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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI

Dear community members and well-wishers of
NAAM,

We are pleased to notice that the Covid situation
is improving, though it is still safer to continue
to practice the CDC or the state directed
guidelines. Once Covid subsides and we can
safely gather indoors, we look forward to
conducting naam-praxanga as we used to do
prior to the pandemic. When normalcy returns,
those of you in the NY-NJ-PA tri-state area and
are interested in inviting the NAAM Bhakats for
a naam-praxanga, please contact me.

Coming to this first quarter newsletter of 2022
from NAAM, it is my pleasure to highlight the
following:

A) A few of us met with Dr Ravi Kota, Minister
of Economic Affairs, Govt. of India, at the
Embassy of India, Washington D.C. in
December 2021 to update him about our
Naamghar construction efforts. He suggested
that it was not uncommon of governments to
support funding of building construction
projects related to culture and religion, though
government would not usually fund land
purchase or building maintenance. (Please find
this as a news item elsewhere in this
newsletter).

B) Dr. Sanjib Kumar Borkakoti, President of
Society for Srimanta Sankaradeva has been
organizing an international webinar series on
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Sankardeva. The speakers for December 2021 to
February 2022 were Dr. Arshiya Sethi of New
Delhi in December, Geeta Thandi of the Bay
Area of California in January. I was asked to
present in March 2022 on the topic
"Comparison between Christianity and Eka
Sarana Nama Dharma". This newsletter shows
some materials on the webinar in its later
sections. (Please find this as a news item
elsewhere in this newsletter).

Last but not the least, we have started the
process of communicating with individual
families in North America and beyond in our
2022 fund-raising drive. We would welcome
your suggestions and co-operations. Also,
please write to us with your thoughts in the form
of a letter to editor of NAAM or an article to
publish in the newsletter.

I am looking forward to your feedback and
continued co-operation to drive the processes
for our Naamghar mission.

Thank you!

Sincerely,
Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor Medhi

Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

NAAM is soliciting your donations via its
website  (https://naamghar.org/), ¥ NAAM
Facebook page (

https://www.facebook.com/NaamgharAssociat
ionOfAmerica/), and the “DONATE” button on

this page to fund a community Naamghar in
North America.

We encourage our well wishers who shop at
Amazon, to use the link
https://smile.amazon.com/ and add
"Naamghar Association of America" as the
designated charity. By adding a charity at
Amazon Smile does not cost you additional
charges. It is free.

Please stay tuned for 2022 fund raising activites
and information.

NAAM is looking forward to an active
participaiton of the community (Assamese
diaspora) for realizing a common dream of
building a Naamghar in North America. Please
use the “DONATE” button below and/or contact
Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com for additional
information. Thank you!

+
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Please contribute to NAAM’s
effort to build a naamghar in
North America:

“"DONATE

Safe & Secure
PayPal =2~

Bage | 2


https://naamghar.org/?page_id=578

RECENT AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Meeting with Government of India
officials

A small team of well-wishers from NJ/PA/DC/
Alabama areas, including NAAM Chairman and
Secretary, went to visit Dr. Ravi Kota (IAS),
Minister of Economic Affairs, in the Indian
Embassy in Washington DC on December 20,
2021. Among our two objectives, we wanted to
appraise him about our project of the Naamghar
with a Cultural Center to be developed in the
greater New York City area.

Dr. Kota indicated that it was not unreasonable
for a government to support such a project,
though its maintenance would not be supported
by any government, which would have to be
taken care of by the community. We felt that Dr
Kota would be supportive of NAAM in this
endeavor to pursue with the State and the
Central governments of India.

From L to R: Shyam DevChoudhury, Krishna Hazarika. Binoy K
Bordoloi, Binod Khadria, Santanu Borah, Manoranjan Bordoloi
and Ravi Kota

Dr. Borkakoti receives award

Dr. Sanjib K. Borkakoti, eminent scholar on
Srimanta Sankardeva and the Chairman of the
Society for Sankaradeva, a global group for
propagating Srimanta Sankaradeva's message,
became the first recipient of the 2021 “Sankari

Sahitya-Sanskriti” award in a ceremony
organized by the Jorhat District Assam Sahitya
Sabha on March 6, 2022.

