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MESSAGE FROM THE BOR-MEDHI 

Dear community members and well-wishers of 
NAAM, 

On behalf of NAAM, I sincerely express my 
gratitude to everyone who is working in this Covid-
19 environment, putting their own well-being at risk 
to help others and bring joy to people in the midst of 
despair. Help is on the way - there is good news that 
Covid-19 vaccines are slowly but surely becoming 
available in the US, at first to the front-line workers 
and then to others. Let us all follow the prescribed 
guidelines, whether before or after getting the 
vaccine, not only for our own safety but also for the 
safety of all others around us. I also wish each and 
all of you a very Happy New Year! 

In this yearend Newsletter from NAAM, I 
wanted to update you on our activities and efforts 
toward building a naamghar in North America. On 
November 21st, I welcomed an audience of over 170 
guests from North America, UK, and India joining us 
via Zoom to attend the Srimanta Sankardeva 
Janmotsav Tithi event; I sincerely thank all of you 
who attended the event and made it a great success.  

My welcoming address of the event started 
with the prayer: 

 

Sri kṛṣṇāya vāsudevāya  
devakī-nandanāya ca  

nanda-gopa-kumārāya  

govindāya namo namaḥ 
  

namaḥ pańkaja-nābhāya  

namaḥ pańkaja-māline 

namaḥ pańkaja-netrāya  
namas te pańkajāńghraye 

 

(“Let me therefore offer my respectful 
obeisance unto the Lord, who has 
become the son of Vasudeva, the 
pleasure of Devaki, the boy of Nanda 
and the other cowherd men of 
Vrndavana, and the enlivener of the 
cows and the senses.”) 

 
I informed the audience that our Naamghar 

was established with a Banti Prajalan in 2016, and 
the legal entity NAAM was incorporated in 2018 in 
New Jersey. আিম নামঘৰৰ িকছু কাম কাজ আিজ দবুছৰ 
মানৰ পৰা কিৰ আিহেছা ৷  I also expressed that it was 

a great pleasure for all of us at NAAM to celebrate 
the Janmotsav of Srimanta Sankardeva for the first 
time. The Zoom event was free and the event 
contained an attractive agenda of both live and pre-
recorded events among which included various 
Xattriya song and dance items; we also wanted to 
highlight a Collaborative Borgeet Choir with both 
children and adult participants from all across 
America and Assam (9 from US and 21 from Assam). 
We also had a Bhurtaal Nritya by the Thapona 
Rhythmic Group, comprising a team of ladies from 
NJ and PA, and many other performances (listed 
below).  

I mentioned that we were calling the event 
the 571st Janmotsav, though some also call it the 
572nd. We also acknowledged the blessings we 
received with video recordings from the 
Satradhikars of both Barpeta and Auniati Sattras, 
which were played as a part of the event.   

I also informed the audience of various activities 
that NAAM undertook and completed: 

 Naam-Praxanga performance  
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 Celebration of Sankardeva Tithi (actively 
participate in the Tirubhav Tithi) 

 Publication of Quarterly Newsletters 

 Invited guest speaker series: Spiritual 
Dialog; led by Dr. Sanjib Kr. Borkakoti 

 Fund raising (details presented in a separate 
section of this newsletter) 

I presented the agenda for the Nov 21st 
Janmotsav celebration which included various 
bhakti-themed performances, some of which were 
pre-recorded, and some were performed live. Some 
of the highlights of the Janmotsav Tithi celebration 
included the following events:  

 Live Naam-Praxanga, led by Dr. Sanjib 
Bhuyan, Dr. Purandar Sarmah, and Bina 
Sarmah 

 Live Collaborative Borgeet Choir, J B Rupam 
as Choir Conductor (with children 
participation; live dialog by J B Rupam) 

 Xatriya dance by Dr. Mallika Kandalli of 
Guwahati (live dialog by Dr. M Kandalli) 

 Bhakti Geet by Jayanta Nath and Team from 
Jorhat (live dialog by J Nath) 

 Daxawater dance by Kabita Nath (children 
category)  

 Bhortaal Nritya by Thapona Rhythmic 
Group, a lady's dance team from NJ / PA, led 
by Pronoti Tahbildar 

 Xatriya Dance by the Duo of the Xatriya 
Dance Co., Madhusmita Bora and Prerona 
Bhuyan 

 Thiyanaam by Sankarsangha from Boko, 
Kamrup 

 Xatriya dance by Prateesha (Saikia) Suresh 
of Mumbai 

 Gayan - Bayan with Khol-Taal from 
Kanxopar Sattra, Dhekiajuli, Jorhat 

 Brajawali Bhaona by Prajanmya Unmesh, 
led by Arup Saikia of Tezpur (live dialog) 

We conducted the Annual GBM (General Body 
Meeting) during a scheduled break from 
performances.  The GBM was conducted with 
introduction of the NAAM Office Bearers and the 
Board of Trustees. In the GBM, the NAAM Treasurer 
gave a quick update followed by the Emcees 
explaining about NAAM's fundraising drive with 

Sponsoring of Programs in NAAM, Matching Funds 
of up to $5000, and Gunamala give away for any 
donation. The performance resumed after the GBM 
and the event concluded with a vote of thanks 
followed by a prayer.  

