprised to see such a huge body.  
After eliminating Putanaa, Krishna was 
hiding in-between her two breasts. Jashodaa 
did not see Krishna first, so, she started 
crying. She regreted that a female daemon 
came and consumed her son. After a while 
she saw Krishna between two breasts of 
Putanaa and carefully picked him up to put 
in her own lap. Next, she kissed Krishna as 
he was resting in her lap. That’s how 
Putanaa was eliminated by Lord Krishna. 

 
The authors reside in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, 
respectively, and could be contacted at: 
puransarmah@gmail.com  and shyam.dev@gmail.com.  
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FEATURED ARTICLE #3  

 

CONTRIBUTION OF MAHAPURUSH SRIMANTA SANKARDEVA TO 
ASSAMESE LITERATURE AND CULTURE 

By Abul Hussain 
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Reprinted from the International Journal of Innovative 
Technology and Exploring Engineering (IJITEE); ISSN: 
2278-3075 (Online), Volume-10 Issue-7, May 2021 (with 
author's permission). The author is a faculty in the Folklore 
Research Department, Gauhati University, Guwahati 
(Assam), India. Email: abulhussain99@gmail.com.  
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Q&A 

Q: What is NAAM? 
A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. (NAAM) 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and cultural 
organization formed to construct and manage a 
Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate 
and perform the spiritual traditions and 
philosophical teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva. 
With strong ties with all the Satras of Assam, NAAM 
seek to provide a forum for learned spiritual leaders 
and traditional artistes to share their knowledge and 
talent with the current and future generations of the 
Assamese diaspora. 
 
Q:  What are the immediate goals of NAAM? 
A:   Some of the immediate goals of NAAM include 
spreading awareness on NAAM initiatives, build a 
digital media platform, plan for fund raising, and 
participate regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM 
seeks volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora 
across the United States to achieve these goals. 
Please join us (details at the bottom of this 
newsletter).  In our planning activity, the first 

priority is to identify what is needed to establish a 
temporary Naamghar.  This will make the Guru 
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra 
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the public, 
while we work on the longer-term project of building 
a permanent Naamghar. 
 
Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other 
organizations? 
A:  NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with all 
community organizations which are willing to help 
achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to have 
meaningful discussion with all organizations in our 
community; please contact us if you would like to be 
a part of this conversation (contact details at the 
bottom). 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?  

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP 
(WG): We need your help in achieving the 
dream of building a Naamghar in North 
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone 
who is interested in building the Naamghar.   

 
If you are interested in getting involved actively 
in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by 

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.  
The WG meets regularly via 
teleconference/video conference to discuss 
various issues that are related to NAAM and its 
mission and goals. 
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS 

Following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals 

who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The 

current WG members are: 

 Iswar Agarwalla, NC 
 Tutumoni Baishya, Assam 
 Niraj Barbara, PA 
 Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ 
 Pranab Bora, WI 
 Lolit Bora, PA 
 Subhasini Bora, NC 
 Dr. Babul Borah, OH 
 Utpal Borah, VA 
 Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, NJ 

(Bor-medhi) 
 Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ 
 Monidipa Bordoloi, CA 
 Susanto Bordoloi, CT 
 Chirayu Kr. Borooah, CA 
 Malabika Brahma, NJ 
 Debojit Chowdhury, CA 

 Niren Choudhury, NJ 
 Dr. Bikul Das, MA 
 Namita Das, VA 
 Dr. Pradip Das, MO 
 Rupam Das, Assam 
 Shyam DevChoudhury, PA 

(Secretary) 
 Dr. Saswati Datta, OH 
 Hemanga Dutta, NJ 
 Panchali Dutta, NJ 
 Sawmick Dutta, CA 
 Prandeep Gogoi, NJ 
 Ajoy Hazarika, NY 
 Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ 
 Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ 
 Priyadarshini Inman, NC 
 Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ 

 Lalita Kalita, IL 
 Rashmi Kalita, CA 
 Sangaurav Kaushik, NC 
 Nilanjona Mahanta, CA 
 Nabanita Mazumdar, WA 
 Chayanika Mohan, NC 
 Shakhyar Neog, NJ 
 Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL 
 Lelkhika Pathak, Assam 
 Anu Perlmutter, VA 
 Nilakshi Phukan, NC 
 Gayatree Prasad, CA 
 Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ 

(Treasurer) 
 Vavani Sarmah, CA 

Contact Us 

Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org  

Website: www.naamghar.org  

Facebook: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociationOfAmerica  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