Dr. Borkakoti receiving his award

Dr. Borkakoti has been an active supporter of
NAAM and its mission and serves as an
honorary adviser to NAAM. He has presented
webinars on Srimanta Sankaradeva to the
Assamese diaspora as well as has contributed
several articles to the NAAM newsletter.

A webinar by Bor Medhi of NAAM

Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, the Bor Medhi of NAAM,
presented his talk, “Christanity and Eka Sarana
Nama Dharma,” on March 13, 2022 in a webinar
organized by the Society for Srimanta
Sankaradeva.

Dr. Bordoloi started with the essential elements
of Eka Sarana Nama Dharma as well as
Christianity. He also gave a brief idea of the
Bhakti movement in India. He made
comparison between the Christian monasteries
and the Sattras of Eka Sarana Nama Dharma
founded in the legacy of saint Srimanta
Sankaradeva. He dwelt on the organizational
structure, economic sources of living and
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cultural activities of both the institutions. He
referred to the Sattras of Majuli in this context
and also showed video of a Sattradhikar’s visit
to USA.

Dr. Bordoloi said that in Eka Sarana Nama
Dharma, there is only one supreme being, who
is both the creator and the manifest reality.
There is no duality of God and the world, but
only unity. In Christianity, there is one God,
who reveals himself as father, son, and the holy
ghost. It believes that God is creator, but he is
distinct from his creation. There is duality of
God and the world.

Dr. Bordoloi's talk was followed by Q&A. The
video of this webinar 1is available at

https://naamghar.org/?page id=717.

Webinar series on
Different facets of Sankaradeva Studies
Organized by
;i\ Society for Srimkalzta Sankaradeva
— In as.sociation ;Nith
= Naamghar Association of America

Moderator :
Dr Sanjib Kumar Borkakoti,
President, Society for Srimanta Sankaradeva

4TH LECTURE PROGRAMME
“Christianity and Eka Sarana Nama Dharma”

SPEAKER
Dr Binoy K. Bordoloi

Chairman,

Naamghar Association of America, USA
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13th March, 2022 at 7.00 pm IST
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FEATURED ARTICLE

THE STORY OF VISHNU DEVOTEE GAJENDRA

By Kamalakshi Hazarika

There once was a beautiful garden by a lake in
the mountainous area of Trikuta. It was so
heavenly that the Apsaras and the devas came to
visit it. The leaves of the trees were touched by
sparkling drops of water and the garden was
bathed by splendorous light. It was the abode of
Lord Varuna the God of the Ocean.

One day an Elephant king by the name of
Gajendra came to the lake , with his herd , to
drink water. When he went into the lake, a huge
crocodile came and caught his leg. The elephant
struggled to throw the animal away, but it
gripped his leg. The other elephants around
Gajendra cried and tried to push the crocodile
away, but it held fast to the leg of Gajendra
pulling him into the pond. The herd left when
death was certain for Gajendra as they could not
help him. The king elephant then, cried
earnestly for help, but it went on sinking into the
muddy lake. At last it remembered Lord Vishnu.
Gajendra then with tears in his eyes, pulled a
lotus from the lake and crying to Bhagawan
offered him the flower. At that moment Lord
Vishnu descended to help him. He attacked the
crocodile and gave the animal death with his
Sudarshan Chakra.