The Vote of Thanks included : 

 All the invited performing artists of Xatriya 
dance, Bhakti Geet, Bhurtaal Nritya, and the 
adults and the children including their 
parents, participating in the Choir from 
North America and Assam, led by J B Rupam 
of Angeles LUIT Choir, Assam 

 Satradhikars of Barpeta and Auniati Sattras 
for their blessings via video messages 

 Our Board of Trustees, Office Bearers, and 
Working Group members 

 Technical Support team for the Zoom event 
(Chiranjit Bordoloi, Shyam DevChoudhury, 
Krishna Hazarika, Vavani Sarma, 
Manoranjan Bordoloi, Niraj Barbara and 
Geeti Das) 

 Emcees (Anupee Perlmutter, Kamalakshi 
Hazarika, Anjana Bordoloi, Navjyoti 
Sharma) for the event’s successful delivery 

 NEWSLIVE for promoting our event in the 
TV news in Assam 

 Ekodus team of Manoranjan Bordoloi for all 
the design work with our Posters 

 Finally, last but not the least, you all in our 
audience and all the well-wishers in North 
America, Assam and beyond, for your time 
and active participation with guidance.  

The event was concluded with a re-visit to the 
Guru-Axon, gifted to NAAM by Auniati Satradhikar 
in 2017, currently kept at our Temporary Naamghar, 
where Naamgharia, Anjan Saikia offered a brief 
Bhagawat Path recitation, followed by live blessings 
to all the participants by Dr. Purandar Sarmah on 
behalf of NAAM.  

We look forward to your continued engagement 
and encouragement to guide us towards our goal of 
establishing a permanent Naamghar in America.  
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Binoy K. Bordoloi, Bor Medhi 
Email: binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com 
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UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

NAAM’s Matching Fund Raising (where the 
Bor Medhi matches donations by others in the 
community) status as of December 2020 is as 
follows: 

 Target offered by Dr. Binoy Bordoloi and 
Mrs. Bani Bordoloi: $5,000, of which 
$1,600 was ear-marked for the 
collaborative Borgeet Choir.  Matching 
Donation so far is $2,600, the rest 
deferred for 2021.  

 
Efforts to raise fund raising continues utilizing 
the NAAM’s resources, including videos of 

 Sankardeva Janmotsav 
 Borgeet Choir 

 

NAAM is looking forward to an active 
participaiton of the community (Assamese 
diaspora) for realizing a common dream of 
building a naamghar in Northe America. Please 
use the “DONATE” button below and/or contact 
Dr. Binoy Bordoloi at 
binoy.bordoloi@gmail.com  for additional 
information.  
 
Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

RECENT AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Celebration of Sankardeva Janmotsav 
Please see details in Bor Medhi’s message to the reader.  
 
Upcoming activities 
Based on the very encouraging audience response we received at the Sankardeva Janmotsav Tithi 
celebration on November 21, 2020, NAAM is considering holding a similar Zoom event for Phakuwa 
(aka Phagua or Holi), the festival of colors related to Lord Krishna in Spring 2021 (Zoom is considered 
because it is unlikely that in-person hosting of such events will be possible at that time). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Please contribute to NAAM’s 
effort to build a naamghar in 

North America: 
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FEATURED ARTICLE  

SANKARDEVA – SOCIAL REFORMER 

By Anjana Chaliha
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FEATURED ARTICLE  

THE STORY OF RAMA DEVOTEE, SHABARI 

By Kamalakshi Hazarika 

Stories of devotion remind us about our 
relationship with God. Lord Rama was an 
Avatar of Bhagawan Vishnu. He took birth on 
earth to restore righteousness. Lord Rama had 
many other devotees as his own brother 
Lakshman, Hanuman and Tulsidas. Devotion to 
God brings us life from death. The story 
presented here is one of such stories.  

**** 
 

Shabari was a great devotee of Lord 
Rama. She was a very pious lady. She was 
the disciple of a sage called Guru 
Matanga. When she was young she went 
to the Guru to seek knowledge. After 
many years of giving knowledge to 
Shabari, Guru Matanga thought of 
leaving his disciple by attaining 
Mahasamadhi. On leaving his mortal 
coil, Shabari asked the way to liberation. 
The guru replied that only devotion to 
God brings liberation. Shabari being 
devoted to lord Rama yearned to meet 
Bhagawan Rama.  

The pious lady lived in an Ashram. 
She kept the place in order thinking that 
Lord Rama would visit her one day. She 
would take care of the plants and the fruit 
trees, thinking that Bhagawan would 
come to meet her. She would place 
flowers on the path of the Ashram with 
love, thinking that Lord Rama was on the 
way to see her. In this way many years 
went by and Shabari became an old lady 
waiting for Lord Rama. 

One day she felt certain that 
Bhagawan would visit her. In 
anticipation she gathered some fruits to 
offer to him. She ate a little of each fruit 
to see if it was ready to serve the Lord. 
That day Lord Rama wandering in the 
forest serving many years in exile came to 
the ashram. The moment Rama entered 
the ashram the plants came alive, the 
birds twittered, and the wind blew softly 
to greet the divine. Lord Rama with his 
brother the prince Lakshmana entered 
the abode of Shabari. The pious lady 
recognized the two princes. She was 
overjoyed to see Lord Rama. She placed 
flowers on the path to welcome them to 
her home. Rama was touched by her 
devotion. When Shabari gave Rama the 
fruits, brother Lakshman warned him 
that the fruits were half eaten. Rama, the 
all-knowing asked his brother not to 
worry and ate the fruits with relish 
blessing the lady. The devotion that 
Shabari had shown could be matched to 
great sages who had done deep penance, 
so Rama asked Shabari - "What would 
you like for a blessing?" Shabari bowed 
with folded hands and said, "Lord I have 
loved you for a long time, I only wish for 
everlasting devotion to you." 

 
[The author lives with her family in New Jersey, 
USA] 
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Q&A 

Q: What is NAAM? 

A: Naamghar Association of America, Inc. 
(NAAM) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit spiritual and 
cultural organization formed to construct and 
manage a Naamghar for the Assamese diaspora 
to celebrate and perform the spiritual traditions 
and philosophical teachings of Srimanta 
Sankardeva. With strong ties with all the Satras 
of Assam, NAAM seek to provide a forum for 
learned spiritual leaders and traditional artistes 
to share their knowledge and talent with the 
current and future generations of the Assamese 
diaspora. 

Q:  What are the immediate goals of 
NAAM? 

A:   Some of the immediate goals of NAAM 
include spreading awareness on NAAM 
initiatives, build a digital media platform, plan 
for fund raising, and participate regularly in 

Naam-proxongo. NAAM seeks volunteers from 
the large Assamese diaspora across the United 
States to achieve these goals. Please join us 
(details at the bottom of this newsletter).  In our 
planning activity, the first priority is to identify 
what is needed to establish a 
temporary Naamghar.  This will make the Guru 
Axon, consecrated by the Sri Sri Auniati Satra 
Satradhikar, more easily accessible to the 
public, while we work on the longer-term 
project of building a permanent Naamghar. 

Q:  Does NAAM collaborate with other 
organizations? 

A:  NAAM is actively seeking to collaborate with 
all community organizations which are willing 
to help achieve NAAM’s mission. NAAM plans 
to have meaningful discussion with all 
organizations in our community; please contact 
us if you would like to be a part of this 
conversation (contact details at the bottom). 

 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH NAAM?  

JOIN THE NAAM WORKING GROUP 

(WG): We need your help in achieving the 

dream of building a Naamghar in North 

America. Therefore, NAAM is open to everyone 

who is interested in building the Naamghar.   

If you are interested in getting involved actively 

in NAAM’s mission, please join the NAAM by 

sending an email to: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org.  

The Working Group meets regularly via 

teleconference/video conference to discuss 

various issues that are related to NAAM and its 

mission and goals. 

 

 
 

 



 

Page | 11 
 

 

 

NAAM TEAM MEMBERS  

Following individuals comprise the current NAAM team. We invite all individuals who are 

sincerely interested in the Mission and Goals of NAAM to join the NAAM team. Current 

members are: 

 Niraj Barbara, PA 
 Dr. Rajen Barua, TX 
 Dr. Sanjib Bhuyan, NJ 
 Pranab Bora, WI 
 Lolit Bora, PA 
 Dr. Babul Borah, OH 
 Utpal Borah, VA 
 Dr. Binoy Bordoloi, NJ 

(Bor-medhi) 
 Manoranjan Bordoloi, NJ 
 Monidipa Bordoloi, CA 
 Susanto Bordoloi, CT 
 Malabika Brahma, NJ 

 Debojit Chowdhury, CA 
 Niren Choudhury, NJ 
 Dr. Pradip Das, MO 
 Shyam DevChoudhury, PA 

(Secretary) 
 Dr. Saswati Datta, OH 
 Hemanga Dutta, NJ 
 Panchali Dutta, NJ 
 Sawmick Dutta, CA 
 Prandeep Gogoi, NJ 
 Kamalakshi Hazarika, NJ 
 Suranjoy Hazarika, NJ 
 Priyadarshini Inman, NC 

 Dr. Jukti Kalita, NJ 
 Rashmi Kalita, CA 
 Nilanjona Mahanta, CA 
 Rachna Nath, AZ 
 Shakhyar Neog, NJ 
 Dr Yashwant Pathak, FL 
 Anu Perlmutter, VA 
 Gayatree Prasad, CA 
 Dr. Purandar Sarmah, NJ 

(Treasurer) 
 Vavani Sarmah, CA 

 

Contact Us 

Email: Naaminfo@Naamghar.org  

Website: www.naamghar.org  

Facebook: Naamghar Association of America – NAAM 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