The crocodile in his previous birth was a
Gandharva named Huhu. Once Huhu was
resting by the lake, when a Sage named Devala
came wandering along. Huhu tried to play tricks

on the sage. The Rishi was so angry that he
cursed the Gandharva to be born as a crocodile
in his next birth. In the story of Gajendra , when
Lord Vishnu destroyed him, Huhu was released
from the curse. Similarly, the elephant,
Gajendra was once a noble king called
Indrayumna. He was a great devotee of Lord
Vishnu. In search of Bhgawan he left his
kingdom to go to an Ashram to meditate. One
day in the forest Sage Augustya came to visit
him. Indrayumna remained seated and did not
go to pay his respects to the revered sage. The
Rishi felt insulted. He felt that the king had
Ahamkara in him. Therefore, Sage Augustya
cursed the king to be reborn as an elephant.
Hence Indrayumna became Gajendra the king
of the elephants. In his next birth, the elephant
being an ardent devotee of bhagawan; at the
time of his imminent distress, remembered
Lord Vishnu who saved him from death.

In the story, Gajendra is the man in us, the
crocodile is the sin and the muddy water is the
Samsara or worldliness that sinks us into the
repeated cycle of birth and death. The way to
break from this cycle is to seek refuge in God.

The author lives with her family in New Jersey and can be
reached at: kamalakshi.hazarika@gmail.com).
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Q&A

Q: What is NAAM?

A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. (NAAM)
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and cultural
organization formed to construct and manage a
Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora to celebrate
and perform the spiritual traditions and
philosophical teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva.
With strong ties with all the Satras of Assam, NAAM
seek to provide a forum for learned spiritual leaders
and traditional artistes to share their knowledge and
talent with the current and future generations of the
Assamese diaspora.

Q: What are the immediate goals of NAAM?
A: Some of the immediate goals of NAAM include
spreading awareness on NAAM initiatives, build a
digital media platform, plan for fund raising, and
participate regularly in Naam-proxongo. NAAM
seeks volunteers from the large Assamese diaspora
across the United States to achieve these goals.
Please join us (details at the bottom of this
newsletter). In our planning activity, the first

priority is to identify what is needed to establish a
temporary Naamghar. This will make the Guru
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the public,
while we work on the longer-term project of building
a permanent Naamghar.

Q: Does NAAM collaborate with other
organizations?

A: NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with all
community organizations which are willing to help
achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans to have
meaningful discussion with all organizations in our
community; please contact us if you would like to be
a part of this conversation (contact details at the
bottom).

+
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP
(WG): We need your help in achieving the
dream of building a Naamghar in North
America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone
who is interested in building the Naamghar.

If you are interested in getting involved actively
in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.
The WG meets regularly via

teleconference/video conference to discuss
various issues that are related to NAAM and its
mission and goals.

+
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NAAM WORKING GROUP TEAM MEMBERS

Following individuals comprise the current NAAM working group (WG) team. We invite all individuals
who are sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. The
current WG members are:

e Iswar Agarwalla, NC e Dr. Bikul Das, MA e Rashmi Kalita, CA
e Niraj Barbara, PA e Namita Das, VA e Sangaurav Kaushik, NC
e Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ e Dr. Pradip Das, MO e Nilanjona Mahanta, CA
e Pranab Bora, WI e Shyam DevChoudhury, PA e Nabanita Mazumdar, WA
e Lolit Bora, PA (Secretary) e Chayanika Mohan, NC
e Subhasini Bora, NC e Dr. Saswati Datta, OH ¢ Rachna Nath, AZ
e Dr. Babul Borah, OH ¢ Hemanga Dutta, NJ e Shakhyar Neog, NJ
e Utpal Borah, VA e Panchali Dutta, NJ e Dr. Yashwant Pathak, FL
e Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, NJ e Sawmick Dutta, CA e Anu Perlmutter, VA
(Bor-medhi) e Prandeep Gogoi, NJ e Nilakshi Phukan, NC
e Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ e Ajoy Hazarika, NY e Gayatree Prasad, CA
e Monidipa Bordoloi, CA e Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ e Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ
e Susanto Bordoloi, CT e Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ (Treasurer)
e Malabika Brahma, NJ e Priyadarshini Inman, NC e Vavani Sarmah, CA
e Debojit Chowdhury, CA e Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ
e Niren Choudhury, NJ e Lalita Kalita, IL
Contact Us

Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org

Website: www.naamghar.org
Facebook: Naamghar Association of America — NAAM
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